VCCC—Kamloops Chapter Newsletter Box 239 Kamloops, BC V2C 5K6
Email kamshafteditor@gmail.com Editor: - Dave Dickinson
National Website : - www.vccc.com
—— Next Issue Deadline for Classifieds & News— January 15th ——
—— February Issue Deadline for Classifieds & News— February 12th ——
Vol. 49—12

Calendar of Events *Kamloops Chapter Events
SORRY NO CHAPTER ACTIVITIES PLANNED AT THE MOMENT
Maybe next year!
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Message from our President

Jim Carroll

W

Here it is December and the end of
another year even if it has been very different
from all others. Hoping 2021 gets back to what
we know as normal, or as they say the good old
days.
I would like to thank all those that contributed
items for the Kamshafts through out the year
especially Dick Parkes (Behind Closed {Garage}
Doors) and Art Harms (Monthly Mystery Car) as
things like these help keep the Kamshaft
Interesting.
It was nice of Jim to send out his email asking
the members to support the Kamshaft as it did
generate some items.
Each December I look back at the various
issues of past Kamshaft and wonder what I
should change or what is it that I may be missing
as I want to keep the Kamshafts interesting and
enjoyable reading.
If you have any suggestions let me know at
kamshatfteditor@gmail.com as it is your
newsletter not just mine.

ell, what a year! The virus
has had a huge impact on all
our lives and resulted in a significant
decrease in the social aspect of our
club and thousands of others. The
one thing that has saved us a bit of
fun has been our cars! We were able
to get out and drive, go with others
on organized drives and see each other even if at a
distance!
If we didn’t have our cars, our club would have been
like so many other clubs....almost non existent.
Also, our newsletter, the Kamshaft, has been a
wonderful lifeline providing a common focus and a
monthly reminder of who and what we are....thanks
Dave for all your hard work keeping that going. I have
asked everyone to try to give Dave something for the
letter...a picture, a little story, a memory, you don’t
have to be a published author....we are car enthusiasts
not writers! I was optimistic a week or two ago about
the vaccine and hoped we may be doing an Easter
Parade next April. Since learning about the vaccine
rollout.....it’s not looking so good! We will do something...some kind of a drive as long as we can do it and
follow not only the letter of the law but the spirit also.
Your Executive has been rolled over for next year
and we have been staying in touch by email and zoom
meetings....holding one on Dec.16. I encourage everyone to stay in touch with your friends via phone and
email, keep a routine of physical and mental exercise
and polish up your car! I expect we will see real shiny
ones come next year!
Merry Christmas this year more than ever....
and have a happy and healthy New Year!
Jim & Sherry Carroll

A girl was visiting her girl friend, who had recently
acquired two new dogs, and asked her
what their names were.
The girl responded by saying “Rolex” & “Timex”
Her friend said
“Whoever heard of someone naming dogs like that.

If

Hellloooo…” answered the girl.
“They are watch dogs”.
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Elaine Jones is our
sunshine lady.
you know a member that could
use a ray of sunshine contact
Elaine at
778 470 0369
Sent a Get Well card to Jan Surline

I took a jaunt up to Rose Hill the other day to swap
some parts with Rich Vandermey and he gave me a
tour of his garage projects. He is in the process of
“camperizing” his 1964 Falcon Club Wagon so that he
can take some time off work and tour the country. This
little van has had a paint job and is almost ready to hit
the road. Next to it in his very nice cozy and warm garage was the 1963 Falcon convertible in which Rich was getting the radio operational. In another bay, over
the pit, was his very cute little 1960 Frontenac wagon, where he was
trying to patch up some leaks in the
automatic transmission.
Out in the yard, under a tarp, was
the 1960 Frontenac sedan which
Rich has recently sold and is waiting
to be picked up. Rich should be very
content in his well equipped garage
with lots to keep him busy through this Covid winter.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Al Barden has just received an early Christmas
present: A fully restored 1964 Pontiac GTO
convertible that
he purchased in
Florida and was
just recently
delivered.
Al has a few
minor electrical
gremlins and
other small items to resolve and it will be gracing the
streets of Kamloops come spring.
A 1988 Cadillac Brougham D’Elegance sedan has also recently arrived in their stable.
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Del Schneider has responded to Jim’s request for updates on our members’ projects with a story about his
’56 Dodge Custom Royal Lancer hardtop. The Dodge is an American model with a 315 “Poly” V8, not available
in Canada. Del has a place out at Celista and has been working
on the car out there in the summer months. What started out
as a carb rebuild ended up with the car torn apart and it is now
going back together with new front disc brakes, rear drums,
shoes and wheel cylinders and a
dual master cylinder. Del used to
work in a Chrysler dealership for
ten years, so he apparently knows
what he is doing! The front end has
received new kingpins, tie rods, rebuilt steering and a wheel alignment.
On the inside, all of the instruments were cleaned and checked, a new wiring
harness was made and installed by Del, and new floor pans welded in along
with the replacement of all of the sound deadener.
Shuswap Upholstery is just a few km. down the road from Celesta and the
car was driven there, (without doors or seat belts), where they reupholstered the whole car. It is in mothballs for the winter but Del brought the
steering wheel home and its restoration is keeping him busy at home for
now. Thanks to Del for passing along this story on his Dodge.

