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VCCC—Kamloops Chapter Newsletter Box 239 Kamloops, BC V2C 5K6 

Email  kamshafteditor@gmail.com    Editor: -  Dave Dickinson 

National Website : - www.vccc.com 

——- Next Issue Deadline for Classifieds & News—February 14th ——- 

——- March Issue Deadline for Classifieds & news—March  13th. ——- 

Vol. 49—1 

Calendar of Events  *Kamloops Chapter Events 

*Jan. 22th General Meeting (Talk on ICBC & Haggerty Insurance) 

*Feb. 2nd  Group Breakfast  

*Feb. 26th General Meeting 

*Apr .12th 50th Anniversary Easter Parade (Please Dress Vintage) 

*Jun 12-14th Back Road Tour (Bob Gieselman) {Details to follow at later date} 
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     Here it is the start another year and yes I am still Editor so you will once 

again hear me asking for articles and items for your Kamshaft through out 

the year. 

   If there is items that you think I am missing please contact me and let me know as I want your 

Kamshaft to be interesting reading. 

E-Mails: - When I send an e-mail I try to send it by Blind Copy (BCC) and put VC in the Subject 

Line. I have been told by some that they do not read everything. So could I please in the future only 

have one message per e-mail. I will try. 

   As Editor I am going to try and get more group and individual pictures along with the cars. So 

please wear you best smile when attending chapter events. 

 

 

Elaine Jones is our  

sunshine lady.  

If you know a member that could use a ray of sunshine contact Elaine at  

joneselaine28@yahoo.ca or 778 470 0369  

Cards sent 

Get Well to Jim Carroll 

      In regards to our monthly 2020 Group Breakfast at Denny’s. Yes we out still going 

to have them  on the following Sundays: - February 2nd, March 1st, April 5th, May 

3rd, June 7th, July 5th, August 9th, September 13th, October 4th, November 1st, & 

December 6th. 

     As the room we use is limited to 32 comfortably I will need for you to let me know if plan 

on attending any of these. It is on a 1st come bases. Thanks, Dave  

 

Doors closed until next month 
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IMAGE the year 1910 

 

The year is over one hundred years ago. Amazing what a  

difference a century makes! 

 

Here are some statistics for that year in the USA. 

 

The life expectancy for men was 47 years. 

 

   Fuel for this car was sold in drug stores only. 

 

Only 14 percent of the homes had a bathtub.  

 

Only 8 percent of the homes had a telephone.  

 

There were only 8,000 cars and only 144 miles of paved roads. 

The maximum speed limit in most cities was 10 mph. 

The average US wage in 1910 was 22 cents per hour. 

The average US worker made between $200 and $4000 per year. 

A competent accountant could expect to earn $2000 per year. 

A dentist $2,500 per year, a veterinarian between $1,500  and $4,000 per year. 

And a mechanical engineer about $5,000 per year 

Two out of every 10 adults couldn't read or write and only 6 percent of all Ameri-

cans had graduated from a high school. 

 

The tallest structure in the world was the Eiffel Tower. 

 

More than 95 percent of all births took place at Home. 

Ninety percent of all Doctors had NO COLLEGE EDUCATION! 

 Instead, they attended so-called medical schools. 

Many of which were condemned in the press and the government as ‘substandard.’ 

 

Sugar cost four cents a pound, Eggs were fourteen a dozen.& Coffee was fifteen cents a pound. 

 

Most women only washed their hair once a month, and used either Borax or 

egg yolks for a shampoo. 

 

There was no such a thing as under arm deodorant or tooth paste. 

 

No Mother’s or Father’s Days. 

Crossword puzzles, canned beer and ice tea had not been invented yet. 

 

AND CANADA PASSED A LAW THAT PROHIBITED POOR PEOPLE FROM ENTERING INTO 

THE  COUNTRY FOR ANY REASON.                                        Submitted by CLIFF HART 
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AUSTIN OVERBOARD!      WHEN 22 CARS WERE DUMPED 

INTO  

VANCOUVERS ENGLISH BAY  

by Jeff Peek // February 09, 2018 

   The British-built Austin A40 made quite a splash in 

Vancouver, British Columbia, in 1952. Twenty-two 

splashes, in fact. Right into English Bay. On purpose. 

