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Sept 8-10th
*Sept 3rd
Sept 17th
*Sept 20th
*Sept 27th

Calendar of Events *Kamloops Chapter Events
Ford Ranchero Roundup (1957-1979) For Information
Contact Rich VanderMey at mr.frontenac@shaw.ca
Group Breakfast Sunday 9:30 at Denny’s 175 Kokanee Way
Smith Chevrolet all GM’s Show & Shine
Executive Meeting
General Meeting
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By the time you read this issue of the Kamshaft the summer, will just about be
over. Hope you had fun on Cruise Nights and other car events that you managed to take in. Did you get some
pictures that you can share with us, for future Kamshafts? Don’t worry about being a good writer or story teller
as I can help you out with something.
Please note that the cutoff for October Kamshaft is October 6th which is a week earlier than normally.

To Kamloops VCCC members: I would like to extend an invite to all of you to come to Riverside
Park on Sat. Sept.9 10 am-3 pm and take in the Rancheros on
display. (Sorry I do not have room for member’s cars in the park). I plan on having some food
trucks there selling lunch items.
Thanks Rich VanderMey

A VERY RARE PHOTO-OP
Hi Dave, A note to explain how the photo-op happened. Ron Popove [Hot Nites Organizer] called a number of
folks late in the afternoon on July 8th. He said there was an opportunity to do photo-op with the B-25 Bomber
at Kamloops Airport. We had a one hour time frame prior to 8 am Saturday July 9th. It was an early start, to be
there before 7 am. Ron tried contacting various VCCC and Street Rod Club members. Ten vehicles arrived and a
Harley owned by a member of the Hot Nites Committee. All went well and thanks to Ron for organizing this
event on such short notice and getting Craig Beddie with his Mercury Truck, Rick Wourms with his 32 Plymouth,
and myself with the Tin Indian (55 Pontiac).

Regards Bob Chambers

Bob Chamber’s 55 Pontiac
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Craig Beddie’s 1947 Mercury

Rick Wourm’s 1931 Plymouth

The following information is copied from Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia: The North American B-25 Mitchell is an American twin-engine, medium bomber
manufactured by North American Aviation (NAA). The design was named in honor of
Major General William "Billy" Mitchell, a pioneer of U.S. military aviation.
Used by many Allied air forces, the B-25 served in every theater of World War II and
after the war ended many remained in service, operating across four decades.
Produced in numerous variants, nearly 10,000 Mitchells rolled from NAA factories.

JIM & SHERRY CARROLLS POT LUCK BBQ
The driving instructions that we had received got us to the farm of Jim and
Sherry’s, without any problems.
The girls enjoyed looking at the room Sherry had set up to do her painting
along with some of her personal paintings.
On the original invitation Jim said that were going to have grassland fed beef
however the menu was changed and instead we enjoyed chicken that Sherry
had raised.
They have a beautiful house with lots of room for the 45 members that arrived for
dinner. At 5 pm the sky turned black and rain did arrive however at 6 pm the sun came out.
We told Jim he should have booked the start time for one hour later.
With the sun out many got to enjoy the patio and the view overlooking the pastures with the cows grazing and
the horses romping around playing tag with each other.
Many thanks to Jim and Sherry for hosting this great day and hopefully we can do it again.
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CHROME ON THE GRASS 2017
It was nice to see so many of the VCCC members participating
in the Kamloops Street Rod Association’s 9th Annual Chrome on
the Grass at Prince Charles Park. It is a real nice setting having the
cars on the grass and shaded by the trees. They do charge $10 per
car to participate and a donation is appreciated by the visitors as
all the money raised goes directly to Royal Inland Hospital

.
Bill Lindsey & Grandson’s

Del Basarba

Gerry Wallin

Carolyn Obieglo

Doug McCloy

Craig Beddie

Guy Arcand

Steve Bell
SOME OF THE OTHER CARS THAT WERE THERE
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Owner Unknow

