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Calendar of Events  *Kamloops Chapter Events  

 
April 4th  Easter Drive 1 pm Norbrock Stadium McArthur Park 

(see page 11 for details) 

Bob & Michelle Gieselman’s 1950 Pontiac 

http://www.vccc.com
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     The worst of winter should be behind us by now.  So far this winter 
mother nature has been pretty kind to the old car owner. I am proud 

to say that this winter I hit a new milestone. I  can now state that I have been 
able to drive my '53 Chrysler in every month of the year! 
     I keep my car plated and road worthy year round. I don't so much like winterizing and hibernating my 
cars. A good run now and then keeps things lubed up. Seals soft. The big hill home is sure to clear any  
possible condensation out of the engine crankcase.  Generally I am pretty happy if I can still get out in late 
November. I have a tradition that I've started, I flash up one of my old cars on Christmas Day. Even if  
only for a small trip around the loop up here in Rose Hill. If there is no fresh salt or sand, I go for it! I started 
doing this little stunt 3 years ago and so far I'm 3 for 3.  It really helps me get through the "car-lover blues" 
of winter.  
     Well on Jan 10 the weather was more like early April here in Kamloops. I saw a window of opportunity. 
The roads were clean. The snow mostly melted, well back from the road shoulders. The valley bottom in 
Kamloops was barren and dry. 
     About -5 cel. I hit the road in my '53 Chrysler. The old heater was very cozy. First I stopped at the indoor 
car wash in Valley View. Then I grabbed a coffee to go and hit the highway.  Off to the lookout over  
Kamloops lake, just past Tobiano. The drive was fantastic and the weather could not be better. On the way 
back I toured through various areas of town. I was greeted by many energetic waving, smiling people who 
loved seeing my old car on the roads of town. Pedestrians and other cars  on the road all let me know their 
appreciation for my old sedan.  It felt great to see that others too, could see what I see in the old Chrysler. 
The Chrysler is just a classy, nice car to drive. Big chrome and bulbous, exemplifying the early 50's look.   
I had a great day. Of course the snow eventually came back later that week. 
     Then on Valentine's Day, the weather and roads were prime again. Wasting no time, I headed out early, 
again in my Chrysler.  Then I had done it. I completed the calendar. Every single month of the year was 
checked off my bucket list. That's not always easy to do when you live in the BC Interior.  Yet it can be 
done!  A couple of photos for proof are seen here.  

 
Kamloops 
Lake look-
out on  
Jan 10.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

In front of the St Joseph's church    
 On Chilcotin Road on Feb 14. 

    If you are ok with a last minute call for a cruise let me know.{306 807 4626} I'll reach out to other  
members who may like to get out any month of the year. 
   It's not easy to plan a trip in advance, but when the opportunity arises, and you quickly jump on it, it sure 
makes for a good day. An odd winter indeed. Heavy snow and cold in Texas, and sunny snow free drives in 

the Canadian north!   Keith Barron 

KEITH’S  

        GARAGE 
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   I read in The Vintage Car that they have asked members to do a 

write up on their 1st Car. I think something like this would be great 

for our Kamshaft. So if you remember your 1st car and would like to 

share your experience with us it would be appreciated. You do not have to be the world’s 

greatest story teller just tell it the way you remembered it. 

   I would like to thank to Bob Gieselman for sending in the photo of his 1950 Pontiac that  

I used for the front page of this months Kamshaft. I hope other members will follow Bob’s  

example and send in photos. 

   Last month in the Kamshaft you in enjoyed Sal Harms article “Looking In My rear-view  

Mirror”. In reading The Vintage Car they are going to offer a similar column. Thanks Sal for 

your idea.. 

   Thank you to Debbie & Harm Fransen for looking after membership renewals and  

organizing the monthly draw. 

   As I told you I was having trouble with the Vintage Car web page. It turns out that Peter 

Findley (Antique Chapter) helped me out and it is again working. I was telling one of our 

members how excited I was about this and he stated that he had never looked at the 

VCCC.com  Web page. As most of us are staying home and probably getting tired of TV reruns 

I highly recommend that you take a moment at look at the VCCC.com web page as there is a 

lot of neat stuff on there.. 

