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Calendar of Events *Kamloops Chapter Events
*Mar 25th

March General Meeting (CANCELLED)

*Apr 5th

Group Breakfast (CANCELLED) [see notice p9]

*Apr 12th

50th Anniversary Easter Parade (CANCELLED)

*Apr 19th

Spring Garage Tour (CANCELLED)

*Apr 22nd

April General Meeting (Remember it is the 4th Wednesday)

*Apr 26th

Adopt A Road [Pending]

May 2nd
*Jun 12-14th

Meet The Machine (Kamloops Pow-Wow Grounds)
Back Road Tour (Bob Gieselman) {Details to follow at later date}

A number of times I have met people in Kamloops that know I am
involved with the Vintage Car Club and they have commented on how
much they enjoy reading the articles that Dick Parkes writes on the
various club members in “The Senior Connector” for Kamloops This Week.
Thanks Dick for doing this for our Chapter.
I am surprised more members are not using the Classifieds as there is no charge for this service
to find and sell items as the Kamshaft is distributed to a number of other chapters and their
members.
I subscribe to a publication called “Old Autos” and they offer people the opportunity to have their
car shown in the “Picture Perfect” section. If you would like to have your car featured on the front
page of a Kamshaft send a picture to kamshafteditor@gmail.com (please no open hoods or
people)

√

If you are in favour of the new Performing Arts Centre make certain that you get out and
Vote yes on When they have the Vote

Found this Interesting. Reprinted from Calgary’s Newsletter”
Editor’s Report: - With the start of a new year I encourage all members to become field
reporters at the various activities and events.
Why not give it your best shot and submit a story with a photo or two and contribute to
the content of your newsletter!
I will even help you in your effort if you contact me with your project...there is always
room for interesting articles!
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The Mystery Car is a 1933 Essex Terraplane. The Hudson company started production of
the Essex cars in 1919 and merged the company into
Hudson in 1922. The Essex was a light, low priced car. In
1932 in a effort to pickup car sales during the depression,
Hudson decided to engineer and design a new car model
called the Essex Terraplane.
The Terraplane name was chosen to take advantage on
the great popularity of airplanes at that time. These cars
had many engineering innovations for their time. One interesting feature was the Duo-Automatic braking system. This consisted of two systems,
one hydraulic, and the other mechanical. If one system failed, the other would stop the car.
In 1933 these cars were manufactured in all the popular body styles. Engines were a
straight six or the optional straight eight (available in 1933 only). Several of the straight
eight cars were winners in hill climb competition, as they were the highest power to weight
cars produced in the world at that time. The company sales slogan was: On the sea that
aquaplaning, In the air that’s aeroplaning, But on land, in traffic, on the hills, hot digit, that’s
Terraplaning.
These cars were a sales success during the depression years. Art Harms

Elaine Jones is our
sunshine lady.
If you know a member that could use a ray of sunshine
contact Elaine at 778 470 0369
Cards were sent to
Audrey & Engel Bouwmeester—Sympathy
Ken Hoshowski—Get Well
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About the Pocket Watch,
a very interesting story.