………………………………………………………………………………………………..
December 5 th was a very special day in the Lajeunesse household down in Kelowna. After about 20 years
of sitting in their front garage, Ivan finally cleared out his back (working) garage and had their ’39 Hudson
convertible towed around the block and backed into there. Over the years, Ivan has been restoring smaller
parts and storing them in plastic buckets, all ready to go on the car as it goes back together. Somewhere in its
past life, someone tried to install a bigger engine in the car and hacked up the frame, but Ivan has all the

parts necessary to put it back to stock. The rebuilt engine is also almost ready to go back in. When this car is
finished it will be worth a mint as there are only about half a dozen of them in existence.
This car was originally purchased by Ernie McNaughton and I went with him to Red Deer to pick it up.
Those were the days!! Dick
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COOLER WEATHER APPROACHING By Keith Barron
As the cooler weather approached, I reluctantly came to accept that my cars
were going back into hibernation. I began thinking about spending my time
this winter in the garage again. Last winter was a walloping success. I spent
my time reviving a very sick 1938 Plymouth. My efforts paid me back very
well during the 2020 driving season. I accumulated over 1500 (2500 KM)
reliable miles on my old Plymouth. Over the summer, Heather repeated a few
times, her thoughts that day back in Victoria, when we first looked at the poor
old car. "I estimated it would never leave our drive way" she said.
In my maiden year with my '38 it never saw a tow hook. It got me home under its own power every trip. A few times, barely! In the beginning I could be
seen swapping-in a back up electric fuel pump, road side. Well then there
was the three times that I ran out of gas. First time I coasted right into my own
driveway. Walter Chrysler must have been looking down on me. Second time
I learned my fuel gauge was out of whack. I fared OK, as by now I was carrying spare fuel in the trunk. Exactly how much my fuel gauge was out, I was unsure...I would push the limits to learn. The third time was
the charm. I was cruising with Heather up in Juniper on a hot July evening. The engine bucked once on the
hill up to Juniper. I frowned, pondering why. Yet the engine returned to normal very quickly. That was my
clue! I just wasn't listening to the car. It was warning me. "Hey dummy, listen up, I'm climbing a hill. Full
throttle. What little fuel there is, is sloshing around in the tank. I'm gulping air. Get me to a gas station very
soon!" We carried on touring, smiling, waving like happy fools in a parade as we cruised around Juniper.
Then the car died. I coasted to the roadside. I pulled the air cleaner and cycled the throttle accelerator pump.
Dry. No fuel. Drat! No problem! I had some in the trunk. At least I thought so. It was gone. Some how the
gas can was gone and not replaced. We were in our old neighborhood. I ran to an old neighbor's door and
rang the doorbell. We laughed, got caught up, and then I had to beg for any fuel he might have. He had
some! We got out of there by luck and fortune again. I could tell, I was edging closer to Heather's patience
level. Some people just accept things as they are. One time and they learn. Some other people need to get
burned three times before they accept and learn something. We'll that was the old me. I've yet to run out of
fuel again since.
So this winter I began thinking about what I'd like to do to my old cars.
I tossed around some options and settled on removing the engine from
my '38 Plymouth and refreshing it. I wanted to learn some new skills. I
rebuilt my first car engine when I was 17. It was
more of a puzzle assembly exercise than really
grasping technical skills. This time I wanted to
measure cylinder taper, and out of round, also the
top ridge. I wanted to mic up crank journals.
Measure valve guide wear. Measure piston ring
wear and more. I've been taking my time inspecting and measuring all that I can.
Learning as much as I can about the actual true condition of my engine's wearing parts. The teardown has
been very rewarding and I'm feeling pretty confident in my new learnings. A visit to Trevor at Valley Speed,
and he was able to answer all of my questions. He quoted me machining services too. I left there with a plan.
Soon I'll be dropping my fully disassembled block off with Trevor for machining. I plan to reassemble the
engine myself this winter. Hopefully come spring time, I'll be pulling the big hill home like never before.
No matter what the outcome, I have already achieved much of what I set out to do. Study, learn and gain valuable engine experience. - Keith Barron
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WHAT DOES HERMAN KOVACS &
SANTA CLAUS HAVE IN COMMON?
You may not know, but I made a one of a kind BMW motorcycle in 1989. In fact I did such a
good job that BMW dealers thought for sure that it was
a factory model. However BMW never made this model
that I made.
On one of my trips back to Canada, I stopped at the
Missoula BMW shop and purchased an oil filter. I told
the owner, as he happened to serve me, that I have a
K75RS Special Edition. He looked at me like I did not
know what I was talking about.
His response was.
“BMW never made such a model”. I replied that I have
one outside. He just did not believe me. And then he
asked me where I am from. I said from Canada. Then
he got really
excited
and
nearly jumped
over the
counter all the
while getting louder and louder and shouting “you mean
you get that model in Canada and we cannot get them in
the U.S.. He rushed outside and just walked around my
bike twice, all the while examining it closely. Then he
stopped, turned to me and said, “did somebody make
this?” Then I had to confess that I was the guy that
modified and made it look like a factory issue.
For several years afterwards I received numerous awards for my creation, but I began noticing
similar modifications on future stock BMW motorcycles.
Besides doing all the fibreglass work, I also made the seat you see on the bike in the picture. Since that time I must have made at least a hundred custom seats for various bikes, but
mostly for BMW’s. And with the seats that I have made, the motorcycle rider can ride for many
hours and his butt will not get sore. Maybe for a later Kamshaft I could tell the car club
members how I made motorcycle seats and guarantee that the rider can ride all day, get off his
bike and still enjoy a bottle of beer while sitting on a wooden bench.