   Thanks to Dick Parkes for once again providing us with a club roster. I am pleased that he 

allowed me to help as I was surprised how many new things I learnt about my computer and 

cell phone by helping Dick on this project, You will receive your Roster soon either by mail or 

hand delivered to help cut costs for the club. 
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DAWSON CREEK 1970 

Hi Dave,  

     As I was going through some old photos from 

my early 1970 days in Dawson Creek, I came 

across these pictures of a 1950’s Jaguar.  At the 

time I was heavily into photography and photo-

graphing this car was a real pleasure.  One of my  

colleagues owned it and I had a few rides in 

it.   This car was made between 1954 and 1957 

as the successor to the Jaguar XK 120.   The 120 

made its reputation by winning the Le Mans  

24 hour racing circuit between 1951 and 

1953.     The 140 had improved brakes, rack and pinion steering, increased suspension travel, and telescopic 

shock absorbers instead of the older lever arm design.   It had an in-line 6 and was made in  

Coventry, England.    

     Exterior changes included more robust front and rear bumpers with over riders and flashing turn signals 

above the front bumper.  The interior was made more comfortable for taller drivers by moving the engine, 

firewall and dash forward by 3”.  The XK 140 was powered by  3.4 litre Jaguar double overhead camshaft  

inline-6 engine.  At 5500 rpm the engine was putting out 190 bhp.  The 140 SE was to stay in the UK and the 

140 MC was for the North American market.  

     In 1956 the XK 140 was the first Jaguar sports car with an automatic transmission.   Various options were 

also available such as wire wheels and dual exhausts.  16 inch crossply tires were standard.   Top speed was 

around 120-125 mph and acceleration times from 0-60 mph were between 8.4 and 9.1 seconds.  Curb 

weight was around 3200 lbs.   The 140 Jaguar made he transformation from the 120 series race car to a 

flashy and desirable street version, if you could afford one. 

     I thought some of our club members may be interested in this historical perspective on a  

70 year old vehicle.                                                                                                                        Herman Kovacs 
 

Alaska Highway Mile “0” post 

Main Street, Dawson Creek 
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MINUTES OF KAMLOOPS VCCC EXCUTIVE ZOOM MEETING, JAN. 27/21 

Meeting called to order by president Jim Carroll with 15 members attending 

Jim thanked Janice Gillis for carrying the secretarial position until Marge Hoshowski volunteered. 

The September meeting minutes were read by Janice. Minutes moved by Debbie Fransen,  

seconded by Keith Barron. 

Treasurer: -  Debbie Fransen gave her report. Cheques will go to National for 13 members dues.  

The Hal Rogers Centre year is from June to June and with the pandemic the Club used only three times in 

2020 so there is a credit of $114.59 to carry on when we resume using the Hal Rogers Centre. 

MEMBERSHIP: - Harm Fransen reported the Club has 87 paid up members. 

PROPERTY: -Craig Beddie updated the Club asset list, a copy of which has been forwarded to executive  

members. John Bone asked if someone could take the memorial plaque and look after keeping it up to date? 

Jason Tasko volunteered to take on the task. 

GOVERNOR: - Governor Ken Hoshowski reported the 2021 May Tour has been postponed until 2022. The 

2023 May Tour will be in Powell River, shared with Vancouver Island. The next Governors meeting slated to 

May 8, subject to change. 

EASTER PARADE: - Rich Vandermey volunteered to take the responsibility for the next one, possibly 2022. 

For this year he suggested 3 possible options for an Easter Drive(?). A month prior to Easter it was suggested 

that because of covid regulations regarding group gatherings, how it might affect our liability insurance.  

Rich and Ken will check into this. 

HOT NIGHTS: - Keith reported there has been no decision for Hot Nights to date. 

BACK ROADS TOUR: - Bruce Bawtree reported that it is doubtful this will happen in June but it could be  

postponed until September. Bob Gieselman said the blocked rooms for this June could be rebooked for  

September, if necessary. 

DEALERSHIP SHOWS: - When asked, Jason Tasko reported that he has heard nothing and said it is doubtful 

that there would be any shows this year. 

