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Calendar of Events  *Kamloops Chapter Events 

*Jan 25th   General Meeting {Auction Night} {see P 2} 

*Feb 5th Club breakfast 9:30 @ Dennys {if going please contact Ernie 250 573 5965 before noon on Sat Feb. 4th} 
*Feb, 19th Bowling at Bowlertime on 8 street at 3 pm     Group Dinner to follow 

*Feb 22nd General Meeting 

Jun 6-14th Canada 150 Tour {See p2.} 

February Club Breakfast 
   If you plan on attending the Club Breakfast at Denny’s on Sunday  

February 5th at 9:30 am please contact Ernie McNaughton  

250 573 5865 before 12 noon on Saturday February 4th as the 

restaurant needs to know how many will be attending. 

 

 
How Not To Park A Tow Truck 

{Picture taken by John Duerksen Hwy5 Near Valemount 1985} 

http://www.vccc.com/


The Steering Column: - By President Ray Henry 
   Hi everyone, I hope you are getting along O K with this fridgiculous weather we are having this year  
   Things are moving along well this the clubs business. We have good people taking positions to look after our 
activities for 2017. 
   The general meeting on the 25th will be a busy one, we plan to have a guest speaker before a short meeting and 
then the auction.  Denice York from B C A A will tell us some very interesting things  about travel health insurance 
that could save you from a Ruined and costly holiday 
   I want to thank Ken Hoshowski for chairing the Feb.  Executive and general meetings as both Jim Carroll and I will 
be away    
   Well that’s all folks. Don’t forget to bring stuff for the auction   Thanks   Ray  

 

I spoke with President Ray and it appears that I still have the job as your Editor 

of the Kamshaft. So once again I will be asking and looking for various articles and pictures for upcoming 

issues of the Kamshaft.  
I understand that when some members filled out their membership renewals they requested the 

Kamshaft to be delivered other than by email. The executive decided to send the Kamahaft out to members 

via emails to cut the cost. The cost per member for 2016 without a computer was $20.03 and yet the dues are 

only $20.00. It would have cost the club $1962.94 plus an additional $400 dollars to send it out to the other 

Chapters/Clubs that  receive it. Hope this explains why you receive your Kamshaft and Calendar by email 

rather than regular postage. 

 
  

LETTERS to the EDITOR 
Dear Editor, the Dec. 2016 Kamshaft has a fascinating reference to the little-known McLaughlin Chevrolet.  If 
someone were to ask me “What is your favourite Canadian car of all time?”{No one has asked me yet} I would 
have to say “The elusive McLaughlin Chevrolet!”   My sources tell me that only two were ever built. These 
prototypes were the brainchild of McLaughlin engineer Thaddeus P. Thinklater, who was obsessed with 
building a so-called “Safety Car”. “There is a very successful “Safety Pin” so why not a “Safety Car?” he 
reasoned. Sam McLaughlin gave the project the go-ahead, never dreaming of the tragic consequences. Mr. 
Thinklater’s concept was to weld a gigantic compression spring to the front of each car.  They were then 
driven toward each other at 60 M.P.H. After the terrific head-on collision neither car was ever seen again, 
making the McLaughlin Chevrolet one of the rarest Canadian cars, and certainly my all-time favourite!  
                                                                                                                                                         Virgil R. Lysgaard. 

 

 
The entertainment for the Meeting on Wednesday January 25th will be the club’s Annual 

Auction. 

This gives you a chance to clean out your garage and bring those left over parts or tools that are 

no longer needed for your projects and donate them to the club.  

Please bring something for the auction ….but no Flea Market items as they are very hard to sell. 

In the past our auctioneer Dick Parkes’ has made it a fun evening and I am certain that it 

will not be any different this year. 