Besides the picture of my red K75RS,
I saw Santa warming up on his K100RS as he was
riding through the snow up here on Juniper
Ridge. (BMW made a K100RS.). I Hope he has his
snow tires on.
Yes, some motorcycle tires are rated for snow
travel.
Merry Christmas to all,

Herman Kovacs
{Ed’s Notes: - Now you know what they have in
common as they both ride BMW’s}
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DECEMBER
MYSTERY
CAR

NOVEMBER MYSTERY CAR

Terry Davidson guess this car correctly.

The November Mystery Car is a 1956 Monarch. There were three modal lines of cars built in 1956, the top of
the line, Turnpike Cruiser, and the Richelieu. Body styles offered were two and four door sedans, two and four
door hardtops, and convertibles.
The 312 cubic inch Y block V8 Ford engine was standard,
with either a 215 HP version or the 225 HP version. Automatic transmissions were the norm. Monarch production
for 1956 totaled 7998 vehicles.
Now for some history. Ford Motor Co. started in the US
in 1903. Ford soon realized that to sell his cars in Canada
and the British Empire, he faced a 22 percent tariff. His
secretary (Canadian born) advised him to open plant is
Windsor, Ontario, just across the river from his Detroit
headquarters. The Canadian market was supplied with vehicles made in Canada.
As time went on, competing companies (GM and Chrysler) created brands to cover the automobile market
in all price ranges. Ford just had three brands, Ford, Mercury, and Lincoln cars, along with their Ford truck line.
This created a problem in the US market as the price ranges were too far apart, with nothing in between. In
the Canadian market, with its small size, with dealers spread out, this created a huge problem. They needed a
bigger diversity of brands and products. To fill the product gaps, Ford of Canada created three new brands, only for Canada. These brands were the Meteor, the Monarch, and Mercury pickups. These vehicles were used to
fill in the price range gaps that existed at the time. In what we know as badge engineering now, product lines
were created by using existing products and just making cosmetic changes. In this case, Meteor cars were enhanced Ford cars, Monarch cars Mercury cars with trim changes, and Mercury pickups were Ford with trim and
badging change.
Art Harms

