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Calendar of Events
*Feb

18th
22nd

*Feb
*Feb 25th
*Mar 11th
Mar 20th

*Apr 5th
th

Apr 18
May 8-11th

*Kamloops Chapter Events

Swap Meet Meeting {Highland Power Office}
Bowling @ Bowlertime on 8th St 3pm Supper @ Whitespot to follow}
Auction Night at General Meeting
Executive Meeting
Government makes special announcement {ISC 10:00 am} {Details Page 8}
45th Annual Easter Parade {Breakfast 8-11, Parade 1:00}
Meet A Machine (Kamloops Pow-Wow Grounds 10- 4)
May Tour “Rally in the Valley” Abbotsford {See VCCC.com for registration}

May 22-23rd 46th Annual Coastal Swap Meet Abbotsford (Tradex Center)
*Jun 6th
31st Annual Swap Meet {Logan Lake Arena}
th
*Jun 12-14 8th Annual Back Road Tour {Nakusp Hot Springs} {Mark your calendars now for this tour}
June 21st
Heffley Creek Show & Shine

The current Calendars and Kamshafts will now be found on the www.vccc.com web page under
the Kamloops Chapter. By doing it this way I get around the problem I was having trying to email such large
files to so many people. When you are in the web page you may want to look at some of the other Chapter web
sites to see what activities they are doing as a Chapter.
I would like to thank Dick for his “Vagabond Adventure” and Joy Parkes for her “My First Car” article. I do
hope this will inspire others to come up with their own personal stories.
Please remember your item for the Club Auction when you come to the meeting.
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LETTERS to the EDITOR
Just a little correction may be needed in the Christmas party write up {January Kamshaft}. Shaking their junk
pictures, looks like you named Andy with Joy looking on but it is Charlie Pecor shaking his junk. It does look like Andy
but he did not participate in that little event…just the Santa costume making. Thank you Marlene Beddie

2015 Back Roads Tour June 12th-14th
Once again this year we are holding our Back Roads Tour on the weekend of June 12th, 13th,
and 14th. This year’s event will leave Kamloops Friday morning the 12th of June with the
destination being Nakusp a distance of 315 km. The route will take us to Vernon on Hwy. 97,
continue through Lumby on Hwy. 6, with a lunch stop in Cherryville. After lunch we will
continue through the Monashee Mountains to Needles, where we will cross the Arrow Lakes on
the cable ferry, before the final leg to Nakusp. A block of rooms have been reserved in Nakusp and preliminary
dinner arrangements have been made for Friday and Saturday Night. Nakusp is located on the shore of the Upper
Arrow Lake and is centrally located for a number of natural and historical sites. There are two different hot springs
located a short drive to the north and there are several historic towns to the south east including New Denver,
Silverton and Kaslo. There is also the ghost town of Sandon a short distance off the paved roads. All of these
towns have museums and rich histories not to mention the beautiful scenery.
The registration is limited to 18 vehicles and the registration deadline will be April 15 th. The registration fee
will be $30.00 per vehicle. If you are interested please contact me and I will send out a copy of the waiver to be
signed and add you to the list of participants. Once the registration fee has been paid, and the waiver signed, the
participants will receive the hotel information so they can make their reservations. Rooms are available in prices
ranging from $80.00 to $125.00 per night plus tax with a one time pet charge of $20.00 if applicable. Meals and
any event fees will be the responsibility of the participants but we will try to negotiate group discounts as we have
for the Hotel.
For more information please contact:Bruce Bawtree 6069 Pringle Rd., Kamloops B.C., V2C 5V4
Phone: 250-573-2344 Cell: 250-819-5741 or sbbawtree@shaw.ca

Correction from January Kamshaft Page 6
Apologizes to Bob Chambers as he did not supply the last column of the Ford Price List comparison. It was
not his mathematics but mine as I had added the column showing the increase as an extra and I missed placed
the decimal. Editor

-

U joint assembly
-rear axle roller bearing
-head gasket- copper
-cylinder head
-exhaust manifold
radiator – honeycomb
-oil lamp tail
-oil side lamps

