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The Model A That Just About Landed in the
Scrap Pile

The year was 1961. We were living in a small town
in Alberta called Bow Island. I had my own dump
truck at that time and hauled gravel all over
southern Alberta. A friend of mine said he and a
friend of his had a Model A Ford car in partnership.

He said he spent a lot of time fixing it and his friend

spent a lot of time wrecking it!! I asked him if he
would sell it and he said he would, if his friend
agreed. They were asking four hundred dollars.

When I got time, | went out and looked at it. It was
in pretty bad shape; a 1929 running gear witha
1930 body on it, 1929 fenders and bumpers and a
good 1930 body shell with two broken side
windows. The top was covered with plywood, no
seats, just an apple box to sit on and there were lots
of pieces missing. Anything that wasn’t required to
make it run was gone. The engine had a rod
knocking, and the kingpins were worn out along
with the tires.

from
K a ms H made dn offer of $150 for the car. After he talked

to his friend he said, “It’s yours”. Now what to do?
| had a 1957 Mercury Tumnpike Cruiser at that time
and drove forty miles south to Foremost, Alberta to
bring my Model A home.

Not having a proper trailer hitch, I tied the Model A
tight to the back bumper of the big Merc! I tied the
steering wheel to the door. There was no seat. The
tires were holding air, so off we went.

The road was all gravel at that time and some of it
was pretty rough. We picked up two coffees, and
left Foremost.

We were going along at about thirty miles per hour
when one wheel on the front of the Model A caught
a ridge of gravel which resulted in the breaking of
the rope holding the steering wheel. The big
Mercury started to go sideways. With the Model A
front wheels loose, they went from side-to-side and
so did we. We went from one side of the road to
the other and nearly wound up upside down in the
ditch. After some shaky knees, we got things under
control and went much slower for the rest of the trip
home.

I have completely gone through the model A and
have restored it back to a 1930. This winter [ had
the interior re-upholstered in Kelowna and I hope to

have it painfed soon. J o hn Due

& Laverne
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