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---------- Next Issue Deadline for Classifieds & News– December 7th  --------- 

---------- January 2022 Issue Deadline for Classifieds & News January 14th 2022  ---------- 
Vol. 49  No. 11 

 

Calendar of Events  *Kamloops Chapter Events  
*Nov 24th General Meeting 7:30 pm (Election Night) (see page 2) 
  Nov 28th   Santa Claus Parade (4pm) 
*Dec 7th Early cut off for the December Kamshaft 
*Jan 26th General meeting (7:30 pm Hal Rogers Hall) 
 

Halloween Left Overs  

http://www.vccc.com
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     The November  meeting will be Nov.24 at 7:30 at the Hal Rogers. We 

will be electing the executive for 2022. We are still looking for someone 

to be our secretary and also an alternate Governor. I would encourage 

each member to think whether they may be able to give a little of their 

time to help the club out…..if they could, please call either me,  

Ken Hoshowski or Ray Henry……or just attend the November meeting and volunteer.  

   There will be a Christmas theme to the meeting…..tables will be set out and hot spiced  

cider will be offered along with cookies and taped Christmas music will be playing.  

Folks are encouraged to wear something Christmas’e . 

    As the Hal Rogers is a city building you must wear a mask and have proof of vaccination. 

Thanks President Jim 

     WOW!!  What a turnout of helpers we had on 

Saturday  October 30th from the Kamloops Chapter 

of the VCCC and the Thompson Valley Centre of the 

OECC (Old English Car Club) .  

     This group moved and stacked maybe two tons 

of good stuff ready for shipping on Wednesday. So 

much gratitude from Lorraine and me, it will always 

be remembered.    

    Very typical of our Kamloops Chapter. It would 

have taken me maybe two years to do the same 

work this group did in about three to four hours.. 

Thanks  Ken Finnigan 
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WHAT IS IT? 

If you know contact  

kamshafteditor@gmail.com 

Presented by Jerry & Vicky Wallin 

          November        October 

          Fireplace Holder 

 

Frank Fraser 1930-2021 

     Frank was a member of the Kamloops Chapter for some where around 20 years.  

Living at Adams Lake he ran the tug boat on the lake that transported the logs to the 

sawmill. Frank never made it to many of our meetings because of his work. As Salmon Arm 

being closer he transferred his Vintage Car membership to the Shuswap Chapter. In his own way 

Frank was a great supporter of our chapter by attending Easter Parades, providing cars for our mall 

shows and along with his wife Pat were great hosts when we had 

garage tours to their place. 

These pictures show some of the fine cars that Frank owned. 
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Big Wheels by DJ  Simpson ( reprinted from March 1982 Kamshaft ) 

They will coming from all over the world to Snowmass, Colorado in late July. Some from Europe, 

some from down under, and our own Ken Finnigan from Kamloops. I’m talking  of course, about 

the International Austin-Healy meet this summer. The Finnigan's are preparing their 1967 Healy 

2000 for the big day, July 15th. When 2000 Healey's will converge on Snowmass for six days of 

events. 

 

The Finnigan’s have been sports car enthusiasts since the mid-fifties. In fact, when Ken first met his 

wife (Elizabeth) she was driving a TR3. She later sold the car to finance their honeymoon. 

 

Ken’s 63 Healey was originally a Winnipeg car purchased locally at a sheriff’s auction. Since that 

time, Ken and his youngest son Cam, have completely re-wired the car, done generator work,  

rebuilt the head, and completed work on the carburation. Car has been involved in all aspects of 

Ken’s interest in sportsters. In fact, Cam has done a ground up restoration on a Triumph Spitfire he 

found as a hulk near Roache Lake. Ken figures when his son heads down to the coast to further his  

education. His wife will be near by to pass wrenches and hold the corner of the awkward parts. 

 

As I was talking with Ken, he showed me where he’d been working on a defective splined hub.  

Luckily, he’d discovered this before loosing a wheel on the way to Colorado. By this time I’d finished  

this interview, it was very late, but who should I meet at the door as I was leaving with this very 

same hub in their hands??? Nighthawk car nuts Ivan LeJeunesse and Dick Parkes clad in greasy  

coveralls. The hub had been fixed up by another illustrious member Ron Buck, so it goes to show 

you that belonging to our club can net you lots of friendly help. 