 
 
 



NEW ZEALAND AUSTIN SHEERLINE  
AMBULANCE CLONE 

 
 

I received a Christmas card and some photos from Mike Marshall, our benefactor in New Zealand who has a 

collection of Austin Sheerlines and Princesses and who has given us many parts for our ambulance, including the 

differential, gauges, shop manual, etc. etc.  Also in the mail from Mike are some much-needed gears for our 

windshield wipers as ours have failed.  Included in the photos are some 

shots of his own Sheerline ambulance that he has donated to the Stratford 

Hospital Museum as it originally was imported by the Stratford Hospital 

and Mike thought that it should go back to where it came from.  

According to the Museum newsletter (which Mike included) it was 

originally imported from England in 1956 

as  “chassis-only” with just the engine, 

front fenders, hood and windshield.  The 

body was constructed by Stratford Motor 

Bodies in about three months.  Stratford is 

a small community of about 5,000 

residents about half-way up the 

west side of the North Island.  As 

you can see from the photos, the 

body is a bit different than ours, 

which is the Austin factory edition.  Apparently, their ambulance 

was used right up until 1978 and then had an interesting history as 

a “party van”, going to rock concerts all over the North Island, but 

getting only 12 mpg, it cost $90 just to fill it up, even back in the 

80’s!  

   

 

 

Mike also included photos of his 1912 Austin 10 hp which was just a pile of sticks sitting on the chassis last time 

I saw it in his garage in 2012.  Nice work, or what?   

 

      
{continued ] 

  



 

He also likes American cars and has a 1969 Firebird on its way in a container from 

Oklahoma. 

 

Mike and his wife, Brenda, are contemplating making a trip over to visit with us 

this year and hope to participate in our 150 Tour in June.  The Kiwis have always 

been super generous to those of us that have travelled over to their country to 

participate in their rallies, so it would be really nice if someone in our Chapter could lend them a vintage car to 

participate in our tour.   Let me know if you think you could help them out. Thanks Dick Parkes 

 
 
  

 

 

In case you do not know your 2017 Executive I will try and introduce them to you. {Editor} 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Our Coffee Lady - Eileen Lawrence - This will be Eileen’s 4th year doing the 

coffee. This is one of the most important jobs in the club to keep the morale alive 

and well. The members really do appreciate the coffee and doughnuts following a 

meeting as they sometimes don’t seem to want to leave. 

 

 

 

President –  Ray Henry - Ray is working on his 2nd term as President as he 

took over last year in the middle of the year. Ray is good at managing as he was 

in charge of Highland Power here in town  before he retired so he knows how to 

get people to work together and get things done He has been a member of our 

chapter for the past 15 years so he knows what the club enjoys. He is also going 

to be our Swap Meet Chairman again. 

 

 

 

 

Past President – Bob Gieselman - Bob has been a member of our chapter 

since 2000 and was the club’s president for 5 years. I am sure he will be there 

with his past experiences to help our current president whenever he is called 

upon. 
 

 

 

 

Vice-President – Jim Carroll - Jim thought he was retiring when he quit 

being a lawyer however his hobby farm keeps him busy. Jim has been very 

active in the club since his joining in 2012. Jim organizes our Summer Cruize 

Nights.  It is a tough job trying find 11 or 12 different and interesting places to 

visit each summer as we have visited 200 plus places over the years. {If you have 

never taken one in mark it on your calendar to do it this year} 

 

 

 

National Governor – Ken Hoshowski – Ken is a very busy man as he 

is also the Vice President of the National and is Tour Chairman for the 2017 

150 Tour. This is a 9 day driving tour covering a lot of the province from 

Chilliwack to Prince George. Returning to Abbotsford.  This job really takes a 

lot of  man hours trying to organize meals, accomodations and entertainment 

for each day. The other interesting part of the tour members can sign on for 

just parts of it as you do not have to particpate in the whole tour. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Secretary – Ellen Biasucci – Not much to say as Ellen was introduced to 

the club in the November Kamshaft. 
 

 

 

 

 

Treasurer: - Marg McNaughton – Marg is once again treasurer. Marg 

has been active locally and with the National since joining in 1975 and is a “Life 

Member of our Chapter”. She really keeps a tight reigh on the books so that 

means we really have to watch how club funds are spent. 
 

 

 

 

Director – Craig Beddie – As I mentioned last year Craig is Mr. Mechanic. 