Looking Over Prince Charles Park

CRUISE NIGHT July 13th Rainbow Roost
The owners of Rainbow Roost unfortunately had to leave to attend to their cabin at Dunn Lake which was
threatened by fire so when we arrived we just walked around. Looked at the animals and then went for ice cream
on the way home. It was a nice drive out through Westsyde anyway. Didn’t get many pictures but here are a few.
Dennis Jolicoeur shows up with a nice 1983 Mustang he purchased in the morning the day before. The Eacrett’s
showed up with a beautiful 1981 Buick Riviera 2 door H/T that they also had just purchased.
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CRUISE NIGHT July 20th Watching the 2141
Well this one turned out very different from what was originally planned. [First] We had to meet somewhere
else besides Riverside Park because of the Forest Fire evacuees and the additional traffic. [Second] It was decided
to meet at the old church on the Reserve. While we were eating our supper in the rain and parking lot some band
members went by and reported us to the band office we were there. [Third] The Native Security showed up
looking for these so call rowdy’s at the church. He said as we did not look like we offered any threat we could
stay however in future please register with the band office for permission. [Fourth] The 2141 this year now runs
at 7:30 pm not 7:00 pm as in the past so yes we were lots early. [Fifth] Because of the cool and wet weather and
the evening getting shorter the cruising part was cancelled and we reconvened at Tim Horton’s for a warm coffee
rather than a cool ice cream at the DQ.
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CRUISE NIGHT July 27th Overlander Residential Care
This particular night was our annual visit to the Overlander Residential Care facility. We met earlier at the North
Shore A & W rather than Riverside Park. I met one of the members spouses at the A&W and she said Dave you
have both cars here tonight how did you do that? I explained how I would drive one car up the road 25 feet and
then run back and get the second one and sometimes if I was fast I could do 30 feet at a time. Somehow I don’t
think she believed me.
We left the A & W parking lot at 5:45 pm and pulled out on to Tranquille road as we were expected to arrive at
6 pm. I believe we manage to hit every red light on the way over but we did arrive on time. Some of the clients
were outside waiting for us to arrive while the others came out later. The staff were serving juice and popcorn to
everyone and they had had a jute box playing 50’s & 60’s music near the door of the residence…it was a real
party. I was quite surprised how sharp some of the residents were. One fellow looking at my car said by the H on
the front it must be Hudson. I said no. Then it has be a Hupmobile either a 32 or 33. He was correct as it is 33
Hupp. Because of the residents’ privacy I did not get any pictures of their expressions displaying the pleasure of
having the old cars visit them. We had 12 cars attend the evening and I would like to thank Sue Wilson for driving
my Corvette on this occasion. After the residence went back inside we headed for you know where? Yup... You
are right. The North Shore DQ.
When the evening was over and we were taking the cars home it was funny as we had to wait for a train. The
young boys that live on the corner came out and asked if they could take a picture of the car as it looked so cool.
Sue said she enjoyed all the waves and honks that she received while driving the Corvette.

.
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CRUISE NIGHTS August 3rd Tobiano Boat Launch
On this particular night we did a little driving as we travelled out to the new boat launch at the Tobiano Golf
Course. Because of all the smoke in the area from the various fires they were not open. We had a look around
and did some socializing amongst ourselves on the warf then headed back to town stopping off at the DQ on top
of the hill for treats.
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CRUISE NIGHTS August 10th Peter Murray’s Corn Farm.
Well it sure turned out different than was expected with all the smoke we have been
having. Sue & I was having supper in the park alone for awhile until the Foley’s
arrived and no one else arrived for quite awhile. John said he did not get a memo so
the Cruise must not have been cancelled. Others did start to arrive before the 7 pm
Cruise time. Al Paulsen was down for “Music In The Park” and so he came over to
where we
were and saw us off. Ellen Biasucci caught up with us
as
we
went past the Wildlife Park. It was a nice surprise to be
met by Bruce Bawtree [1932 Rochne]
and Dick Parkes from the lake. We had a good visit
with Peter Murray before buying our
corn, then it was time to head back to town to the DQ
as it was their Blizzard Night. When it was time to leave the Corn Farm the Rockne did not want to start so Bruce
had to have a boost before he could hit the road.

One of the few times I managed to get a picture of the Whole Group on a Cruise Night
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John says to Ellen that you push this little pedal up here
and lights at the back are suppose to come on.

Dick said that he got a real good deal on some
new hearing aides. I really think he should
have read the information on the packasge a
little closer.

