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Email kamshafteditor@gmail.com         Editor: Dave Dickinson 

National Website: www.vccc.com 
---------- Next Issue Deadline for Classifieds & News March 11th  --------- 
---------- April Issue Deadline for Classifieds & News  April 15th --------- 

Vol. 50  No. 2 

 

Calendar of Events  *Kamloops Chapter Events  
 
*Feb 23rd  Club Auction at General Meeting  [Remember to bring item for the auction ] 
*April 17th  Easter? [More details to follow] 
*Jun 10-12th Back Roads Tour [Limited to 18 Contact Bruce Bawtree 250 819 5741] 
  Mar 27th           Maple Ridge Swap Meet 

HOPE THIS WAS NOT YOUR CAR 

http://www.vccc.com


2 

 
ANNUAL CLUB AUCTION  

At this General Meeting we will be holding our annual club  
auction. 
Please bring items for the auction as it is a way of raising funds 
for the club as with covid out there we can not have our famous 
Pancake breakfasts that provided us with revenue. 
Just about anything goes but Flea Market items are frowned  
upon. 
            Thanks for co-operation 

    

I had a member ask me if Bill Lindsay still does government Inspections.  

I called him and yes, he still does them so you can contact Bill at  

250 376 1339 or Westsyde Service should you require a provincial 

Inspection for vehicle new to the province. 

      Not much in the way of Classifieds however Jason gave me one for the 

     In regards to the Back Road Tour, in June I suggest you contact Bruce as soon as possible as he has to  

Limit it to only 18 vehicles. Sounds like it is going to a another fun weekend as the past BRT’s were great.  

    When you see jokes or comments included in a Kamshaft you know I am looking for more items to be  

included. With spring just around the corner I am hoping there will be more club or car related items that  

I can include in future Kamshafts. 

  EDITOR’S 

 EDITORIAL 

Captain Tom Moore 
   Captain Sir Thomas Moore, more popularly known as 

Captain Tom, was a British Army officer and fundraiser 

who made international headlines in 2020 when he 

raised money for charity in the run-up to his 100th 

birthday during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

   He made the following comment about his life :- 

“Tomorrow will be a good day. Tomorrow you will maybe find everything 

will be much better than today, even if today was alright. My today was alright and my tomorrow will  

certainly be better. That’s the way I’ve always looked at life.”  

It must have worked for him as he made it to age 100. 

Submitted by Sue Wilson 
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Susan Bell 
   Susan Elizabeth Bell (Lundquist) passed away February 8, 
2022 while being held by her devoted children and loving  
husband Stephen Bell. She was 65. Her life began in New 
Westminster, born to Sven and Elsa Lundquist (Nyvall), both 

immigrants from post-war Finland who moved to Canada to seek a better 
life for their family. Susan, known to most as “Susie,” was the youngest of  
5 children – sisters Alice, Gundbritt, Marianne and brother Gary.  
Her cousins Nancy and Theresa also lived in the home and were very much 
like sisters to Susie during her childhood. A life lived with enormous  
empathy, love, friendship, and humour –     Susie was a kind and caring  
person, having a profound impact on the lives she touched.  