WEB PAGE: - Dave Dickinson requested funds for someone who could help get the Club web site  

repaired. $150.00 was authorized by Jim Carroll. 

Next zoom executive meeting will be Wednesday, Feb. 17th at 7:30 pm 

Moved by Bob Gieselman the meeting be adjourned at 8:15. 

Elaine Jones is our sunshine lady.  

If you know a member that could use a ray of sunshine contact Elaine at  

778 470 0369  

Elaine sent the following cards 

“Get Well” to Terry Shewchuk 

“Thinking of you” to Laverne Duerksen 
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 MINUTES OF KAMLOOPS VCCC EXCUTIVE ZOOM MEETING, FEB. 17, 2021 

 

Meeting was called to  order at 7:30 pm by President Jim Carroll with 13 members and 1 guest attending. 

Minutes of the January meeting were read, moved by Keith Barron and seconded by Debbie Fransen. 

Treasurer: - Debbie Fransen gave her report and it was accepted. 

MEMBERSHIP: - Harm Fransen reported the Club has 94 paid up VCCC members. Jim Carroll reported that 

year pins will be distributed to members the next time the Club gets together for a meeting. 

PROPERTY: - Craig Beddie reported that they will be getting together to run the Club vehicles. 

GOVERNOR: - Ken Hoshowski reported he has had no communications from National. Vancouver and  

Central Fraser Valley Chapters are having meetings via Zoom but he has had no feedback on results of such 

meetings.  He also encouraged members to visit the VCCC.com website as there are many good articles and  

photos. 

Kamshaft: - Dave DickInson mentioned that he certainly would appreciate to get more submissions for the 

Kamshaft. 

EASTER PARADE: - The 2021 Easter Parade is cancelled.  Congratulations to the Vandermays celebrating 

their 25th Anniversary.  Jim Carroll reported on his behalf.  Discussion took place trying to determine what 

was an allowable event.  Keith Barron reported that as of Feb 10/21 a comprehensive list is on the  

Government website, a copy to be forwarded to each executive member.  Ken suggested we write directly 

to Adrian Dix outlining our proposal drive and getting an answer from the horses mouth.  Jim Carroll will  

follow up with Rich. 

BACK ROADS TOUR: - Bruce Bawtree reported that he and Bob Geiselman will be getting together to discuss 

the coming Back Roads Tour. 

 

Moved by Craig Beddie the meeting be adjourned at 8 pm 

 

 

    

   Our 1st prize winner for the month of  

February is Craig & Marlene Beddie as they won the $50.00 

gift certificate to Lansdowne Village Liquor store supplied 

by Denis Coates and Dave & Heather Costain won the 

$25.00 gift certificate for Save On Foods supplied by the 

Kamloops V.C.C.C. 

   Thanks to all who renewed their Memberships. 

                                            Debbie & Harm Fransen 

2021 MEMBERSHIP DRAW 
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   The fall of 1968 brought a 1967 Fargo Power Wagon into our world.  Boy, did it have history or 

what!!! Can you just imagine an intelligent young couple purchasing (for an awesome price) a  

vehicle that had just been pulled out of McGlashsan Lake.  Some nut-case (who years later  

became a close friend) went to the lake to go fishing, lost control while launching his boat and  

ended up in four feet of muddy, murky water.  It was in the water for several hours before a wrecker 

could grind his way to the boat launch.  Four wheeling the last 3 miles. 

 
   Anyway, we bought it a day later from Fisher Bros. I am sure you can only imagine the trials and 

tribulations we experienced dealing with all the water.  Oh, to be young. 

   Thankfully, we live in a semi-arid desert here in Kamloops as it did not take long for seats and 

carpets to dry.   However, and I say however, the rest of the Fargo was another long series of 

dismantling and many trips to Fisher Bros.  Many thanks to the guys in the parts dept. as they sold 

us a service Manual which was a life saver.   

   Every inch of the Fargo which might retain water was meticulously and painstakingly taken apart.   

Fluid was generously replaced in the transmission, transfer case, oil pan, with grease being applied 

to everything else.   

