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Canadian Coasters Tour 202 ( Continued from  Part 1)   

On July 18 we left PEI and travelled to Hopewell  Cape in NB. It was 

a beautiful sunny day that looked so promising for the next day. 

However, rain moved in overnight. July 19 we ended up going on a  

prescheduled tour of the Hopewell Rocks on the Bay of Fundy in the 

pouring rain. It changed the scenery very little; the Hopewell rocks 

and flower pot formations still looked spectacular except they were wet. Everything was soaked; even peo-

ple with umbrellas got wet. The day did get drier eventually and we took a country drive to the picturesque 

Cape Enrage known for its hazardous turbulent waters for Mariners and great 

views. Unfortunately it was so foggy we could not see anything, so we proceed-

ed on to the quaint village of Alma where the locals fish for lobster and  scallops. 

On our way back to the motel we took a back road that lead us through a cov-

ered bridge—we were very excited to see this as it was our first on of the trip. 

July 20 we travelled on to St. George for a 2 night stay, stopping in the communi-

ty of Sussex at the “Maritime Motorsports Hall of Fame” for a short tour and 

bagged lunch. Our motel in St. George had full Kitchens and BBQs, so rather that go to the prepaid  dinner 

of wieners and beans at the campsite, we “Motellees” opted to get some chicken and sides for a home-

cooked meal on the BBQs instead; the meal was delicious! We were getting pretty tired of restaurants, 

French fries, fried foods and waiting in lineups.  July 21 we headed to Ministers Island. On the way Craig and  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I decided we had to go back to Cape Enrage as it was a beautiful sunny clear-sky day. When we arrived, the 

gates to the area were locked up  tight; nobody around except us. The sign on the gate said open at 9 am – 

5 pm; it was 930. So we parked outside the gate and went to a look-out area and had a great view of the 

area and lighthouse. Still at 10 am nobody had come to open the gates. Hmmmmm. No staff available to 

come and put up a sign saying they were closed due to no staff being available. This seemed to be a   

common occurrence across Canada so far—lots of staffing issues.  
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We did get some great pictures. So onward 

to Ministers Island. It lays just off the shore 

near St. Andrews. It is a 500 acre island 

reached only at low tide by driving 1 km 

across the floor of the Bay of Funday on the  

gravelly portions of the bar at a very slow 

speed. The tricky part is to make sure to get 

back to the mainland before the tide comes 

back in. In the days of the horse and buggy, 

sometimes they got caught trying to cross as 

the tide was coming in. 

    On the island we were able to tour the buildings of the summer estate of Sir William Van Horne who was 

the president and instigator of the building of the CPR. We 

were able to get back to the mainland early to do a little  

exploring of St. Andrews. As we were pulling away from a stop 

light, a man started shouting and waving at us like a crazy  

person. We decided we had  better stop and see what he 

wants: maybe there was something wrong with our car? 

Turns out he had a 1987 Avanti convertible he wanted to 

show us at the museum. The museum, an old estate called Dayspring, was purchased by this man, Vincent 

Prager in 1995 and he donated it to the Joseph and Fanny Oppenheimer Foundation who then opened it as 

the Oppenheimer-Prager Museum At Dayspring. This man was the son of Eva Prager and great grandson of 

Joseph Oppenheimer well known artist of the area. Their work is displayed at the museum as well as  

historical artifacts of the estate. It was an interesting experience. The guy was pretty intense in getting us to 

tour the museum after looking at the car. No regrets though. The art was lovely and the tour informative. We 

just never know what experiences diving the Avanti will take us on. Later that evening we coasters were 

treated to a wonderful fish and chips dinner with fresh local blueberry cheesecake dessert in the small  

community of Pennfield just up the road from where we were staying in St. George. July 22, we journeyed to 

Grand Falls our last stay in NB. On the way we 

stopped in McAdams for a guided tour of the  

historical railway station  museum and lunch. 
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   After lunch we continued on our way stopping in Harvey NB, the hometown of Don Messer of the TV show 

Don Messer’s Jubilee from 1957 to 1969 and seen the 

giant fiddle erected there in his honor for a photo  

opportunity. As we continued on, we also stopped in 

Hartland to drive through the Hartland Covered 

Bridge. It is the world’s longest covered bridge, at 

1,282 feet long, crossing the Saint John River from 

Hartland to Somerville. Its’s framework is 

built from 7 small Howe Truss bridges joined 

together on 6 piers. On the other side, we 

did a tour of the Covered Bridge Potato Chip 

Factory and sampled some of their chips and 

flavorings—the salt and pepper being the 

best. You can get these chips in the Dollar 

Store in Fortune Shopping Mall in Kamloops. 