   Very early in her life, Susie met the young boy who would later become her husband. Steve was 
a close friend of her brother. On Valentine’s Day 1970, Steve took Susie on their first date (yes, 
Susie was 13 but her mother, Elsa gave the okay). At the start of Grade 12, Steve, trying to lock it 
down, gave Susie a promise ring. Sven and Elsa were supportive on the sole condition that Susie 
finish high school. They were married in June 1974, less than a week after Susan’s final high 
school classes concluded. With her Centennial School diploma and husband in hand, Susie 
skipped the graduation ceremony, opting instead to honeymoon in Finland and Sweden to meet 
extended family.  
   Susie had 48 wonderful years of marriage to Steve, raising 2 sons. When asked about the  
success of their marriage, Susie and Steve would tell people they were best friends before lovers, 
there were no lies or  regrets and they shared total trust in one another. Their life together took 
them across BC, having lived in Smithers, Dawson Creek, Prince Rupert, Coquitlam and Vernon 
before settling permanently in Kamloops to raise a family. Susie valued the life long memories 
and friends in each corner of the Province.  
   The family home was filled with humour, love and good food. Susie and Steve loved travelling 
together across Canada and the USA, vacationing with friends Bob & Mary Hinds, being hosted in 
Mexico by 50-year friends Lori & Brenda Muirhead, and spending lazy summers at Shuswap Lake 
where Susie would float for hours or swim, seemingly immune to the duck itch which is common 
to the area.  
   While still in high school, Susie excelled in office administration, which became her chosen  
profession. Her first job was as a receptionist/switchboard operator for the School Board office in 
Dawson Creek. Soon after, she began at the BC Land Titles & Survey Authority. Susie started her 
career early and was able to take a five year family leave to raise her children. She immensely  
valued this time spent with her two toddlers. Susie derived much enjoyment from the work as a 
dedicated public servant and the many friendships she built over her career. Her colleagues, she 
said, “kept me laughing.” Susie retired in 2015 after 35 years of near perfect attendance.  
   In retirement, Susie pursued her passions for music and language. Susie was an active member 
of the Desert Sounds A Capella group, successfully competing against other choral groups from 
across western Canada. She dedicated herself to learning Spanish to support vacationing in  
Mexico. Susie also sought to learn Swedish. While she never quite mastered her ancestral lan-
guage, Susie did become a master baker of Swedish Bulla bread, to the benefit of her children, 
siblings, nieces, nephews and special friends. 
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    At age 19, Susie became involved in auto sports. Susie had a strong interest in autocross, becoming a  

competitive driver racing Chevrolet Corvettes at events. With Steve always at her side, Susie continued her 

involvement in automobiles as a hobby, supporting many events as long time members of the Vintage Car 

Club of Canada (VCCC) (27 years) and Camaro Club of Western Canada, where they made close friends with 

Ron and Robin Verch. Most recently, they enjoyed 

attending events and ‘cruising’ in their 1966  

Chevrolet Corvair convertible acquired for her  

retirement. Marlene Beddie, a fellow VCCC member, 

provided invaluable support and guidance to both 

Steve and Susie over the last 15 months.  

   She was predeceased by her parents Sven (1979) & 

Elsa (1996) and her very special brother in-law Greg 

Dalton (2020).  

   With grace, Susie stoically and without complaint faced difficult health challenges in the last two years of 

her life. She is now at peace. Susie is survived by her husband Stephen, children Wesley (Ally) and Jordan 

(Natasha), and granddaughter Harper. She is also survived by her supportive siblings, a large and loving  

extended family that includes many nephews and nieces, and notably her beloved Aunt Birgit who was like a 

second mother to Susie.  

   An announcement about a Celebration of Life will be made at a later date, once Covid restrictions permit a 

gathering to take place.  

 

 

 

    

 
What a great job he's done. Looks quite professional.  He's got 
to be retired.  
   Want to know how long it took to glue on 200 lbs of  
pennies? The entire project took 6 weeks. 
   So, if the bank and government DO NOT want your  
pennies, you may want to consider this …??!!  
    Who said it can't be done?   
   I think what happened here is the man told his wife he  
needed to paint his car and when he told her how much it would cost, she told him to "save his pennies."     
   Thus, the $383.00 'paint' job.  The 1949 Cadillac is completely covered with 38,295  pennies! They were 
affixed one by one using Silicone.  
   They added over 200 pounds to the vehicle's weight.   
   The pennies are US, and include an 1817 "Big Cent", 2 Error pennies, and 4 1943 Steel pennies;  
(but who's counting?). — And, it won't scratch! * Sent in by Dave Costain 

$383.00 PAINT JOB 
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IN THE REARVIEW MIRROR  #10                                                 by Sal Harms 
 
 
OMG,  I remember the winter of 1969 – 1970, do you……  We were living in Kamloops but  
commuting to Castlegar weekly as the boss was working at the pumping station in Kinnaird 
which is just south of Castlegar. 
 