RESCUING of MY TREASURES from QUESNEL: - By Robert Merz
E-Mail From: Robert Merz
Sent: Saturday, July 15, 2017 5:38 AM
To: Kam Shaft
Subject: Re: VC - Your story

To be clear you may use my emails in the Kamshaft as you see fit Dave. I would appreciate the exposure as I
have a few 1940s and 50s cars that I would like to get rid of. They are of little personal interest to me and moving
everything is costing me a small fortune. The new owner has been clear anything remaining after Oct 31st will
be crushed. Neither I nor my dad would want that.
E-Mail From: Robert Merz
Sent: Sunday, June 25, 2017 7:11 PM
To: Dick Parkes
Subject: Update and a call for Help

After a long legal battle I have finally won the
responsibility to preserve and care for my father's
collection. A collection that he and I had assembled
together over the course of my lifetime. For the latter
part of his life I took care of the collection, and then
when he passed everything changed. It has been a
very long, often heartbreaking battle to protect my
father's wishes, and it isn't quite over yet. Now my
task is to remove everything from the property I grew
up on by the end of summer. Whatever I cannot
relocate will be lost to me forever. Cars, tractors,
machinery, buildings full of large and small parts and
pieces, all of it needs to be moved, or it again faces
the possibility of destruction. I have even heard that a
car crusher is in the future plans of others.
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This is a task I cannot do alone. If anyone can help it would be appreciated. If you have a truck and trailer, I
need loading and hauling help. I also need to sell a few things that I have little or no attachment to, thus saving
them from destruction and helping me with the great cost of moving things.
Our first load, a 1927 Wallis tractor, comes to
Cherry Creek to join one of its stablemates.
Thanks Rob

E-Mail From: Robert Merz
Sent: Wednesday, June 28, 2017 4:01 PM
To: Dick Parkes
Subject: Re: 2nd load

Mostly my email is an update. Also a call for help,
and I have had quite a few responses. Yes some things are for sale, it will be low prices, mostly cars that really
are only for parts or yard art. Plus some car parts, and a lot of machinery, both farm and mine. Plus a lot of small
items, bottles, jars, tins etc. I do appreciate you passing info along to anyone that may be interested. If I get a
chance I might send you a list of stuff. Thanks, and I will keep you updated, Rob
E-Mail From: - Dick Parkes
Sent To: - Robert Merz
Wed, Jun 28, 2017 at 10:20 AM,
Subject: Re: 2nd load

Rob; that’s a really good-looking load! I didn’t know a Model A coupe was part of the collection. Looks like
a very nice one.
I also see lots of interesting one-lungers on the trailer. I used to have part of one (an International) but never
got it together.
I have forwarded your appeal for help to Dave Dickinson [Kamshaft Editor] to pass on to the rest of our
members. Unfortunately, I can be of no help at all. I don’t have
a truck or trailer and my back, feet and legs are in such miserable
condition I can barely keep ahead of my little lot here in
Dallas. From your previous e-mail you have a pretty big
collection of oldies back in the bushes at Quesnel. You
mentioned that some of them might be for sale and I would
suggest that if and when you get time you make up a list and send
it either to me or Dave Dickinson and we can get them listed in
THE KAMSHAFT and/or THE VINTAGE CAR. Dick
E-Mail From: Robert Merz
Sent: Wednesday, June 28, 2017 8:44 AM
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: 2nd load

Our second load from my Dad's in Quesnel arrived home safely. A few showers made the roads wet and dirty,
when I get time the 1930 Model A Sport Coupe will need a wash.
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E-Mail From: Robert Merz
Sent: Saturday, July 01, 2017 3:59 PM
To: Dick Parkes
Subject: Update 3 and 4

Hello everyone: This was load number 3 ready to roll, a 1929 Ford
Model A Town Sedan and an old wood stove used in a mining
camp. When my Dad and I first found the stove it was in a fallen
down and disintegrated building about 2 miles from the nearest usable
road We decided it would be handy for cooking breakfast on at that
location as we planned quite a few trips to that location. A couple
years later when we felt we were finished in the area we cut out the old road in and retrieve it with the Land Rover
and trailer. The area has since been clear-cut so it is likely that it would have been destroyed in the logging
process
Load number 4 was a Model T load. The 1927 Touring car we brought
back from Saskatchewan in 1971. My Dad always wanted to restore it and
finally in his last years he had begun taking it apart and rebuilding the
individual components. Hopefully I will be able to finish it as soon as I get
the time. The 1924 Model TT cab came from Prince George in about 1968,
definitely one of the first trips I remember going on to acquire car parts. We
eventually acquired all the parts to build a 1924 Model TT and my Dad had
started building components for the truck.
E-Mail From: Robert Merz
Sent: Tuesday, July 04, 2017 6:48 AM
To: Dick Parkes Subject: Update 5 Load number 5 ready to roll.

Thanks to Kevin and Bill for sharing this part of the adventure with me.
The story of how we
came to own the
winch starts many
years earlier when
my dad and I and our
friend Ken were
bottle digging on
Cunningham Creek
and found it in the trees. At that time we had no way to
move it and as time passed we nearly forgot about it. In
2003 I told my Dad that we had to re-find it, and when
we did we knew we had to rescue it.