 

It is of course true, Ken is the Kamloops Chapter’s biggest hoarder of British tin and aluminum.  

(he has better than 10 cars of various vintage and species.) One of these is a near complete 55 

Healey 100-4 in pieces in his attic no less. Ken’s advice to first time restorer is “don’t set your goals 

too high.” “Find a warm comfortable place to work if possible. 

” When it comes to restorations. Ken’s ambition is to “learn to do 

as much as possible on his own”  Already Ken is enrolled in an 

upholstery course and a welding course. And recently taken a 

real interest in rebuilding instruments from the dashboard. 

 

Ken’s next project will be to further restore the Colorado Healey 

after returning and then on to his “baby” the 55 100-4 laying in 

cardboard boxes in his attic. Both these projects are being  

pursued with his goal of eventually owning Ken’s dram car, a 46 

to 49 MG TC. Come and meet Ken at the April 1982 General  

Meeting, when he’ll be giving a slide presentation on his first. 

Love. Old sports cars.  

Dave Simpson Editor 
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Tom Bones 320 Royal Avenue 

     The Tom Bones House is a one-storey, wood-frame Arts and 

Crafts cottage with an inset entry porch and cedar shingle sid-

ing. It is situated adjacent to an alley on the north side of Roy-

al Avenue, within the North Shore district of Kamloops.  

The property includes mature perimeter plantings. 

Built circa 1930, the Tom Bones House is valued for its  

association with the settlement of the North Shore of  

Kamloops. Before 1909, the North Shore was primarily a rural farming area of orchards and fields. In 

1909, a British-based company named B.C. Fruitland was incorporated and obtained over 9,000 acres 

on the North Shore. By 1920, the company owned over 22,000 acres and had installed an extensive  

irrigation system that supplied water to all of North Kamloops. After the irrigation system was in-

stalled, the company promoted programs to attract settlers to the area. Over time, the patchwork of 

farms developed into a community and in 1946, the Village of North Kamloops was incorporated. 

     The Tom Bones House also has heritage significance for its association with the first owner, Thomas 

Bones (1875-1964), a local carpenter, and his wife Louisa Jane (1874-1929), both of whom came from  

England. Tom Bones worked at the sanitarium in Tranquille and built this Arts and Crafts style cottage  

himself. His carpentry skills are evident on both the exterior and interior; the round stones for the fireplace 

are thought to have been collected from Tranquille. 

    Furthermore, the Tom Bones House is valued as an example of an 

Arts and Crafts Period Revival cottage, representative of traditional 

domestic ideals. Between the two World Wars, houses were  

expected to display some sort of historical reference in order to 

demonstrate the owner's good taste. An Arts and Crafts influence is 

demonstrated here in the cedar shingle siding, diagonally-cut  

window trim and built-in flower boxes. 
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   October Mystery Car Is a 1906 White model F touring steam car. 
Would you believe that these cars, and the machinery empire that 
followed, was started by a sewing machine company. After the 
civil war, Thomas H White started his own company  

manufacturing sewing machines. Owning a very successful business, he had the means to purchase a 1998 
Locomobile steam car. The car’s boiler was very unreliable.  
   His son Rollin, thought the design was archaic. He set about to design a highly efficient, safe, easily  
operated boiler system. In 1900 he designed a tube steam generator commonly called a tube boiler these 
days. The boiler consisted of coils of ½” tubes stacked one on top of each other, for a total of nine layers. It  
operated differently than other boilers. The water was pumped into the top coil, with steam being drawn 
from the bottom. This allowed control of the amount of steam generated to be controlled by the amount of 
water being pumped into the boiler. This design also made it possible to incorporate a steam superheater in 
the design. The superheater produced much higher steam temperature and pressures. Safety was a prime  
concern as most steam car boilers were of the tank type, holding a large volume of water, which in a failure 
would cause a large explosion, often lethal. The White boiler held less than a couple of liters, so if a leak 
should occur the risk of a large lethal explosion was 
eliminated. Rollin White  received a patent (659837) 
for his design. These boilers were used in all the White 
steam vehicles that were manufactured. 
 