Why do we kiss under the mistletoe?
The plant’s romantic overtones most likely started with the Celtic Druids of the 1st century A.D. Because mistletoe
could blossom even during the frozen winter, the Druids came to view it as a sacred symbol of vivacity, and they
administered it to humans and animals alike in the hope of restoring fertility.
Ancient Norwegian and Scandinavian tales agree that mistletoe has meanings of love and friendship. It is said
that the mistletoe's white berries are tears that the goddess of love called Frigg cried for her son Baldr, and
that she announced that mistletoe should be a plant of love.
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Ed & Elaine Shaw’s 1915 WESTCOTT
“Editors Notes: - {When I was getting the information from Bob
Chambers in regards to his November Kamshaft article
regarding cars at Expo 86 I mentioned the history I knew about Ed &
Elaine Shaw’s Westcott. Bob suggested it should be told in a
Kamshaft. I contacted Elaine and asked her for as much information
as she could remember about the car. She laughed and said geee
Dave that was a long time ago.}
Ed and Elaine 1981-82 where acting as snowbirds when they
attended a car auction at Apache Junction near Phoenix. There they
met Mable & Charlie Mc Kay [Owners of Grandpa Charlie’s Museum in Sicamous] and Earl Tucker
[Vancouver Chapter Member]. Ed & Earl got to talking and realize they both wanted the Westcott so
like gentleman they wrote on a piece of paper the amount they were willing to pay for the car. The
one with the lowest figure would not bin against the other. Well Ed had showing the highest figure
went on to being a bidder and was successful in getting the car. When he was paying for the
Westcott he was told they were very sorry that the car was leaving the USA and going to Canada.
Ed and Elaine enjoyed the car and they could be seen dressed in their period clothes along with
the car at our Easter Parades. [Pictured above]. For those of you that knew Ed you know he did not
keep any of his cars too long so the Westcott came up For Sale. Dick Parkes while looking through
his copy of Hemmings he saw that someone was interested in getting a Westcott. He told Ed and he
contacted the person by the name of Westcott. Mrs. Westcott from St Petersburg, Florida after
seeing the car at the Expo 86 Car Show she drove up from Vancouver to meet with Ed. The reason
she was most interested in the car was that she was married to a Westcott and it was her father in
law that had built the car.
When she arrived Ed showed her the car. She got in and started it up and said lets go for drive.
Ed was quite surprised as she would have probably been in her late 50’s and on how much she
knew about the car. A deal was made and she took lots of pictures and headed back home.
Ed delivered the car to the US Border at Osoyoos. The car transport driver had Mrs. Westcott’s
pictures, he looked at them and then the car. Yup…. that’s the car so it was loaded for its trip to
Florida. That was the last Ed saw or heard about the car Editor