Earlier in the fall I had bought (all by myself) my first vehicle, a 1962 awesome robin egg blue 
Chevy Biscayne Station wagon.  Lots of glass, so great visibility, and good on gas, so what 
else could be better for a young and innocent wife.  The boss was in the Yukon working and I 
told myself that I required transportation for all the weekly groceries.  Justification for the pur-
chase was most important. 
 
BEHOLD my first vehicle. 
 

    
Chevrolet Biscayne Station Wagon 235 Hi-Thrift overdrive (man. 4) in 1962, the model with 5-
door station wagon body and Inline-6 3859 cm3 / 235.5 cui, 100.5 kW / 137 PS / 135 hp (SAE 
gross) offered since September 1961. This Chevrolet would accelerate 0-60 mph in 16.4 sec, 
0-100 km/h in 17.8 sec but not in all hwy. conditions.  Lol 
Heh, readers of my articles, you will remember this is the one and only Xmas tree hauler. 
 
Ok, back to snow, snow and more snow.  It was a long, long winter and we did so much trav-
elling 
from Kamloops to Castlegar under the most adverse conditions and with a youngster on 
board. 
The following winter storm warning was a regular daily bulletin from the desk of Environment  
Canada and BC Department of Hwys.  Did not have highway cams in the good old days, one 
just relied on the radio. 
 
Environment Canada has issued a winter storm warning for the Blueberry Paulson. A storm is 
expected to bring 20-to-30 centimeters of snow and winds of 50-to-70 km/h to Highway 3 on 
the Paulson Summit starting Friday evening through Saturday. 
“Consider postponing non-essential travel until conditions improve,” Environment Canada 
said in a statement.  “Rapidly accumulating snow could make travel difficult over some loca-
tions. Visibility may be suddenly reduced at times in heavy snow.” 
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Climbing the Blueberry Paulson to the summit in the daylight.  Of course we travelled mostly at 
night, less traffic. 

    
                     
                          THIS                                                  TO             THIS    in a few miles. 
 
How would you prepare yourself for all the winter highway miles, of course, by buying great winter 
snow tires. 
In the good old days (which are not so long ago) studded tires were a must.  Much can be said 
about the pros and cons of studded tires but I am still here to tell you that without them that winter 
the situation could have been worse. 
 
Voila, the winter tire vs. the studded tire.    And, of course, all you folks know what studs look like, 
eh.                                                                                      

           

 
    
What is that you say….Let me tell you, that my readers, is a front end loader which was travelling 
just south of Monte Lake one snowy Friday evening.  I was driving, the boss was sleeping as he had 
worked all day, and conditions were blizzard, white out and ugly, but I was going slow when all of a 
sudden the boss yells at me to stop or was I going to hit that front end loader which was travelling in 
my lane with backup lights on.  Damn, I saw the lights on the back of the loader, but thought they 
were the lights at the Monte Lake store.  I will have you know that I did not hit the loader but it sure 
scared me.  It is one incident in my life I shall never forget.    Sal 



7 

 

 

 

   January 2022 Mystery Car is a 1972 Imperial, which was the “top of the line” luxury car manufactured by 
Chrysler Corporation. The body was of the fuselage design featuring curved side panels, roofline, and curved 
side windows. Large wraparound front and rear bumpers, side moldings, wheel moldings, and window trim 
were standard features. A new grille, vinyl top, hidden headlights, and vertical design tail lights were new for 
the 1972 model year. Three body styles were available, the two door hardtop, the four door hardtop, and 
the limousine. These cars were huge, especially by todays standards. These cars were nineteen feet, two 
inches long by six feet, eight inches wide. A LeBaron two door hardtop weighted four thousand, seven  
hundred and ninety pounds. The base price for this model was $6,534.00. A LeBaron four door hardtop 
weighted four thousand, nine hundred and fifty five pounds. Base price for that model was $6,767.00. The 
limousines were a custom build with a factory price of between $12 – and $15,000.00.   