    Gasoline was used to heat the boiler. Gasoline went 
to vaporizer to be atomized to feed the burner with a 
gaseous fuel. Anyone who has used a Coleman camp 
stove would be familiar with the process. A pilot 
would heat the atomizer a minute of so, then the main 
burner would run for a few minutes to build full steam 
pressure, and then you could drive away. This was 
possible because of the small volume of water in the 
boiler. Other steam cars with their tank type boilers 
took a considerable time heat and build sufficient steam pressure. 

 

 



7 

    The steam engine was of Whites own design. It is a compound engine which means it uses the steam 
twice. The high pressure cylinder had a 3” bore, and the low pressure cylinder had a 5” bore. In a compound 
engine high pressure steam is fed to the smaller, high pressure cylinder, with the exhaust steam from the 
high pressure cylinder feeding the low pressure cylinder. The low pressure cylinder takes advantage of the 
lower pressure exhaust steam of the high pressure cylinder to extract the remaining power available. Any  
remaining steam and water is sent to the condenser to be used again. The bore sizes are engineered so that 
each cylinder gives an equal amount of torque. The forged 4 ½” stroke crankshaft was supported by two 
bearings. The crankshaft throws were phased 90 degrees apart, which created full torque at all times. It must 
be remembered that steam engines are designed to direct steam to each side of each piston as required. 
Powered up and powered down, always on a power stroke. 

 
   The steam engine was installed inline with the driveshaft, no transmission, 
which connected to a two speed differential, a early form of a transaxle. Re-
verse was activated by a reversing steam valve operated by the driver. The 
throttle controlled the steam volume to the engine, and therefore the speed 
of the vehicle. There were approximately 10,000 White steam cars produced  
between 1900 and 1911 when production ceased in favor of gas engine cars. 
The highest years production, 1534 units, was in the year of this featured 
car, 1906. 

   In 1905, the White car business was separated from the White sewing machine company, as a failure in the 
car business could bankrupt the highly profitable, well established sewing machine company. The White car 
and machinery business went on to prosper manufacturing trucks, tractors, generators, military equipment, 
and many other products. Today, you know them by the Western Star, and Freightliner trucks you see every 

day.       Art Harms 
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I was going through an old photo of my Dad's today and 

found these photos of the 1980 Easter Parade.    

 

At the left is, of course, Ev Gallagher and her daughter and their 

"depression" Model A 

Ford.    

To the right  are the 

cars coming down 

Oriole Road.   

 

 

 

Here  are the cars lined up at the Valleyview 

Shopping Centre as this was were the Parade 

ended. With Gene Johnson's '37 green Packard 

convertible peeking out on the left behind  

Gallagher’s Ford.  Robert Reading's '28 grey Buick front and 

center, and our trusty '41 Buick on the far right.  

 

   Here is Joy in her Can-Can outfit as some of the girls did a 

dance at the banquet of the 1980 May Tumble Weed Tour  

(Hosted by the Kamloops Chapter) . Dick  

More Looking back to 1980  

Elaine Jones is our sunshine lady.  

If you know a member that could use a ray of sunshine contact Elaine at  

778 470 0369  

Elaine sent the following cards  

     Get Well to Ken Finnigan  

                                  Sympathy to Rodney Sunby 
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Annual Year Bars    

      Each year those that have reached  5 years and greater receive a year bar from the national.  

      As we did not have meeting in 2020 & 2021 these were not handed out.  

( Some where mailed out. You can see the entire list of names in the October Kamshaft) 

   So at the October meeting Harm had put the year bars to those receiving them in their membership  

renewal envelope.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As you can see by the photo there was so many in attendance only Ron Buck received his 45 year bar in  

person from Harm Fransen Membership Chairman. Harm thank 

Ron for his many years of great service to the club. 

 

 

Following picture  

taking it was decided 

there should be one of 

the two old guys, 

Dave Dickinson 55 years  

& 

 Ron with his 45 years 
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OUR TRIP TO THE ARTIC CIRCLE  
     This summer we did many trips with our 
5th wheel and to get away from the smoke in 
July we headed north.   
   First on the list was a  stop in Jasper to 
check out the newly renovated 
Whistler Campground which has 

been close for a couple of years.  With a few glitches they have made 
spots accessible for the bigger units, updated the washrooms and 
check-in area. Of course Jasper is always fun to explore. 
  