He does a fantastic job of maintaining our club vehicles safe and in top working 

order. Beside the maintianing he has managed to find drivers when needed to 

drive the vehicles for events.The public really enjoys seeing the vehicles as they 

are part of Kamloops heritage. 

 

 
 

  Director: - Charlie Lawrence -  
 Charlie was raised on a large farm in Southern Manitoba along with six siblings. 

There he accumulated much knowledge on machinery, carpentry, electrical, 

fixing anything plus being taught how to cook, sew, canning, cleaning and much 

more. Charlie spent 33 years as a Driller along with acquiring his own drilling 

business. Throughout his adult life, he purchased real estate, did much 

renovating and made a business in this line as well. He also donates time to the 

Salvation Army and assists many with his multi talents. Charlie has a quiet 

strength, is nonjudgmental, kind, gentle, and loyal. Retired now, Charlie is 

getting involved in the Car Club along with taking little trips here and there for 

fun. [This bio provided by Eileen (Spouse)] 

 

Director – Ernie McNaughton – Ernie is again our Membership 

Chairman. He does a great job on keeping track of how long each member has 

belong to our Chapter. In appreciation of his past service to the Chapter he was 

granted a “Life Membership of Kamloops Chapter” last year.He is also going to 

help Rich Vandermey with Swap Meet 2017 registrations. 

 
 

 

Director – Jason Tasko – Jason looks after the clubs regalia and the selling 

of the draw tickets at the meetings. The money from these draws pay for the 

coffee and doughnuts at the General Meetings. He does a great job on his 

restorations so if you get the chance check them out. He also shows up with his 

portable kitchen that he built to help the kitchen staff when we have a pancake 

breakfasts. 

 



Director: - John Bone – John is a quiet sort of guy but can be counted on 

for helping people when they run into mechanical problems as Jerry and Ken can 

vouch for. John is the printing business and has looked after many of the clubs 

printing needs since joining in 2000. It seems  that John is also helping Craig 

with the operations of the club vehicles. He is going to share the property duties 

with Craig. 

 

 

 

Director - John Foley - When ever the club is having an event you can count 

on John  being there. He has taken on the looking after the hosting of Kamloops 

part for the 2017 150 Tour while it is visting here in Kamloops. I do not know 

how John does it however when ever the club needs something he seems to come 

up with the answer. 

 

 

 

Director – Steve Bell – When it comes to cooking at the Swap Meet and 

Show and Shines Steve is our man. Because of his past involment with food he 

makes certain that the club does it in a very professional and efficient manner. 

So when you hear him asking for volunteers don’t be scared as he will make 

certain that you do it right. He is a great asset to the club. Thanks Steve..  

 

 

Director – Terry Davidson - Terry has taken on the task of trying to find 

Garages to visit for our Annual Spring and Fall Garage Tours. This proves to be 

a little difficult at times as trying to find 4 or 5 interesting garages in similar area 

of the city is tough. If you would like to offer your shop or garage for a 2017 

visit give Terry a call as I am certain he would appreciate it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Canada 150 Tour, June 6 -14 2017. 
     This years 9 day driving tour is less than 6 months away.  All information is on the 

VCCC website regarding the tour. 

     If you are thinking of attending please register as soon as possible.  This would be a 

big help to us in planning and ordering quantities for our registration package. 

     If you need more information, call me at 250 579-8966  

Ken Hoshowski Tour Chairman 

 

 

2017 MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS  

NOW DUE 
Contact Ernie McNaughton 250 573 5965 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

GETTING TO KNOW: - JACK ANDERSON 
778 220-1460    mcroadhouse@shaw.ca 

 
       Jack signed up with us late last year and brought along with him his gorgeous 1969 SS 350 Camaro 
convertible.  Back when Jack was about 20 years old he saw a Camaro Indianapolis 500 Pace Car that 
he very much liked but couldn’t find one of those so when the time came to start looking seriously he 
saw this convertible on Kijiji for sale in Vernon and he traded a ’56 Harley Davidson and some cash 
and it became his.  He enjoys driving his Camaro and entering it in car shows where I’m sure it gets lot 
of favourable comments. 
     Jack used to be a transmission mechanic, then a 
motorcycle builder / mechanic and is presently an electrician, 
so lots of experience there to share with our members.  He 
is also a member of the B.C. Camaro Club and as we also 
have several other Camaro owners in our Chapter his desire 
to meet other like-minded people should come about.  
Please introduce yourselves to Jack and his Camaro and 

make him feel welcome in our Chapter Dick 
 
 
 