1921
$2.00
$1.50
$0.50
$6.00
$1.50
$20.00
$2.50
$4.50 pr
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to

1997
$ 80.00
$ 13.95
$ 19.95
$335.00
$ 78.00
$525.00
$275.00
$550.00 / ea

Increase %
4000%
930%
3990%
5580%
5200%
2625%
11000%
24500%

"MY FIRST CAR" By Joy Parkes
My family moved to North Kamloops in 1957, which consisted of Mom and Dad and three brothers.
It was a pretty quiet spot. It was the “good old days”. In the 1960’s I got my driver’s license when I was
18, and still living at home. About that time Dick owned a little Sunbeam Alpine sports car, which he
tried to give me a few lessons in, but when I shot backwards across the road, into the ditch, I thought
I’d better sign up for driving lessons. Also driving to work at Mt. Lolo Air Force Base with my Dad, a
calf ran out on the road, under the car, and ran out the other side, I didn’t think my Dad would ever get
over that one!! I could take five lessons at $5.00 each and pass my test. I was allowed to drive my
dad’s 1958 Chevy once in a while, much to my brothers’ chagrin. They wondered why I was allowed
to drive dad’s car and they weren’t. “Because she’ll be CAREFUL,” my dad announced. To say I had
a chosen spot in the family, as the only girl, is an understatement. In those days there weren’t more
than two traffic lights downtown and we often went to the Paramount Theatre then cruised around to
the A&W. I often got a ride home from my car hop job with my friend, Candice, who owned a little Nash
Metropolitan. We would get 25 cents worth of gas, a pack of cigarettes (25 cents) and be happy as
clams.
When I turned 21 it was time to spread my wings, and I moved to Vancouver to work. The bus
system was so adequate that I never thought of purchasing a car on my secretary’s salary. A year after
moving there Dick decided to finish
his schooling, and we decided to get
married. To seal the deal he
purchased a 1961 Volkswagen bug
for $100.00, gave it a paint job
(smoothed out the dents with a rock
and some Bondo and sprayed it
electric blue in a friend’s driveway
with a rented spray gun and
compressor.) and no one was more
tickled than me. It was a great little
car to toodle around downtown,
especially when Dick would get off
work around midnight from his part
time job at The Old Spaghetti
Factory. We had no worries and a lot
of fun. We could make a round trip
to Kamloops on $7.00 worth of gas.
One day I was driving the little bug and got a small dent on the front fender. Feeling pale, I told Dick
what happened. He very kindly got out on the sidewalk in front of my suite and started to sand the
dent. I was already breaking him in to married life! Two elderly ladies walked past, stopped, and stated,
“He looks like such a NICE boy”, blaming him totally for the dent in the fender. Here I was, off the hook
again!
A year later we decided to pack up our belongings, visit our family in Kamloops, then go travelling.
We headed out from Vancouver on a blistery February day, me in the VW and Dick driving a VW van
that we were to deliver to Montreal for a co-worker. We drove up through the Fraser Canyon on a
snowy but sunny day, the little VW just steaming along. I remember arriving at the Parkes Sr. home
and the snow banks were higher than the van! It was time to head East, fly to Frankfurt, and leave
winter behind. 1972 was quite a year.Joy
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Thinking of a September Holiday?
Hi Folks, We had Michael McKenna-Small a travel consultant from Expedia Travel as a guest speaker at our
January General Meeting. He gave us travel tips and spoke on advantages of group travel. So we were
wondering if there is any interest in a 7 day round trip cruise from Vancouver to Alaska in the first part of
September. If you feel you would be interested in such a trip please contact me as soon as possible. {No Later

than the end of March} Editor Kamshaft 250 578 8884 or kamshafteditor @ gmail.com. If there is an
interest shown Michael will compare different Cruise Lines and give us a proposal. Thanks Dave