All Fargos sold in Canada were 

manufactured in Canada and 

owned by Chrysler.  Also, the 

Fargo never replaced the Dodge 

trucks in Canada.   From 1936-

1972, Chrysler in Canada had 

two parallel truck lines, Dodge, 

sold by Dodge-DeSoto dealers, 

and Fargo, sold by Chrysler-

Plymouth dealers. But, by the 

end of 1972, Chrysler Canada 

decided to discontinue the Far-

go line. 

By: - Sal Harms 
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   Do you get the idea of how much time and work was required.  Rust was creeping into crevices 

we did not even know existed. All the u-joints were replaced to ensure no issues later because 

this particular 4 x 4 had driveshaft angles to equal Mt Everest. 

 

 

But as you can see by the photo we 

had an excellent student mechanic in 

the early years of his apprenticeship.   

Ha, ha, ha. 

 

 

   As the years rolled by we were able to enjoy the Fargo for many 4 x 4 adventures with the  

family. Always with the family. 

   The rear-view mirror has so many memories.  On a cold windy fall day we packed up for a trip 

to Lillooet and of course with kids onboard what is the first and last thing one does before leaving.   

Sure Mum, I went and will be fine.   No sooner did we get to Cache Creek, and guess what, of 

course, the kid just had to GO.  Now, if you have ever travelled with an A to B (meaning no stops) 

mentality driver you will know that there was not going to be a stop any time soon.   What was  

I going to do…….at 50 mph I opened the door and stood the quaking kid on the running board 

long enough to relieve himself……. He never left home again without going, trust me. 

   One last funny, exciting and scary adventure was visiting the Dawson Creek Falls in Wells Gray 

Park.  The camper was brand new and we seldom stayed in organized campsites, but alas, we 

were in the park with no choice.  Campsite rules encourage campers not to leave any food 

around for the bears.  Midnight, what is that horrible racket outside.  Art gets up, parts the  

curtains only to come face to face with a bear standing 

on the tailgate with his nose on the window looking for 

something to eat.   Next, put the kids under the pillows, 

open the roof vent, load the rifle and wait.  Fortunately, 

the bruin sauntered away, but not before punting our 

Coleman stove and lantern into the bushes 25 ft. away. 

   It was the only time in all out camping excursions over 

the years that bears were a problem. 

   As I jog my senior memory bank, I am sure there will 

be other rear-view mirror stories about the Fargo. And, don’t I just wish we still had that truck, it is 

a real collector. Sal 

 

This 1970 picture was taken of Princess Margaret  

well visiting Kamloops. 

Does anyone recognize who’s car is in the picture? 

Supplied by Sue Wilson 
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   While other brands got companion brands to widen 

their appeal starting in 1929 (Cadillac-Lasalle, Buick-

Marquette, Oakland-Pontiac and Oldsmobile-Viking) 

Chevrolet instead created new models to cover more 

ground.  

   In 1933 the car formerly know as Confederate  

became EAGLE, the premiere Chevrolet model, above 

the slightly shorter and more affordable  Chevrolet 

Mercury. By 1934 both were replaced with Master and 

Standard 

 

 

   AMC’s EAGLE is a beloved precursor to the  

crossover, Like today’s crossovers, it’s a tall, all wheel 

drive wagon built on a car platform, but rather than 

the current trend of getting that height in a tall body. 

   AMC chooses to lift a compact wagon.  

   It is suggest taking the AMC’s stalwart 4.2 liter inline-

six engine and wood panelling. 

   I wonder how many other marque of cars have  

experienced the same name.  

(reprint from Haggerty’s)  
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The February mystery car is a 1963 Pontiac 
Tempest. 1963 was the year that a new body 
design was introduced. The new body style  

featured an angled roof, coke bottle exterior 
shape, wider wheel openings, a split grille, longer 
trunk, and creased side panels. Interior carpets 
and vinyl upholstery were standard features. 
These vehicles were built in five body styles, two 
door sedans, four door sedans, two door hardtops, 

two door convertibles, and four door station wagons. A stunning 14 different  
exterior colors and 17 different interior colors were available. 
 