GETTING TO KNOW: - Allen & Brenda Barden   
250 374-2525   albarden@telus.net 

 
     In September, 2015, the Barden’s moved to Kamloops from Kingston, Ontario where they lived from 
2007.  They lived in Ottawa before that and they belonged to 
various car clubs along the way.  They joined our Chapter a 
few months ago and also joined the Kamloops Duplicate 
Bridge Club, so they obviously have varied interests.  If you 
attended Hot Nite in the City last August, you probably were 

impressed upon seeing their gorgeous white 1936 
Packard 120 convertible. The Packard was 
restored by Al and has been in the family for 33 
years.  He is also in the process of restoring 
their 1940 Mercury 09A convertible, which he 
says will probably be his last project.  He hopes 
to have the Mercury on the road by next year and we will look forward to also seeing that 
unusual car. 

     The Bardens were not able to make it to most Club events last fall but intend to 
participate more this year.  We look forward to get to know them and welcome them and their two very 

rare cars to our Chapter. Dick 
 

 

mailto:mcroadhouse@shaw.ca
mailto:albarden@telus.net


9 

 

IT’s ONLY NUMBERS 

 
A few years ago when I was talking with Duane’s 

school friend David Gin . 

 David and I were discussing wages and cost of housing 

and things, and he said “Mr. D ”It is only numbers”. I think 

of David’s quote quite often when I go to buy something. 

I thought about what David had said when I read in 

“Old Autos” that the 1936 Chevrolet was 3035 lbs and had 

a base price of $600. Some available options were a pair of 

chrome License Plate Frames $2,45, Clock $9.95, Cigarette lighter $1.95, Six tube radio $59.50, Four 

bumper guards $3.45, Right side windshield wiper $3.35, a set of wheel 

trims $6.75, and a right hand tail light $3.00. Wow think that none of these 

items are no longer considered an option.  

The other saying that comes to my mind quite often for me is what 

my Dad said to me when I was buying my first car. Dad was a GM dealer 

in Creston from 1933 to 1961 and he claim that the price of an average 

Chevrolet was close to that of a working man’s annual wage. I feel that 

when a person looks at the price of a car today 57 years later I think it still 

runs pretty close unless it is a fancy super loaded top line car other than a 

Chevrolet..  Dave 
 

I could not find 1936 wages but the chart gives some idea what was happening to wages just before 1936. 

 

ANNUAL INCOME 1932-1934 

Airline Pilot $8,000 

Airline Stewardess $1,500 

Apartment House Superintendent $1,500 

Bituminous Coal Miner $1,500 

Bus Driver $1,373 

Chauffeur $624 

Civil Service Employee $1,280 

College Teacher $3,111 

Construction Worker $907 

Dentist $2,391 

Department Store Model $936 

Doctor $3,382 

Dressmaker $780 

Electrical Worker $1,559 

Engineer $2,520 

Fire Chief (30,000 - 50,000 pop) $2,075 

Hired Farm Hand $216 

Hired Gun $5,200 

Housemother - Boys School $780 

Lawyer $4,218 

Live-in-maid $260 

Mayor (30,000 - 50,000 pop) $2,317 

Pharmaceutical Salesman $1,500 

Police Chief (30,000-50,000 pop) $2,636 

Priest $831 

Public School Teacher $1,227 

Publicity Agent $1,800 

Railroad Executive $5,064 

Railroad Conductor $2,729 

Registered Nurse $936 

Secretary $1,040 

Statistician $1,820 

Steel Worker $423 

Stenographer - Bookkeeper $936 

Textile Worker $433 

United States Congressman $8,663 

Waiters $520 

Average salary $1,368  
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MY STAR: - By Ken Hoshowski (Story that ken sent in to the Durant 

Motors.org web page) 
 

1926 Durant “STAR” Car # T-376750 Engine # W5A-600-A 
Project Started April 2010 Completed August 2016.Model M 
sedan converted to Pick-up truck as purchased by previous 
owner in 1970. 