Throughout the day we had been having some issues with the Avanti stalling and backfiring which were 

caused by the electronic distributor failing.  July 23 morning, Craig repaired the old original distributor  

replacing the copper ground wire and soldering in the new one with the assistance of a local electronics 

place. Because there wasn’t enough time to change the failing one out for the old working distributor, we 

did manage to drive the 2 kilometers to downtown Grande Falls for 

the prearranged car show in honor of the Coasters. About 100 cars 

attended. The venue was on main street which had a center area that 

was grassy and treed and provided shade for everyone to sit in. The 

city of Grand Falls supplied free hotdogs and water to everyone as 

well as live entertainment. While at the show, we  managed to stum-

ble upon a hair salon open on Saturdays until noon and get our hair 

cut. Most of the barbershops and hair salons are closed on the weekends. It was such a relief to get our 

locks cut as we were getting pretty shaggy looking after being on the road since June 3. We were also lucky 

enough to know someone in Grand Falls who let us use their laundry facilities. There are no public laundro-

mats in Grand Falls. Apparently all the apartment buildings have laundry rooms and there isn’t enough busi-

ness to have a public one. You would not believe how hard it was to get a drop-in hair cut or do laundry on 

this trip. One good thing was happening though. Gas prices were starting to drop. In NB gas prices per liter 

were $1.85 to $1.91 for regular—way better than the $2.226 per liter for regular in northern Ontario back in 

June.  

June 24, early morning, Craig changed out the failing distributor for the old original distributor, points 

and condenser coil. After that, we left Grand Falls for our next province of Quebec. I will continue the 

Canadian Coasters tour saga in my next report. Marlene 
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It turned out we had two events for this particular day. 

 

   1st was Drive to  Ashcroft : - The weather was nice so the following members : - Costain’s, Davidson’s,  

Foleys & Janice Gillis, Gerow’s, Harms, Hoshowski’s, King’s, Sue Wilson and myself took advantage of the 

drive before October 1st when winter tires must be on your car. 

   After a short visit to the Ashcroft Fall fair we stopped by 3rd & 

Bancroft where Gerry & Vicky Wallin along with John Bone had 

Gerry’s 1911 Mclaughlin for picture taking with the Lehman’s for a 

family gathering. The car originally came from Ashcroft and the 

house in the background was Lehman’s house built in 1910.  

   Then it was over to the Desert Hills to get 

our veggies. 

    Following that it was a short drive to 

Cache Creek and Horstings farm for lunch.   

   They give you an order form and you check 

off the items you would like in your sandwich.  

   Sue and I should have split one however our second half did us for supper after we 

had got home. 

   The members said it was fun and we should do it again. See what happens in 2023. Dave 

 

   2nd was the Kiwanis Annual Christmas Toy Run: - Only four or us attended. Was a huge contingent of 

motorcycles… I think they raised a lot of money for the kids. Weather was cool even if it was due to the lo-

cal smoke Jim 
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Thanks to Carolyn Obieglo and Jason Tasko for sending these photos for the Kamshaft.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was estimated 130 cars came to be part of the show. It was not limited to GM only . 
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Gerry Wallin (With Carolyn’s 1964 Pontiac in the back ground) 

 Gerry brought Vicky’s 1962 Mercury Monterey   It was her fathers car 

Jason had his 1929 Chevrolet Landau four-door sedan there. It is a unique and rare car. 

The Landau name actually extends back to the horse-and-carriage era when the retractable roof 

essentially turned a buggy into a convertible.     (Shown below is a 1984 Puma , this is another rare car) 
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     On Sunday September 18th 24 members made the Road Trip To Barriere to 

help Charlie Lawrence celebrate his 80th birthday with hot dogs, cake & ice 

cream just like the kids have at their birthday parties. However we did not have 

any games. It was a nice day for the drive to see the fall colours and the traffic 

was not bad at all.  Gerry Wallin and myself were going to take the McLure  

Ferry on the way home but the river was so low we felt that our old cars would 

have trouble with the loading and unloading so we kept to Highway 5.  It was 

nice to visit Charlie & Eileen’s farm as they have plus or minus 45  chickens  Eileen gave us each a dozen 

fresh eggs as we were leaving. Thanks to the both of you. 

Dave 

 

 