The drivetrain in these cars had some very different and interesting features. Three different 
size cast iron V8 engines were available, 326 cu. In., 389 cu. In., and 421 cu. In. These engines 
were of the overhead valve, five main bearing type. Horsepower ranged from 260 to 370.  
Independent rear suspension with swing axles was standard. The rear end was a transaxle 
unit, which means that the transmission and the differential were one unit mounted in the 
rear of the car. A curved driveshaft?? connected the engine to the transaxle unit. The flexible 
driveshaft ran through a curved torque tube. This was necessitated by the factory having to 
use the Corvair floor pan as a money saving mandated by General Motors. Car owners  
benefitted by having a flat floor, instead of a transmission tunnel through the center of the 
car. Transmission choices consisted of three automatics, a Super Hydramatic, Roto  
Hydramatic, and the Jetaway, as well as a three speed manual, and a four speed manual. 
Differential ratios ranged from 2.69 to 1, to 4.10 to 1.  
 
These cars were built on a 112 in. wheelbase. In typical General Motors fashion, the large op-
tion list contains 53 options, not including color options.  
 
Total production for 1963 came to 131,500 cars.    Art Harms   
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 Hello All , our Executive have confirmed that we will not be able to host our Annual Easter 

Parade & Car Show again this year. However, our President was able to confirm with our  

insurance people that we could have a ‘Club sanctioned drive’ with liability coverage . This would 

include vintage plate vehicles to participate . Of course we would still have to adhere to the  

public health order rules. . There would be no gathering outside of your car and please keep to 

your family bubble. I’m not sure if the limit of 50 cars would apply, but at this time The Drive will 

be for VCC members only.  

 Sunday April 4th at 1pm you are welcome to participate in what I will call a leisurely  

Easter Drive . I will be at Norbrock Baseball Stadium parking lot on Mac Island  (google map  = 

North East corner) and  

 I will handout the suggested drive route . I’m hoping to have a ‘running start’  - so please  

do not show up too early , in order to avoid any gathering . 

  We will have a lead car that will take us thru the Westsyde neighbourhood and past sever-

al senior complexes , ending at Orchards Walk. We cannot meet at Riverside park so then you 

are free to go your way. I estimate the total duration will be around one and a half hours. All 

these places have been  

contacted and are very excited that we are taking this on since it’s Easter , maybe you could  

decorate your car. 

 We will not have a Police escort so you must abide by all traffic rules.  

Please no throwing of treats  ( ie . Chocolate easter eggs ) out of your car . 

 It seems many individuals just want something to smile about these days and what a better 

way for them to see some classic cars roll by. 

  In the end… it’s your choice . There are some that won’t be comfortable with this drive and 

think the risk is too much. I will respect your decision either way. All the best & stay safe. 

  I believe we are restricted to 50 cars so please let me know at mr.frontenac@shaw.ca 

or 250 828 2318 if you plan on attending as this will help me with the numbers 

Thank you   Rich VanderMey     
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    Positive ground depends on proper circuit functioning, which is the  

transmission of negative icons by retention of the visible spectral  

manifestation know as “smoke”. Smoke is the thing that makes electrical  

circuits work. We know this to be true because every time one lets the 

smoke out of an electrical circuit, it stops working. This can be verified  

repeatly through empirical testing. 

     For example, if one places a copper bar across the terminals of a battery, 

prodigious quantities of smoke are liberated and the battery shortly ceases to function. In addition, if one 

observes smoke escaping from an electrical component such as a Luca vintage regulator, it will also be  

observed that the component no longer functions. The logic is elementary and inescapable! 

     The function of the wiring harness is to conduct smoke from one device to another. When the wiring 

springs a leak and lets all the smoke out of the system , nothing works afterwards. 

     Starter motors were considered unsuitable for British motorcycles for some time largely because they 

consumed large quantities of smoke, requiring very unsightly large wires. 

    It has been reported that Lucas electrical components are possibly more prone in electrical leakage than 

their Bosch, Japanese or American counterparts. Experts point that this is because Lucas is British, and all 

things British leak. British engines leak oil, British shock absorbers., hydraulic forks and disk brake system 

leak fluid. British tires leak air and British Intelligence leaks national defense secrets. 

    Therefore, it follows that British  electrical systems must leak smoke. Once again , the logic is clear and 

inescapable. 