 
Engine used from 
this 1928 Durant  

Parts truck.   
 
 
 
 

 
In April 2010 I purchased a 1926 Star in pieces. 

Also included were pieces from a 1928 Durant delivery van.  Prior to purchasing this project I had never 
heard of Durant Motors or Star. This car was originally a 2-door coach where somewhere in its lifetime 
was cut down and made into a pickup.  Our best guess was during the WW2 when gas was rationed 
with farm vehicles being able to get gas over personal cars.  In 1969/70 the previous owner found this 
vehicle in a farmer’s field, purchased it, and took it all apart with the idea of restoring it into a pickup, 
much as it was when he bought it.  When I purchased it in 2010 he had cleaned and painted the chassis, 
sanded and varnished the wheel spokes to original, and had the engine 
over-hauled.  Cylinders were rebored to .065 over and fitted with Dodge 

pistons that were available.  He was an excellent 
wood worker and had the wooden chassis 
frame, all the door posts and windshield 
wooden pieces finished. 

Original engine had a cracked block and 
was replaced with the engine from the 28 
parts truck.  Because it had been cut down to a pickup I did not have the 

roof, the rear panels, or the rear portion above the quarter panels.  I only 
basically had the hood, cowl and 2 doors.   

My background was in retail sales.  I was a super market manager and later a franchise 
owner/operator until retirement.  In high school one of my majors was 
metal working and drafting.  When I was 39 I fulfilled my childhood 
ambition to get a pilot’s license. I owned and flew an Aeronca Champ, a 
Piper Cherokee 180, and subsequently built a Van’s RV6 Kit Plane.  This 
was a 5 1/2 year project.  During this time I acquired tools for working with 
aluminum and the skill to be able to use them. 

I also acquired a good supply of sheet aluminum and had on hand 9 
sheets of .050 thickness, 2 sheets of which was sheared and bent into 
various sizes of flanged lengths. This was used in the restoration of the 

Star Van. All outside skins were machine countersunk and installed with flush solid rivets.  
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 In 1926 people must have been smaller because when I tried to position the seat, I couldn’t get my 
legs under the steering wheel to work the brake and clutch.  By the time I got the seat comfortably 
positioned it would have been in the middle of the pickup box.  That is when I decided to make it into a 
delivery van like my 1928 parts truck had been 

.   
 

   
 

     
As mentioned earlier, the engine was rebuilt by the previous owner in 2000 but it had never been 

run.  The original distributor was unusable and a Delco Remy 633B distributor from a 1928 Chev was 
adapted.  Luckily, the bottom gear had been saved from the original distributor. 

The first engine start (no water in rad) went well, everything seemed to work.  We only ran it about 
15-20 seconds, so we filled the rad and started the engine again.  It ran about 5 seconds and stopped.  
It would not turn over so we thought our battery was down.   Next morning when I went in the shop 
there was liquid on the floor.  I thought perhaps I had overfilled the oil and it had come out the rear 
bearing.  I pulled the pan plug and immediately got oil and water.  Our first thought was that it was the 
head gasket.  After much frustration and many hours, we discovered a small pinhole in #2 cylinder.  
When that piston was at the top of the stroke the water would run into the oil pan, when the piston was 
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at the bottom of the stroke the cylinder would fill with water.  The engine was removed and torn down 
completely.  This was likely a blessing in disguise because we discovered a cotter pin had not been 
installed in the generator gear on the timing chain and 3 out of 4 springs on the value guides were 
broken.  The engine shop sleeved two of the four cylinders. 