If you were in the
market for a watch in
1880, would you know
where to get one? You
would go to a store, right?
Well, of course you could do that, but if you wanted one
that was cheaper and a bit better than most of the store
watches, you went to the train Station.
Sound a bit funny? Well, for about 500 towns across
the northern United States , that's where the best
watches were found.
Why were the best watches found at the train station? The railroad company wasn't selling the
watches, not at all. The telegraph operator was. Most of the time the telegraph operator was located in the railroad station because the telegraph lines followed the
railroad tracks from town to town. It was usually the shortest distance and
the right-of-way had already been secured for the rail line.
Most of the station agents were also skilled telegraph operators and it
was the primary way they communicated with the railroad. They would
know when trains left the previous station and when they were due at their
next station. And it was the telegraph operator who had the watches. As a
matter of fact, they sold more of them than almost all the stores combined
for a period of about 9 years.
This was all arranged by "Richard", who was a telegraph operator himself. He was on duty in
the North Redwood, Minnesota train station one day when a load of watches arrived from the
East. It was a huge crate of pocket watches. No one ever came to claim them. So Richard sent a
telegram to the manufacturer and asked them what they wanted to do with the watches. The manufacturer didn't want to pay the freight back, so they wired Richard to see if he could sell them. So
Richard did. He sent a wire to every agent in the system asking them if they wanted a cheap, but
good, pocket watch. He sold the entire case in less than two days and at a handsome profit. That
started it all.
He ordered more watches from the watch company and encouraged the telegraph operators to
set up a display case in the station offering high quality watches for a cheap price to all the travelers. It worked! It didn't take long for the word to spread and, before long, people other than travelers came to the train station to buy watches. Richard became so busy that he had to hire a professional watchmaker to help him with the orders. That was “Alvah". And the rest is history as they
say. The business took off and soon expanded to many other lines of dry goods.
Richard and Alvah left the train station and moved their company to Chicago -- and it's still there.
YES, IT'S A LITTLE KNOWN FACT
That for a while in the 1880's, the biggest
watch retailer in the country was at the train
station.
It all started with a telegraph operator:
Richard Sears and partner Alvah Roebuck!
Bet You Didn't Know That!
OK, maybe you did; I didn't
Now that's a little History for you.
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50th Annual
Easter Parade
CANCELLED

SUMMER
CRUISE NIGHTS

It is my unfortunate duty to pass along the notification that our
special 50th annual Easter Parade will not be happening this year
as a result of the Covid 19 Virus restrictions. Our Executive
members have come to the disappointing conclusion that we must
err on the side of caution and cancel the event, although we may
have been forced to do so anyway. It is the experts’ opinion that
the peak of the virus spread may happen approximately at the
time of our Parade, which makes the cancellation even more
valid.
I for one, was hoping that this would be a very special event for
our Club as well as the City, being as we have kept this event
going for 50 years, but, these are challenging times. At this point,
I don’t know if there will be any opportunity to somehow hold the
Parade sometime later this summer (if and when the virus
restrictions are eliminated) or if we will just postpone the event
until Easter 2021 and host the 50th event then. Any suggestions
will be gratefully acknowledged.
In the interim, I guess our vintage cars can remain in storage for a
while longer unless we might just want to get them out for an impromptu drive around town at Easter............... or something!

President Jim Carroll says that we
are going to once again have Cruise
Nights during the summer.
The Cruises leave from the picnic
area by UJI Japanese Park on UJI Way
(Tennis
Courts) in
Riverside
Park at
7: 00 pm
Thursday
evenings. Some folks go down early
and enjoy a picnic in the park before the
cruise starts.
We usually have a short drive and
then visit some place of interest. Since
Cruise Nights were stated 2001 we
have visited over 200 places in Kamloops.
If you have any suggestions of places
that you feel could be of interest please
contact Jim at 250 374 7606 or
carroll.jim20@gmail.com.

Dick Parkes
Ex- 2020 Easter Parade Marshall

Do you
know why man hole
covers are round?
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We need your help!
Your national executive have been wrestling with “modified car issue”
and need your help. A committee headed by Past President Del Holbrook
and consisting of Jim Carpenter (National President), John Carlson, Chief
Judge - Peter Findlay, Antique Chapter- Josh Smienk, Kootenay Lake
Chapter and Morley McDonald, South Okanagan Chapter will be presenting
a report at the Governor’s meeting and need your input on the following
question,
“Should the VCCC Roster include all member owned motor vehicles, i.e.
cars, trucks, motorcycles, and tractors that are 25 years old or older?”
Yes or No.
You will be asked to vote on this at our next General Meeting by secret
ballot. If you are not able to attend this meeting please email me at
hosh1941@telus.net or phone me at 250 579-8966 if you wish to have
your vote included.
The results are not binding but may help the committee determine and
present their recommendations at the Governor’s meeting. At present the
information you submit on your annual registration renewal is what is
shown in the National Roster.
Thanks,