             
   Power for these cars was provided by a 440 cubic inch V8 engine. With a bore of 4.32 inches by a stroke of 
3.75 inches, the net horsepower output was 225 SAE HP. This may seem anemic for this size of car, but it 
must be remembered that 1972 was the year that HP ratings was changed from BHP (brake horsepower) to 
SAE (Society of Automotive Engineers) ratings. Electronic ignition was used for the first time on these en-
gines. Power was transmitted through a Torque Flight three speed automatic transmission to the rear differ-
ential. Suspension consisted of torsion bars on the front, and extra-long leaf springs on the rear, which pro-
vided a soft ride with good control. These cars came with front disc brakes and drum brakes on the rear. As 
an option, you could order an anti-skid system for the brakes, which was an industry first.                               
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   Just as you would expect, the interior upholstery and appointments are very 
luxurious. There were four different seating options available, some with 
leather c/w cloth inserts, up to all leather. All the seats were of the floating 
cushion design. Deep pile carpeting was used throughout the interior as well 
as in the trunk, including for the spare tire cover. Just the list of features and 
options for these cars is over two pages long. Items like power steering, power 
brakes, power windows, side turning lights in the front fenders, and a com-
plete set of engine gauges were pretty standard items. Air conditioning could 

be ordered in either standard form, or a dual system 
for both the front and the rear. There were storage 
compartments in each door. Four cigar lighters were 
provided throughout the interior. Other options in-
clude automatic headlight  
dimmer, auto speed control, a very wide range of  
entertainment systems, sun roof, and tilt/telescopic 
steering wheel. 
                          

 Production of the four door LeBaron automobile 
for 1972 was13,472 cars. Production figures for the 
1972 two door LeBaron automobiles was 2,322.  
 Only two  limousines were produced. I do not have 
the specifications on these cars. They were sold to the 
US Secret Service. The two cars in question were sent to 
Hess & Eisenhardt for modifications, namely for level 
 VI armor. This included heavy bullet proof glass and 
complete bomb proof armor. These cars were used by President Nixon, and President Ford.  
 The last use of these cars was to transport President Reagan to his inauguration. These cars were later 
destroyed by the  Secret Service for security reasons.                                                                            Art Harms 

 

   Elaine Jones is our sunshine lady.  

If you know a member that could use a ray of sunshine contact Elaine at  

     778 470 0369  

      Elaine sent the following cards 

                Sympathy cards to Norma McCormick & Steve Bell 

    Thinking of You to Joy Parkes                       
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Jason Tasko picks up his 1928 Whippet from Wallace upholstery as they had completed doing the  

upholstery.  Jason picked a shade of grey colour as close as he could for his car to the car pictured below 

however paints have changed since 1928 so the shade of grey may appear to be a little different. 

You ask who made Whippet cars? 

They were built by the Willys-Overland Corporation 

of Toledo, Ohio, the Whippet was aptly named (after 

a breed of dog)- it was small and swift.  

Introduced in 1926, it was America's smallest car, 

with a 100.25-inch wheelbase. Two engines were 

available, a four and a six.  

The Whippet was in production from 1927 until  

early 1931. 
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The Old Bank of Commerce is a two-storey 

Edwardian Baroque commercial building clad in 

red brick with dressed stone trim. Situated at the 

northeast corner of Victoria Street and First  

Avenue, the building is distinguished by its  

symmetrical front façade, granite foundation,  

lunette windows and hipped roof. 