Westcott Motor Car Company [{Wikipedia} The company originated from John Westcott's Westcott Carriage Company which was founded in Richmond, Indiana
in 1896. It was reorganized as the Westcott Motor Car Company in 1909. John Westcott sold his
interest to Burton J. Westcott in 1916 and production moved to Springfield.[1] In 1917 output
reached 2,000 cars with it peaking in 1920.[1][2]The last known advertisement for Westcott cars was April 5, 1925 and the same day a
newspaper reported that the company had been sold the previous
day to J. B. Cartmell, Arthur Hill, and George Cugley for $81,000.
Production had stopped as the company was unable to pay debts of
$825,000 owed to suppliers of parts used in the cars.[3] Burton
Westcott had been unable to save the company and died a year later in January 1926.[2] Westcotts were hand built and the company
had not adapted to the cost saving production line techniques being
used by other manufacturers.[1]
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Westcott motor cars[
The Westcott was advertised as "the car with the longer life". Westcott's were
powered by Continental engines, and rode at least two wheelbases, 125 in
(3,175 mm) and 118 in (2,997 mm). In 1923, the company released a model
named the Closure, which was a touring car with hard panels that could be removed from the sides of the car during the summer months. According to the company, the average
lifespan of a Westcott car was 10 years, which was three and a half years higher than the national
average.[3]
Models offered
• 1909 14 hp water-cooled engine buggy that rode on 38 inch solid rubber tires
• 1913 coupe[4]
• 1914 Model 4-48 four-cylinder engine 48 hp five-passenger touring car, four-passenger touring
car, two-passenger roadster all costing $1,985
• 1914 Model 6-50 six-cylinder engine 67 hp seven-passenger touring car $2,535, five-passenger
touring car $2,485, two-passenger roadster $2,485
• 1916 Model 42[5]
• 1917 Popular
• 1917 roadster four-seat
• 1919 A-48
• 1920 Lighter six - 118 inch wheelbase - two-seat roadster, three-seat coupe, five-passenger touring car, and a five-passenger sedan
• 1920 Larger six - 125 inch wheelbase a five- or seven-seat touring car, and a seven-seat limou-
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2020 YEAR BARS
As we did not have any meetings these year bars were not presented.
President Jim took the time to contact the following members to explain they had been
awarded year bars for the year 2020 and how would they like to receive them.
Some said mail it whereas others being optimistic said they would wait for the first
General Meeting to have it presented to them then.
5 YEARS: -

Alan Baren, Ellen Baisucci, Dave Costain, John Dewick, Geoff Gibbard,
Janice Gillis, Terry Jones, Sue Wilson,
10 YEARS: - Guy Arcand, Bruce Bawtree,
15 YEARS: - Terry Davidson, Jim Gunnarsen, Carolyn Obieglo
20 YEARS: - Ken Friesen, Jack Harman, Tom Lafreniere, Rick Wourms
30 YEARS: - John Buck, Gerry Wallin,
40 YEARS: - Bob Chambers, Nancy Eacrett
45 YEARS : - Ron Buck
55 YEARS: - Dave Dickinson
Between these 23 members it equals 425 years of service to our Chapter. It is
members like this that helps give the Chapter the strength and success it enjoys.

ROSTER 2021
Dick Parkes has once again agreed to create a roster for our chapter..
It was unfortunate that the pictures of the vehicles did not get included in the 2020
roster.
I am certain that things have recently changed in your life like it has for me so you
may like to change the picture for this year’s roster so please include the picture you would like Dick to use
when returning your 2021 membership or you can email photos directly to Dick at rparkes@telus.net if you
find this easier. Any picture changes must be submitted by February 28th.
It would be nice if you could be included in the picture with your car.
When emailing your photos please use only small or medium size pictures as large ones do not work.
Thanks Editor
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Doesn’t anyone

Tires 600 x 20” & Parts
for a 1925 Graham truck
Denis 250 374 1301

have anything for sale?
No cost to running an ad
All you have to do is contact

FORD BOOKS

kamshafteditor@gmail.com

The successful bidder was Ron Smith
from Hope. (Ron is a member of the
Chilliwack Chapter)
Thanks Ron for supporting our Chapter.
If anyone is going to the coast and could help
deliver these books to Ron it would be appreciated.
Please contact Editor 236 425 3111.

FREEBIES FREEBIES FREEBIES: Like most of you, we are trying to downsize and I
have hundreds of car magazines, shop manuals,
restoration manuals, etc. that I would like to give
away, but probably nobody wants them.
I also have issues of THE KAMSHAFT, THE VINTAGE CAR, and rosters, some of them going back
over 40 years.
On our travels to New Zealand we visited many of
the chapters of the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand and every one of them had a clubhouse with a
library and storage areas.
It is unlikely that we will ever have a clubhouse,
but would anyone have any ideas as to how we
could establish a library and/or a librarian to save
all of these publications?
At every one of our auctions, there are boxes of
car books donated and I’m sure everyone has a
bunch that they would like to donate to a reference
library. Years ago, we donated some expensive
new restoration books to the Kamloops Public
Library, but I heard that some or all of them had
been thrown out, so that doesn’t seem to be a possibility.
All ideas considered.
Dick Parkes 250 573 5740 or rparkes@telus.net

A Thought to Remember Until Next Time: Laughing at your own mistakes lengthens your life
Laughing at your wife’s mistakes shortens it
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