Ken Hoshowski
Governor
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This year the Kamloops Chapter VCCC 2020 Back Roads Tour will be
on the weekend of June 12th, 13th, and 14th. We will leave Kamloops
Friday morning the 12th of June and will be a circle tour of some of the
most spectacular scenery in the province.
The first day the route will take us down the Fraser Canyon with stops
along the way. The destination being Hope, a distance of approximately
300 km.
The second night we will stay in Squamish 220 km from Hope by way
of Agassiz, Mission, and Coquitlam.
The third night will be in Lillooet via highway 99, the Duffy Lake road
(190 km). From Lillooet we will return to Kamloops(170 km) on Monday
the15th.
The registration is limited to 20 vehicles.
Rooms have been reserved in blocks of 20 at each stop and they will
be held until April 29th. Please keep this deadline in mind.
The registration fee will be $30.00 per vehicle.
If you are interested please contact me and I will send out a copy of
the waiver to be signed and add you to the list of participants. Once the
registration fee has been paid and the waiver signed, participants will receive the hotel information so they can make their reservations. Meals
and any event fees will be the responsibility of the participants but we will
try to negotiate group discounts.
For more information please contact
Bruce Bawtree
6069 Pringle Rd.
Kamloops B.C.V2C 5V4
Phone: 250-573-2344 Cell: 250-819-5741 or
sbbawtree@shaw.ca
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1996

2020
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2020

Club AUCTION

At the February General Meeting
we once again had our annual club
auction. It was unbelievable the
amount of items the members
brought to be auctioned off.
I believe there was seven tables
full of various items which are hard
to describe as it was everything
from car parts, antiques, to homebaking.
Dick Parkes was our auctioneer
with Keith Barron and Jim Carroll
being his runners. Our treasurer
Debbie Fransen was kept quite
busy keeping track of the
successful bidders and the
amounts they had bid.
Everyone appear to enjoy the
evening of fun
and it helps
provide funds for
the running of the
Chapter.
Thanks to all
those that brought
items and more so
to those that
bought them.
In my personal present situation I am now condo
living so there is not a lot of extra room for items so I
found myself sitting on my hands when I would have liked to be buying. I believe we have
other members of the chapter in a similar situation as I am.

Oh well it is another chapter in many or our daily lives. Editor
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The Presidents Breakfast
When I was 2016 Chapter President in February I set up having a breakfast on the 1st
Sunday of each month. At first some members did not come as they thought by the name
it was for the Executive Only. So starting the next month March 2016 it was then know as

The Group Breakfast.
The reason for the breakfast originally was for those with Vintage plates could use
their cars as it was a sanctioned club event. I picked Denny's as there was ample parking for the cars.
Denny's as been very kind to us by setting up the bar area for us to use.
We meet at 9 am on the 1st Sunday of the month (unless it is a holiday weekend) and
orders are taken at 9:30 am. Following breakfast sometimes the members have so much
news to catch up on they stay and visit with each other until 11:30.
Denny's is very good to us as they do not charge any extra for the use of the room even
though we tie it up for the entire morning.
As the breakfast has proven so successful we are going to carry on with it.
The catch is we are limited to only 32 because of the table arrangement and room size.
So from now on I will only be listing the dates of the breakfasts in the Calendar of Events in the
Kamshaft each month.
It will be your responsibility to notify me hupdave@gmail.com or 236 425 3111 if you plan on
attending. You will receive an answer from me that I have received your email or phone call.
Thanks for you cooperation. Dave

This
Space
Reserved
For
Your Personal
Story
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1930 Model A Ford $25,000

8 track cassette player
*Roy 250 372 7561

Completely Restored. 2 dr. sedan
Lots of extras parts
including motor and
transmission.

1929 Chevrolet Interior Door Lock
Jason 250 372 2809

Should be looked at
to be appreciated .

1962 Meteor Radio antenna
*Dick
250 573-5740 rparkes@telus.net

John Duerksen
250 578 7477

(www.jaspermuseum.org)
They have recreated and have For Sale Park Buffalos. For various years from 1925`1940. $20 each or 3 for $55 + GST &
shipping.
Contact Jasper Museum 1 780 852
3013

2020
Answer to
Why Round Man Hole Covers?
With them being round they can not
fall down the hole.

A Thought to Remember
Until Next Time: If you want to love better,
You should start with a friend who you hate.
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