   Beginning in 1932, Vancouver auto dealer Fred 

Deeley served as the official distributor of Austin Mo-

tor Cars, and the partnership was so valuable that, at 

Deeleyʼs urging, Austin began building a left-hand-

drive model for export in 1948. The small, four-

cylinder Austin A40 was offered in several forms, coupe, pickup truck, van, even an ambulance, 

and it proved to be popular in the western Canadian province 

and other parts of the world. 

In fact, as writer Alyn Edwards explained in the Vancouver 

Sun several years ago, the Austin A40 became Britain's 

leading export, earning $70 million in its first four years of 

production. Sales in B.C. alone—through 40 Austin dealer-

ships—totaled $15 million in those first four years. 

   Fred Deeley Motors not only served as the marque's dis-

tributor, it was by far the most successful Austin dealer in 

British Columbia. Deeley's year- over-year Austin sales had 

already doubled twice when, in August 1951, Fred Deeley 

held a giant 10-day Austin of England show in Vancouver 

that was attended by Austin executives. 

   Unfortunately, Deeley's wild Austin ride was about to hit a bit of a speed bump. On April 28, 1952, 

the Dutch ship Dongedy, carrying 50 Austin A40 cars and light trucks, caught fire in Vancouver's 

harbor. A fireboat showered salt water onto the freighter, which extinguished the flames but also 

damaged a number of vehicles that had otherwise escaped the fire unscathed. 

   Several days later, the Vancouver Sun reported that Austin execs had decided to dump the fire 

and water-damaged cars “into Burrard Inlet, somewhere near English Bay.” An Austin spokesman 

told the Sun, “We don't want anyone to have any doubt in his mind when he buys a car. We are 

making sure no one claims his car is acting up be-

cause it was damaged in the fire.” 

   So on May 9, under the supervision of a customs of-

ficial, 22 damaged A40s —stripped of their tires and 

batteries—were loaded onto a barge, towed to the en-

trance of Howe Sound, pulled one by one into the wa-

ter by cables linked to a tugboat, and were sunk to 

their watery grave.  

(Robert O. Bentley photographed the disposal; his images 

are part of the Dominion Photo Studio collection in the Van-

couver Public Library.) 
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   DRAGGING OCEAN FOR 

AUTO COULD  

BOOMERANG 

 

   If you hook up a new English car from 

the bottom of Howe Sound it won't be any 

"lucky dip." That car is tainted—Taint 

yours, 't'aint lost, it's been dumped. 

   Twenty-two of this type car were con-

signed to a Vancouver. dealer aboard the 

MS. Dongedyk which caught fire In the harbor recently. 

   Officials of the car manufacturers decided they were not fit to market so they were dumped into 

Howe Sound. 

    

   Tuesday. a tugboat man spent the day dragging over the spot. The legal situation is ticklish. The 

cars have paid no duty, authorities point 

out, and ownership is still vested in the 

company which had them dunked. 

    

   After a tugboat crew was seen drag-

ging the bottom of English Bay, the Sun 

published a follow-up story warning any-

one who hoped to snag a free Austin or 

two that they ought to consider the con-

sequences. “The legal situation is tick-

lish. The cars have paid no duty...and 

ownership is still vested with the compa-

ny that had them dunked.” The warning 

apparently worked. “To my knowledge, 

the Austins have never been disturbed,” 

says Edwards, who is now a partner 

with the Vancouver- based public rela-

tions firm Peak Communicators Ltd. 

   As a long time newspaper reporter, 

Edwards has heard some interesting 

tales over the years, none quite as 

memorable as the day that 22 Austin's 

met their fate in English Bay. “I've  

written hundreds of stories about classic 

cars, but this one is the most unique,” 

he says. “Could you imagine if an auto 

manufacturer did that today?” 

 

(Article provided by Ken Hoshowski) 
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FRED DEELEY HOLDS A GIANT 10-DAY SHOW 

AUSTIN OF ENGLAND IN VANCOUVER 

  Shown in the middle of the picture on the left is that of an Ambulance. This could have possible 

been our Chapters 1952 Austin-Sheerline Ambulance. 