The electrical system was wired modern.  I could not, in clear conscience, rewire this car with the 
original wiring harness only using one main fuse.  I installed a fuse block and a separate circuit for each 
main function.  A battery and starter solenoid was also included, along with a wired in 6 volt mini battery 
charger. 

            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This whole project seemed to be 2 steps 
forward and one step back.   Buying a project in 
pieces causes additional headaches because 
you don’t have the luxury of taking pictures and 
notes when you disassemble the car.  

 It was fun and I would like to thank all those 
that have provided help and assistance during 
this restoration The Durant Motors website has 
been an excellent resource along with Frank 
Witowski’s parts and repair manuals.   

Ken Hoshowski 
 

I have had a few people ask how I got  

a collector plate for my car.   

This advertisement proves that Durant made 

Chassis only vehicles available. 
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WE NEED YOUR HELP!!!  

   The club has a lady mannequin that was used when we participated 

in Mall Shows and while we had the club display in the Kamloops 

Museum.  

   As this mannequin is not used this way anymore, it was suggested 

that we try and find a Nurses Uniform [‘50’s would even be better] 

so we can dress her up and she can become part of the club display 

along with the Ambulance.    

   If you can help with any of this please Contact President  

Ray  778 469 5423 or o_henry@shaw.ca. 

 

     
 

 
 
If you know any member that needs 

a little sunshine please Contact 

Elaine Jones Our Sunshine Girl at 

joneselaine28@yahoo.ca  or  

778 470 0369. Elaine sent cards to the 

following members: -Joy Parkes-Thinking of you 
and Laura Jolicouer-Get Well.

                                   
  

 

 

 

By: Dick Parkes 250 573 5740 rparkes@telus.net  

 
   Between Christmas and the cold weather and as nobody has contacted me regarding any 

activity in their garage, this is my column for this month. Dick 
 

mailto:o_henry@shaw.ca
mailto:joneselaine28@yahoo.ca
mailto:rparkes@telus.net
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   Dick Parkes is having a Planning Meeting at his house 7:30 pm 

Wednesday February 1st for those that would like to help. You may think 

it is a little early with this cold weather and all the snow we have, however it takes time to get replies from 

the city and the RCMP, in regards to parade permits. 

   Dick does require lots of help however mostly on the day of the parade, so as a member old or new if 

you can help please contact Dick 250 573 5740 or rparkes@telus.net  

 

Rules for the Classifieds: -It is free to list an ad in the Kamshaft Classifieds.  

   Items either Wanted or For Sale can be listed. If it is a car For Sale it would be 

nice to have a picture, however a price must be given. I do not run car ads without 

a price, as it could be anything from a rusted out frame to a completed restoration. Members have the right to 

know what it is like before they get too interested in the item listed. 

   Your ad can be sent to kamshafteditor@gmail.com or mailed to the club address. The cut-off dates for each 

issue are listed on the front page.  

   The Kamshaft is distributed to all our members and 20 other Chapters /Clubs so your ads do get circulated. 

 

 
1939 Cadillac Sedan Front panel for floor 

transmission. Olds & Buicks fits. 

*Virgil 250 374 9690 56packard@hotmail.com 

 

 

FREE Motomaster 3 ton floor jack  

All hydraulic fluid has leaked out. 

Jason 250 372 2809

 

For Sale Continued 

1962 Austin-Healey 3000     $20,000 USD  

“Tri Carb” very rare car Partly Restored For more 

details go to AHOABC " , which is the Austin 
Healey owners association of BC. Web site. 
Go to classified, 'Cars for sale' 

Ken Finnigan 250 573 2222 

klfinn@telus.net 

 

Shop Heater $50.00 4800 watt 220 volt comes 

with stand                      Craig Beddie 250 379 5340 

 

Harley Gas Pumps   Esso & Texaco 

Gas station Memorabilia & Signs 

Del 250 828 1992 

A Thought to Remember Until Next Time: -  

 A man is not paid for having a head and hands, but for using them 

mailto:rparkes@telus.net
mailto:kamshafteditor@gmail.com
mailto:56packard@hotmail.com
mailto:klfinn@telus.net