    On to Fort St John for a couple of nights and took time to explore 

Hudson's Hope and the Site C Dam project.  A night in  
Fort Nelson and then on to Muncho Lake.   
The owner of the Northern Rockies Lodge owns float planes so 
this seems to be a good reason the spend a couple of days re-

laxing and enjoying the long daylight hours.   
 
 
    Just north of Muncho Lake we  
discovered one of the highlights of our trip-a herd of about 75 Bison of 
all sizes. They were on the road and shoulders moving the same direc-
tion and we spent a wonderful 20 or so minutes just inching our way 
through.  
 
We spent 3 nights in Whitehorse  
exploring.  Of course it also has 
the wonderful Bears Paw Quilt 
shop and I'm looking forward to 

working on my Northern Lights Suduko quilt.   
 
 
   Our next stop is one of our favourites, Dawson City.  Such a wonderful quaint town.  Here you walk on 
boardwalks, see old buildings that were built on permafrost and are now leaning, learn about the Gold Rush 
and some of the people who came there including Robert Service.  The Campground was right in town so we 
did lots of walking around.  The area has lots to see too including dredges and gold mining operations.   
We have been here before and will definitely be back.   

 
                  Robert Services Cabin 

Building known as the kissing building  

to the permafrost melting under buildings 

Robert Service’s Cabin 
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    An item on our bucket list was a 13 hour day trip up the Dempster highway to 
the Arctic Circle with lots to see .  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

   We stopped at Tombstone which is a Parks Canada site with lots of  
information.  There is a booklet of the Dempster which gives you all the 
highlights and mileage as you work your way up and down. There is a hotel 
at Eagle Plains which has a great restaurant and a place to stay if you don't 
want to make it a day trip.   Because it is daylight almost 24 hours a day at 
this time of year we had no trouble with the long trip.  Just remember to fuel 
up at Eagle Plains.  

    Our journey next took us down the Stewart Cassiar with stops along the way at Jade City and Dease Lake.  
RV spots along the way are few and far between with many places closed and Bell II renting out their lodge 
and campground to a mining company.  Fuel and a washroom is all you can hope to find there. We spent 2 
nights at the Provincial Campground at Meziadan which has some good size sites and even some power. We 
made a day trip into Stewart to explore and  get some internet coverage to check on upcoming camp spots. 
Unfortunately Hyder was not an option this time.  

    Coming out of  Stewart we were so luckily to see a family of 4 
bears on the road,  As there was no traffic we were able to just 
stop and wait while they meandered along. At Kitwanga  we 
headed west to Terrace for a  
couple of nights and made a lovely day trip to Prince Rupert, had 
fish and chips from a food truck on the dock and of course 
checked out another quilt shop.  
    Next we stopped in Burns Lake for a few days. This is Gerry's 
home town so there is lots of exploring and reminiscing. We 
were lucky to catch up with his 3 cousins who still live there.   
    Then it was a quick trip to Prince George for the night so we 
could go to The Keg for supper. Ours here in Kamloops closed a 

few years ago so we take every opportunity to visit one 
when we can. 
 
 
A fun trip, lots more memories, after 32 days and 9,953 
km it was time to head home.  Miss the sunshine at 11pm 
 
Looking forward to exploring the North again next year. 
 

Gerry and Marilyn Gerow 
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   I thought I should tell you now that your Editor is taking a 

holiday.  I will not be receiving or sending any emails from 

December 12th to January 7th. The January calendar will 

also be delivered late. 

   I would like to thank Gerry & Marilyn Gerow for their  

article on their trip to the Artic Circle.  

Wow what an experience. 

   As we are approaching the end another year I was won-

dering what you liked and disliked in your Kamshaft and 

what you might like to see next year. 

   As 2022 is our 50th Anniversary if you know any  

history about the forming of our Chapter I would like to 

hear from you as I think the members might like to know 

this. 

  EDITOR’S 

 EDITORIAL 
FREE Steering Wheel Lock 

 

 

 

CALL Andy Noordam 250 579 9936 