JANUARY MYSTERY CAR?  

{Supplied by Art Harms} 

 

December Mystery Car 
     December’s mystery car is a 1928 Chrysler touring car. 

This 4 door touring car could be purchased in 1928 for 

$1,095.00 dollars. These cars were built on a 109 inch 

wheelbase chassis. Power 

was provided by a flathead 

six engine, through a 3 speed transmission, to a 4.6 to 1 ratio, rear dif-

ferential. The engine was fairly advanced for its time, featuring 5 to 1 

compression ratio, 7 main bearings, and pull pressure lubrication.   

     These cars were quite an accomplishment considering Walter 

Chrysler bought Maxwell cars in 1925, and  created  

Chrysler Corporation  

 

2020 MEMBERSHIPS  

ARE NOW DUE   
Dues are $65.00 which is the same as last year.  

You can bring it to the January Meeting or mail it to the club address  

Vintage Car Club Box 239 Kamloops, BC V2C 5K6 
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    EASTER PARADES GONE BY 
  

     This year’s Easter Parade on Sunday April 12th will be the 50th Annual Easter Parade. Dick 

is hoping that everyone will pitch in and make it one to remember.  

     As the title states in years gone by the members would dress in Vintage Clothing. If you find that 

your Vintage clothes have managed to shrink in your closet over time still try to wear a hat or in the 

case of ladies an Easter Bonnet to help set the tone for a Vintage Car Parade. 

    If you are not in the position to drive your car there are many other ways you can be of help. So 

please contact Dick Parkes 250 573 5740 or rparkes@telus.net.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The late Glenn & Ev Gallagher (Easter Parade 1980) with their 1929 Pierce-Arrow Limo 

   Vintage Cars participating in the 1972 Annual Jaycees 

Vintage Car Parade ended their parade through Kamloops 

at Riverside Park in the afternoon on Easter Sunday April 

2nd. The picture above, shows the crowd viewing some of 

the many vintage autos that participated in the parade. 

 

 {Staff Photos by Neil MacDonald Kamloops Daily Sentinel } 

 

   In the 1972 parade Duane and 

Darrell Dickinson of Cache Creek 

along with their dog Patches   

enjoyed  riding in the rumble seat of 

their Dad’s 1928 Hupmobile, 
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     This show was held on Labour Day weekend at 

White Rock. Chapter member Del Basaraba was a 

judge at this show. 

     It is not a large show as it is by invitation only so 

there is not thousand of cars but those invite are some 

of the cream of the crop. There was a very nice variety 

so there was something of interest for everyone. 

{Ed’s notes: - Hard to show all the cars there with their de-

tails} As there just not enough room} 

      

   This 1951 Cadillac  

belongs to our Vintage 

Car Club president 

and was used  by the 

Queen on her visit to 

Canada in 1951. Jim 

has done a great job in 

restoring this car as 

you have read in the  

Vintage Car  

Magazine. 
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A Thought to Remember Until Next Time: -  

Never try to make anyone like yourself,  

You and  God knows that one of you is enough. 

6 volt OOGA-Horn  

Keith Barron  kbarron2679@gmail.com  

1941 Ford pick-up –ANY & ALL PARTS  

Art Beaumont 77tyrell@gmail.com 

X Tent Trailer $150.00 Fibregas top  HD Axle 

13” Chevy rims.                Jake 250 573 3373 

Winter Tires (4) 16” Mounted on VW rims 

                                             Mal 778 220 5072 

FREE  (to the 1st to caller) 13” Winter Tires 

Good Thread           

                                  Don Potts 250 374 1972 

Jasper Museum  (www.jaspermuseum.org) 

They have recreated and have For Sale Park Buffa-

los. For various years from 1925-`1940. $20 each or 

3 for $55 + GST & shipping.       Call Jasper Museum

 1 780 852 3013 

 

 

 

Water in the Carburetor 

Wife: - There is trouble with the car. It has 

water in the carburetor. 

Husband: - Water in the carburetor. That is 

ridiculous. 

Wife: - I tell you there is water in the carbu-

retor. 

Husband: - You don’t know what  a carbu-

retor is. I will check it out. Where is the 

car? 

Wife: - In the pool. 