By: Dick Parkes 250 573 5740 rparkes@telus.net
Virg Lysgaard is back at work on his 1954 Packard Pacific hardtop. He has replaced the floorpan from a
donor car and is in the process of replacing the rocker panels.
John Foley is down to the finishing touches on his gorgeous 1964 Chevrolet Impala SS hardtop. It looks so
nice that we have decided to make Chevrolet Impalas the
feature marque of this year’s Easter Parade and John and
Lila will lead the pack.
Bruce Bawtree is working on several projects. He
heads out to Magna Bay (on Shuswap Lake) on a regular
basis to work on his dad’s ’48 Chevrolet pickup. He has
all the bodywork done and is trial-fitting everything
before taking it apart again and painting the individual
parts. He also recently took the overdrive unit out of his ’59 Austin Healey, only to discover that it us in
sad shape. Another project is his recently-acquired ’64 VW bus, which he managed to get registered in his
name with relative ease. Now that he officially owns it, the work can begin on that!
- Jerry Wallin is down to the final stretch on his 1947 Ford 2-ton truck. However, a skiing accident has
slowed him down somewhat and he may be looking for some assistance so that he can have the truck
ready for the Easter Parade.
- And, last week I had the pleasure of dropping in on Don Potts, working out in his shop on the ’53
Plymouth Belvedere convertible that he brought home last summer. Don is
doing his usual thorough job on the restoration as it is stripped down as far as it
can go with the body hung on a rotisserie and he is currently replacing the rocker
panels and fabricating body mounts. He has already done the bodywork on the
fenders and front fascia and a few pieces have been trial-painted in a stunning
coral red hue. This is going to be one nice (and rare) car when completed.

It’s really nice to see that we still have a few members of our Chapter that are willing and able to tackle
full-blown restoration projects. My hat’s off to you. Dick
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VAGABONDING
THE LAST GREAT AMERICAN TIN HUNT
Several years ago, John Rostron, our good member from Merritt, was ‘way
down in Idaho looking through a junkyard for parts for his cars. In this yard he
spotted a 1949 Kaiser Vagabond,
which probably deserves the honour
of being the first hatchback. Kaisers
are pretty rare to begin with, but the
Vagabond model is super rare and
John decided that he should buy it.
Not having a trailer with him, he paid
for the car and left it there to pick up later.
At some time in 2013 John mentioned the car
to me and wondered if I would like to
accompany him to bring the Kaiser back to
Merritt. He showed us photos of the junkyard and the many old wrecks in it looked
intriguing, so Jake Surline and I decided to make the trip with John to Mountain Home, Idaho
when we could get it together.
All of the planets aligned on April 1st, the day after our 44th annual Easter Parade, and Jake and I left town for
Merritt at 7:00 AM to meet up with John. When we arrived at his place,
the car trailer was all hooked up and off we went. We crossed over the
border at Osoyoos and drove down Highway 97 until just past Omak
where we switched over to Hwy. 17, heading southwest across
Washington state. A couple of
short stopovers were made at the
Chief Joseph Dam on the 
Columbia River and at a really
interesting spot,
Dry Falls, the remains of a falls that was once larger than Niagara.
We got lost, and so did John’s GPS, in trying to navigate our way
through the Tri-Cities (Pasco, Richland and Kennewick)- terrible signage
and a very convoluted route. Over the border into Oregon we then got onto Interstate Hwy. 84 and it was smooth
sailing from then on into La Grande, where we spent the night in a classic Super 8.
Next morning we resumed our journey through rain showers and scenery a bit more green than the previous
day. We arrived in Mountain Home at about 1:00 PM and drove out of town a couple of miles to Vintage
Automotive, the yard owned by Jim Hines. While John checked out the Kaiser, Jake and I spent about 3 hours
rooting through the hundreds of carcasses in the yard, most of them 1950’s and older. I found a speaker grille for
my ’60 Ford pickup and Jake found a steering wheel for his ’40 Chev, but didn’t buy it in the end.
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Aside from the cars, there were sheds full of NOS parts for just about any vehicle you could
want. It was decided that we would load up the Kaiser the next morning and we drove back into
Mountain Home to find a suitable motel and we discovered with the Towne Centre Inn, a very
60’s motel with very 60’s prices of $38 per night! We found a great Mexican restaurant just
down the street and had a huge meal and watched the locals imbibing on some very strange
alcoholic beverages. We weren’t brave enough to try them out!
We met up in the parking lot the next morning and were all ready to go and load up the Kaiser
when John announced that he wasn’t going to take it home after all. After looking at the car again,
John figured that he just wouldn’t have the time and energy to restore it. We drove back to the junkyard and told
the owner that we were leaving it there, but John found a bumper and a carb kit for his ’51 Studebaker, so we
didn’t come home completely empty. We left Mountain Home at about 1:00 PM and headed back north, lunching
in La Grande and overnighting in a Motel 6 in Moses Lake, after a wonderful dinner at a Subway! We made it
back to Merritt the next day with no problems, only a long trip with an empty
trailer.
John still owns this very rare Kaiser and will probably sell it to the first
person who comes up with $1500. It is almost 100 % complete with custom
radio, and spare parts for those that are damaged. The car was taken to Boise,
Idaho and tuned up by a Kaiser expert there and is in good running condition.
The Vagabond was only made in 1949, 1950 and 1951 and the rear of the
trunk folds out and the rear window lifts up like an old station wagon. Very
unique. If you bring it home, it will probably be the only one in Canada. Give John a call at 250 378-9563. On
the way home I thought to myself. (I was there, the car was there and the trailer was there. Why did I not buy the
car from John right then and there?
Probably because Joy would have not been overly pleased with me I guess) Dick Parkes