HERITAGE VALUE 

   Built in 1904, the Old Bank of Commerce is  

valued for its high quality architecture, materials 

and craftsmanship. The sophisticated Edwardian 

Baroque 'temple' design of this branch bank sym-

bolized civic pride and progress, and conveyed a 

sense of conservatism, permanence and security, which were desirable characteristics for a financial 

institution. As the architects for the Canadian Bank of Commerce, the Toronto-based partnership of 

Frank Darling (1850-1923) and John Andrew Pearson (1867-1940) provided sophisticated Classical 

Revival designs for branch banks throughout western Canada.    A major force in Canadian architecture, the 

partnership of Darling and Pearson was responsible for close to a thousand bank projects, ranging in size 

from urban headquarters to small wooden structures in remote locations. The Old Bank of Commerce  

displays high quality materials and craftsmanship throughout. The front façade is clad in dressed stone and 

Kamloops pressed red brick, manufactured at the local brick factory in Mission Flats. Local contractors  

Johnston and Gill were responsible for the brickwork and masonry. Robert Mackay (1865-1937) completed 

the interior of the building, which also exhibits the highest quality materials, such as a marble floor in the 

banking hall. 

   The Old Bank of Commerce is also significant as a symbol of the development of the corporate banking  

system in Kamloops and is valued for its association with the Canadian Bank of Commerce, which occupied 

the building until 1924. The first bank in Kamloops was the Bank of British Columbia, which occupied a 

wooden building on the southeast corner of Victoria Street and First Avenue in 1887. In 1900, the Canadian 

Bank of Commerce absorbed the Bank of British Columbia and utilized its premises until 1904 when this 

building was erected. 

   Furthermore, the Old Bank of Commerce is valued as a representation of the economic growth and  

development of Kamloops during the Edwardian era. In its early phase, the local economy was based on the 

trade of fur, gold and cattle. With the arrival of the Canadian Pacific Railway in 1885, Kamloops became a 

prosperous business community with an abundance of employment opportunities. The advent of the  

railway allowed for the transport of people and goods, which benefitted trade in the region. Between 1885 

and 1905, the population increased five-fold; this surge can be directly linked to the rise of financial institu-

tions such as the Bank of Commerce. In response to the growing importance of Kamloops as a regional cen-

tre, the Old Bank of Commerce was expanded in 1912 with additions to the rear and the eastern side.  

Between 1953 and 1964, the building was used as the City Hall. 
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CHARACTER-DEFINING ELEMENTS 

Key elements that define the heritage  

character of the Old Bank of Commerce  

include its:  

- corner location, facing Victoria Street and 

First - Avenue in downtown Kamloops 

- monumental commercial form, scale and 

massing, as expressed by its two-storey 

height, symmetrical massing with central 

entry, excavated basement, hipped roof and 

cubic plan, with 1912 additions at the rear 

and eastern side 

- masonry construction, such as granite foundation with raised tuckpointing, red-brick cladding, and dressed 

stone trim 

- Edwardian Baroque features such as engaged pilasters with exaggerated entasis, overscale lunettes placed 

over windows with giant keystones, eave modillions, and block quoins 

- fenestration, including wooden-sash windows on the ground floor 

- external red-brick chimney 

- original interior features such as banking hall marble floor, wooden trim and floors, interior fireplaces and 

massive bank vault 

HUSBANDS ARE THE BEST PEOPLE TO SHARE YOUR SECRTS WITH 

THEY’LL NEVER TELL ANYONE BECAUSE THEY AREN’T LISTENING 
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A Thought to Remember Until Next Time:  

*Good friends are like stars, you don't always see them,  

but you know they are always there. 

 Steering wheel for a 1928 Whippet model 98  

sedan, contact Jason, 250-372-2809 Jason 

 2022 ROSTER 
   Keith Stewart is looking after the 

club roster this year. 

   If you would like to add or change 

the photo of your car from the 2021 club roster 

please send it ASAP to: -  

keithstewart34@hotmail.com (med size photo)  

Feb. 28th is the cut-off date for 2022 memberships. 

NAME TAGS ??? 
   Did you change your name lately and 

need a new name tag?  

   If so contact Debbie ASAP at  

debbie_f28@hotmail.com  

as she is going to be ordering name tags 

for our new members. 