It was however very heavy and also required disassembly to be moved via the Atvs. Wrenches, a Jackall Jack
Winches, and several days later we had the winch home and reassembled
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With the Atvs, Lizette, myself and my Dad now had the means to remove it, and with newer roads only a couple
miles away, we only had to build a about 2 miles of very rough road into its location. Another great adventure!
My Dad said that we really should take it to our home, but I knew how happy it made him when I told him it
belonged right there with all the other stuff we had collected. I just never realized how much grief I would be
served for decisions such as that. Now finally we have our winch home
.
E-Mail From: Robert Merz
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2017 8:21 AM
To: Dick Parkes
Subject: - Load #6

Load number 6. In 2012 just a few months before my Dad passed away, he asked me if he could give me the
1916 Dodge for my birthday. I of course said yes, and that I promised that I had just the place picked out for it
where it would be right at home.
Originally owned by Jim Tibbles at Tibbles Lake, my
Dad could remember it blocked up with a pulley clamped
to the rear wheel so it could power a wood saw in the
1940's when he worked for Jim. In the late 1950's he
rescued it and it had sat in our yard ever since. I know
every time he walked by it he thought of Jim, his old
friend and mentor.
I didn't take it home right away and after my Dad passed away
it somehow became one of the many highly valuable items
claimed by the estate. When it was no longer of value to the estate,
it was then threatened to be part of a cleanup involving a car
crusher. It's safe now Pa, and although I never knew Jim I will
remember the stories you told about him every time I see this old
piece of iron!

From: Robert Merz
Sent: Friday, July 14, 2017 8:17 AM
To: Dick Parkes
Subject: - Round 7!!! Update

Load 7 was a 1946 Cadillac, which I bought at the age of 14. I had bought the car with the dream of someday
restoring it. Although it was registered to me, I had always left it on my parent's property and the estate claimed
it as property of the estate. Now, with my agreement in place, I am finally able to remove my property, such as
this old Caddie.
14

I was able to move the Cadillac before the road closures caused by the fires. Round 7!!! Rob
As requested, here are photos of some of the cars etc. that I wish to sell. My goal is to save this stuff from the car
crusher, and any money I can recognize from these sales will help me finance the very expensive move that I am
undertaking to preserve the more sentimental things that my Dad and I collected together.
The cars are all located in Quesnel. They range from parts cars/yard art, to complete vehicles with rebuilt engines
(the 1956 International truck).

15

If you know any member that needs a little sunshine please Contact Elaine Jones Our
Sunshine Girl at joneselaine28@yahoo.ca 778 470 0369. Elaine sent a Get Well card to
Ken Hoshowski.

Avon Collection 145 items $400.00
Have most of the boxes.
Some never opened. A little
bit of everything. Less than
$5.00 each

hole 3¼”,

2-Tillatson
Carburetors
#JR2-04217 $20.00 each
4 Goodyear Grip Tires
$200.00 225-7- R19”
Mag Wheels $200.00 for all
2-14”x7” wide, 2-14”x8”
wide. Lug Spacing 3” Center
Ph John 250 578 7477

1979 Olds Cutlass Moon Roof
Weatherstrip $20.00 Brand new, paid $200 from
GM. Part # 20062590 (Fits other years and makes
also)
Jason 250 372 2809

Here is a partial list of cars that are currently in Quesnel
and that I wish to sell:
2 Mid 1950's Dodge 1 ton
Several early 1950's Chev/GMC cabs
1954ish Chev 4 dr
1950ish Chev 2 dr
1956 International 3 ton
1976 International 3 ton
1958ish Plymouth Savoy
Late 1950s Dodge 4 dr
Late 1950s Ford Country Wagon
Late 1940's Oldsmobile 4 dr
Late 1940's Buick Silver Streak
49/50? Ford shoebox
1926ish Dodge touring car
1946 Dodge 4 dr
1960s Chev panel
1960ish Ford 2 dr wagon
1928 Model A Tudor
Plus more
I also have quite a bit of yard art, farm and mine
equipment etc. I need to sell some of it to help recoup
costs plus I just don't have the time to move it all
myself. The deadline is October 31 and then I am no
longer allowed on the property. Thanks Rob
250 852 1800 or Email dryrockstudios@gmail.com

A Thought to Remember Until Next Time: People who gives thanks for little will always find that they have enough
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