What the
car could
look like
when
restored.

ARE YOU ONE ?

Only 10 members have not renewed their membership for 2015.
Are you one of them? If you have not paid your 2015 membership by the February General
Meeting you will no longer receive club emails. The Kamshaft, Monthly Calendars and the
Vintage Car Magazine from national.
Please contact Ernie McNaughton immediately at 250 573 5965 or margorernie @telus.net
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KAISER SALESMAN’S BROCHURE

{provided by John Rostron}

Easter Parade Will be the same as last year starting at Westsyde Shopping Center as we can still
use the Shopping Center for our line-up. Breakfast. 8:00, Line-up 11:00, and Parade at
1:00. - However at the moment very much in need of people to help with parking
at Riverside Park at the end of the parade. If you are in the position to help
{No experience necessary.} You can always let me know at the General Meeting or
please contact Dick Parkes 250 573 5740 or rparkes@telus.net. Thank you.
Dick Parkes

Michael Ralph Collings (April 8, 1946- February 1 2015) Born in Kamloops.
Michael made his home in various communities throughout B C but returned
to Kamloops many years ago. Michael pursued several careers during his life
including; corrections, real estate and foster care. His passions included
camping, hunting, fishing and restoring old cars. He belong to the Kamloops
Chapter for 7 years. Because of his health he did not get to participate in as
many club activities that he wanted. He was loved and will be missed. Bryan Vye
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If you know any member that needs a little sunshine please Contact Elaine Jones Our
Sunshine Girl at 778 470 0369.
Elaine sent a Get Well card to Garry Grant

Electric Transmission control motor for 1956
Packard *Virgil 250 374 9690
or 56packard@hotmail.ca
1925 Chev Front Fenders & Headlight.
1954 Chev P/u Box
*John 250 579 5083 or boneyard@telus.net

Corvair Parts Jake Surline 250 573 3373

**************

Parts for 1940 ½ P/U
Parts for 1956 Chev ½ ton P/U
Guages, radio, headlight covers, flathead V-8
engine parts
*Arthur at abeaumont007@yahoo.com

*

Nothing further For Sale as everyone
is saving their items for the
Auction at the
February General Meeting.

GOVERNMENT TO MAKE SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT
Todd Stone Minister of Highways is planning on make a special
anouncement dealing with “Collectable and Vintage Car License Plates”
at the Interior Savings Center March 20th at 10:00 am. