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VCCC – Kamloops Chapter Newsletter Box 239 Kamloops, BC V2C 5K6 

Email kamshafteditor@gmail.com         Editor: Dave Dickinson 
National Website: www.vccc.com 

---------- Next Issue Deadline for Classifieds & News– October 16th  --------- 
---------- November Issue Deadline for Classifieds & News November12th-  ---------- 

Vol. 49  No. 9 

Calendar of Events  *Kamloops Chapter Events  
*Sept 15rh  Executive Meeting 
  Sept 18th  White Post Swap Meet 

*Sept 22nd General Meeting 7:30 Hal Rogers 2025 Summit Drive 
       “Masks Must Be Worn At the Meeting” “Limited to 50” 
*Sept 26th  Adopt A Road  Meet 10 am Kamloops Fire Hall #5  at Tolko Sawmill Heffley 

Join the Team 

Adopt A Road Sunday Sept. 26th 

2011-11-1 

http://www.vccc.com
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  EDITOR’S 

 EDITORIAL 

The Hupp Club I belong to started a new item for their herald . This is part of the 1st story. I believe they 

are going to be interesting stories  

It would be nice if our members could do something  similar with “Show Us Your Car” 

 

. 

 

 

Elaine Jones is our sunshine lady.  

If you know a member that could use a ray of sunshine contact Elaine at  

778 470 0369  

Elaine sent the following cards 

      “Get Well” to Bob Gieselman & Geoff Gibbard 

      “Thank You” to Audrey & Engel Bouwmeester. 

    “Sympathy”  to Andy Cordonier 
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MEMORIA AREA 

 

Built in 1948-49 and dedicated on  

November 11, 1949, the Memorial Arena 

is significant as a representation of 

community efforts to commemorate 

lost soldiers, build community pride 

and construct new recreational facilities 

in Kamloops at the end of World War II 

Its construction at that time also  

reflects increasing population growth 

as troops returned to the area, and a 

gradual return to prosperity. Built with 

funds raised by the Kamloops and  

District War Memorial Recreational  

Society, this was the first local artificial 

ice rink. Originally designed as part of 

an ambitious larger complex known as  

Memorial Centre that was to include a swim-

ming pool, curling rink and meeting rooms, 

the arena was the only portion to be built. 

 

The Memorial Arena is also valued for its  

association with the development of  

organized hockey leagues in Kamloops and 

for its continuous use as a hockey venue. 

The first organized local hockey leagues 

were formed after World War I; a Junior 

league in 1918 and a Senior league in 1919. 

The Memorial Arena replaced earlier arenas 

in other parts of Kamloops, and became the 

primary arena for the Western Canada  

Hockey League junior hockey teams: the 

Kamloops Chiefs (1973-1977); the Junior  

Oilers (1981-1984); and the Kamloops  

Blazers (established in 1984).  

 

 

Although the Memorial Arena was  

superseded by the Riverside Coliseum (now 

the Interior Savings Centre) in 1992, it  

continues to be actively used by lower-level 

hockey teams. 

 

Furthermore, the Memorial Arena is a  

significant example of a large clear-span 

structure that is representative of the  

contemporary engineering of its time.  

Supported on a concrete base, the massive 

exposed steel truss roof supports heavy  

timber purlins and a plank roofing deck. The 

use of timber in the superstructure and red 

brick on the front façade attests to the  

presence of local brick and lumber  

industries. The flat-roofed entry pavilion with 

its horizontal ribbon windows demonstrates 

the influence of the International Style that 

gained popularity in the postwar era. 

Continued next page) 
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Key elements that define the heritage  

character of the Memorial Arena include its: 

- location on Victoria Street in downtown 

Kamloops - continuous use for public  

assembly and recreation - institutional form, 

scale and massing as expressed by its single

-storey height, large rectangular open-span 

interior space, dual-pitched roof over the  

arena and flat roof at the entry - construction 

materials, including board-formed reinforced 

concrete used for the foundations and  

structural piers, concrete 

block infill walls, massive 

steel roof trusses, wooden 

purlins supporting a  

wooden plank roof, heavy 

timber end walls and red-

brick cladding at the entry 

- International Style  

influences as expressed by 

the horizontally- propor-

tioned, flat-roofed entry pa-

vilion with wood-frame 

clerestory ribbon windows - additional exteri-

or features, such as the bronze dedicatory 

plaque placed at the centre of the front fa-

çade 

- interior features, including concrete stands 

with wooden bench seating, wooden floors 

and ceilings, and exposed interior structure  

EDITOR 

MS Society & A&W  Each year all across Canada A & W have a car show and raise 

funds for the Multiple Sclerosis Society of Canada. This year  

rather than having just a car show it was decided to add in a cruise  

between the different A&W’s starting at the Verge and ending at North 

Kamloops. When they presented the $7,000 that was raised to the 

manager of the A&W it was announced that Kamloops was only place 

in all of Canada that had a rolling car show. 

   From the our Chapter we had a good showing of 15 members driving 

their cars and 4 others came along for a teen burger and support. 

During this time A&W donates a % of every teen burger sold that day, 

The event was very well organized as when we left the verge a tow 

truck acted as the 

pace vehicle and the 

rest of us followed 

along. 

   After Valleyview A&W it was through the 

POWOW grounds. When it came time to get back 

on Hwy 5 the police helped with traffic control as I 

am sure we must have had between 60 & 70 cars 

in attendance.  

https://m.facebook.com/MSSocietyCanada/
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   Audrey and Engel Bouwmeester when signing in took time to 

talk with organizer Ron Popove.  When you first arrived and made 

your donation you were given a sheet that had cruise instructions 

and had to be signed at each stop by a member of the Roadmen 

car club. At the end, the sheets were collected and your name 

was then put into a draw box for 

one of the many prizes.  

   Our club did very well as the  

following members got something: 

- Al Barden, Jim Carroll, Harm 

Fransen, Ken Hoshowski, Robert Sparrow, & Sue Wilson 

   Thanks to all those that came and maybe we can do it again next 

year. Editor 
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Big Wheels by DJ  Simpson ( reprinted from April 1982 Kamshaft ) 

A whole way of life began unfolding the morning Dick Parkes , still working as a surveyor,  

discovered a 28 Buick McLaughlin in a barn on a Darfield farm. But it wasn’t until 8 years later, that 

Dick finally realized he was a confirmed Buick car nut, so in 1973 Dick trailered home a rough, but 

complete 28 Buick. The suspension was worn out , along with the rearend. The motor was covered 

with squirrels nests and old leaves. Dick also bought a 41 Buick thinking the parts would fit the 28. 

when he found out they didn’t he got sidetracked for the next 5 years restoring the 41 instead. 

 

Dick Parkes began his early love affair with the automobile by being into sport cars, then dune  

buggies, and finally, vintage. In 1977 Dick had no car when he joined our club. Now 9 years later he 

owns 10 Buicks, most of a 17 Ford Model T, 2 Studebakers, a Capri, and a 57 VW (that’s 15 in 

case you lost count!)  Dick is a member of 5 other car clubs for Buicks and Studebakers. He is tied 

at 10 cars with one other Canadian member of the Buick Club of America for owning the most 

Buicks. 

 

Today, the 41 still serves the purpose for a family touring locally, but the big doings around the 

Parke’s house is the restoration of the 38 Mclaughlin. The chassis is complete, rear-end, done and 

the motor rebuilt by Ron Buck. With the body taking shape now, Dick hopes to be driving in the 

1983 Quarter Century May Tour (Kelowna). As one of our key members in the club, I was most  

infested when asking Dick about his thoughts for those first time restorers, “Try to get something 

easy”  he said “and once you’ve got it on the road, then go for something, more complicated if you 

want.” That way you can still participate in club tours. I’ve seen so many projects where  the  

restorer hardly  knew where to begin.” As far as his thought on the Vintage Car Club , Dick says 

“since joining, I’ve met more people from all walks of life than I would have ever hope to meet. I’ve 

made a great many friends, I otherwise would not have made. It is a great feeling to be able to go 

into most towns. Look in the roster and phone up a fellow member, knowing that he’d be more than 

willing  to help out. 

 

Dick says he’d like to learn to do as much restoration work as he can. Lately, it’s been body work 

on the old 38 McLaughlin-Buick. While .doing a little research on the car , dick found out it has a 

motor which was a factory exchange your engine overnight” (Literally) he also discovered the car 

belonged to an old school teacher he once had. And finally there Dick's hard working car nut wife, 

Joy. When I asked her what’s it like living with a man who save cars from the crusher, she wisely 

retorted  “If you can’t beat ‘em, join ‘em. 

Dave Simpson Editor 
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WHAT IS IT? 

If you know contact  

kamshafteditor@gmail.com 

Presented by 

Vicky & Jerry Wallin 

AUGUST 

 

 

 

 

Green Bean Slicer 

Well worth watching the video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=kdktQc_JA-I 

SEPTEMBER 

 

THE LAST THURSDAY In the past Jim Carroll had us on a Thursday Night Cruise  

doing something. He retired so Sue Wilson and myself thought we had some good ideas so we said 

yes will give it try. Well between the Covid, smoke, and very high temperatures we did not have 

much of a turn out for cruising however some did join us for supper in the park. We would like to 

thank those that did make it out for one or more of the Thursday evenings. 

   Audrey Bouwmeester said that if we would like to cruise out to their place some night for dessert 

and a mini garage tour we were welcome. I contact her and as it turned out August 26th was the 

Last Thursday of the summer. We accepted her offer for desert.  