     In conclusion , the basic basis  concept of transmission of electrical energy in this form of smoke provides 

a logical explanation of the mysteries of electrical components especially British  units manufactured by  

Joseph Lucas Ltd. 

 

A few quips: -  

• The Lucas motto— “Get home before dark” 

• Lucas is the patent holder for the short circuit 

• Lucas—Inventor of the first intermittent wiper 

• Lucas—Inventor of the self dimming headlamp 

• The three positions of a Lucas switch—DIM, FLICKER< and OFF 

• The Original Anti-Theft device—Lucas Electronics 

• If Lucas made guns, wars  would not start. 

• Back in the ‘70’s Lucas decided to diversify its product line and began manufac-

turing vacuum cleaners. It was the only product they offered which did not work. 

Q? Why do the British drink warm beer?  A. Because Lucas  makes their refrigerators. 

Supplied by Andy Noordam 



13 

Moving Sale 1961 Pontiac Bonneville $17,500  4 door hardtop Survivor car, all original 
(have original bill of sale) 389 V8 303 HP 4 speed Hydromantic transmission, 3 time 1st place 
awards at VCCC May Tour judging, $5,000 spent in 2017, engine pulled, all seals replace, timing 
chain replaced, new plugs & wires, brake hoses, heater core and much more components replaced. 
Appraised in 2006 at $18,500 cdn. Current NADA estimated $26,460 US 

*Ken Hoshowski  250 579 8966 hosh1941@telus.net 
 

1926 Durant Star   
Complete Restoration  
Best Vintage truck in Kamloops Hot  
Nites In The City 2018 & 2019 

Ken Hoshowski 250 579 8966 
hosh1941@telus.net 

1931 Dodge Brothers $26,500.00 Dark Blue in colour, Six (Code DH) 

Equipped with Free wheeling, 90% original, Only 3 owners, 

 instruction booklet available,. The car is located in Kamloops.  

Should be seen to appreciate.     

*Fred Kaatz (Non– Member) 250 320 2718 or  fkaatz@telus.net 

 

 

4 TIRES: -  P225-50-R17” 93V Michelin Pilot HX  

Radial Tiers  Like new, only 1,000 K  on Core Racing 

Erglanz LPH Chrome Rimes. $800.00 or Best offer 

*Call Don Potts  250-374-1972dolip52@gmail.com 
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 1948 Chevrolet fleet line  $7,000 Cash Firm 

No battery as the car has not been used in the past 2 years. 

*(Past member) Richard Wadge 250 453 2402 

A Thought to Remember Until Next Time:  

Money will buy a fine dog but only kindness will make him wag his tail.  

PRICE WANTED Our son Jordan is looking to put a value on this car.  I think if someone put light blue 

paint on the roof this would make a great daily driver. Can you post for me with a note and have anyone 

with  a value opinion or interest in the car contact me?  Thanks Steve Bell sybra@telus.net or 250 828 0620 

Hi Dad,  Here is a link https://photos.app.goo.gl/cfASN7x9hxtvoYHU6  to the pics of the Dodge Aspen 

I took earlier this week: As I mentioned, Percy is looking to sell this car soon. He is the original  

owner and purchased the car in Victoria in 1978.  It looks to have the slant six engine and has ~92k 

on it. The interior is in great shape. I've taken a few spots that show some surface rust on the paint 

but the paint looks to be in otherwise excellent condition. Since I've known him, he's kept the car on 

the road as a summer car and it still runs.  Not sure if there are any Mopar folk in the Kamloops  

vintage car club but please share with them if anyone comes to mind.  I told Percy I'd help him out 

with this if possible. Looking to figure out what a reasonable asking price for the car is.  Appreciate 

any thoughts that folks you may now might have.  Thanks, Jordan Bell (belljeg@gmail.com) 

 We are looking for the lost signs: - The club had 10 magnetic signs (similar to the 

one picture here) that were used on the side of cars during parades. We now only have 3. 

Can you help us find the missing 7?   

Please take a moment and look in the back seat or 

trunk of your car. If you do find one or more please 

contact Dave at hupdave@gmail.com. When we had these made  

Dick Parkes had this personalize sign made for his car. Thank You  

https://photos.app.goo.gl/cfASN7x9hxtvoYHU6