   Believe it or not we had 29 members show up. That is more than we had in total for all the rest of 

the summer. It shows you that when 

Audrey offered a dessert many came as I 

am sure that the Kamloops Chapter  

members travel on their stomachs. 

   I do hope that some member will carry 

on with the tradition of having a Cruise on 

Thursday nights in 2022. In talking with Jim 

I believer the position is still open.. 
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5 pm Picnic in the park before cruising out to Bouwmeester's 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then at 6 pm it was a short cruise for dessert and a mini garage tour. 

 

 

 

 

Engel greeted us as we 

arrived 

 

Jim thanks Audrey for  

providing us with the 

great tasting rhubarb/

raspberry crumble! 
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While the girls were enjoying the dessert the guys were checking out Engel’s cars and projects. 

 

Thanks to Audrey and Engel for bringing back memories of how the club did things when we used to 

enjoy a normal life. Editor 

 

 

 

 

We meet at the Kamloops Fire Hall #5 at the west end of the Tolko Sawmill road at 10 for 

coffee. We then start the clean-up at 10:30  

Following clean-up around 11:30 we head for the  

Tournament Capital Ball Diamond for a picnic lunch. 

If you can not make it for the clean up we hope you will 

still join us for the picnic part. 

Let’s hope the weather is nice for that day. 
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BC Sheep BREEDERS Association (Revisited) 

     Through my COPD group I met  Richard Newton who actually lived in the  

upstairs apartment of this building. 

    His father had a trucking company called Merritt Fast Freight and it was their 

depot here in Kamloops which they shared along with some other local trucking 

firms. (Photos supplied by Richard Newton) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The open door at the rear of the building          

and picture of the fleet 

    Richard remembers the sheep farmers bringing their bales of wool from as 

far away as Quesnel.. Some bales were at least 7 feet square in size and 

weighed up to 400 lbs. depending on which farmer  He remembers how bad it 

smelled upstairs when it got hot in the summer time. 

     When they had enough wool to fill a box car everyone would 

show up to give a hand as that is the way it was done using hand 

carts. It took between 4 & 6 hours to load.   

     However, Richard remembers his Dad having a cold beer 

available for the crew when they finished. 

Carol Cordonier  

With great sadness I am sharing the news that Carol Cordonier, passed 

away peacefully September 4th, 2021. She suffered a major stroke on  

Friday Aug. 27th and received wonderful care during her final days at 

Kamloops Hospice.  It is comforting to know that she is now in a better place. 

Carol and Andy have been members of the Kamloops Chapter since 2000. 
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The August Mystery Car is a 1952 Henry J manufactured by the Kaiser-Frazer Corporation. Henry J. Kaiser, 
the chairman of the corporation, lent his first name to these cars. These vehicles were a compact car line 
added to their Kaiser and Frazer full sized car lines. The goal was to produce these cars with a maximum 
$1300.00 dollar price tag, hold five adults, and be capable of 50MPH. Normal automobile features and op-
tions were not available. How bare bones were they? How about no trunk lid. Since these were two door 
cars, the trunk was accessed by putting down the front seat, then folding the rear seat to give access to the 
trunk, not a trick that would endear you to the car. Such items as a glovebox, arm rests, passenger side sun 
visor, flow through ventilation, and rolldown rear windows were not available.  
 
Designed by American Metal Products in 1949, with design improvements by Darrin, production started in 
1950 and ended in 1954. Engine choices were an inline four cylinder ( the engine normally found in CJ-3A 
Jeep ), or a inline six cylinder ( normally found in the larger Jeep products ). As a side note – the Kaiser-
Frazer Corporation bought out their engine supplier, Willys-Overland in 1952, and named it Jeep. In the 
1952 model year, a trunk lid became a option. Two safety features were introduced, a padded dash, and a 
pop out windshield in the case of a impact or crash. Production was ceased after 1954 because of the low 
sales. 
 
These cars were also sold through the Sears catalog as the Allstate. The only difference with those cars was 
the nameplate, and were made with Allstate batteries, tires, vee belts, etc. After two years, Sears dropped 
the line due to poor sales.                                                                                                                    
Art Harms 
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A Thought to Remember Until Next Time:  

 You may be only one person in the world, 
 

But you may also be the world to one person 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Hi Folks, we had a nice short fall drive after lunch Thursday and helped the Kamloops  
Kiwanis Club bring a little cheer to kids this Christmas. About a dozen members showed up 
with their wheels and we drove over to the North Hills Mall from Riverside Park where we 
had met for lunch.  
    It was interesting as Denis and Laura Joliceour  
arrived driving their 1944 Ford one ton Military 
truck to make the trip. 
    The Kiwanis folks were very pleased with our  
donations.             Thanks Jim  

NO CLASSIFIEDS THIS 


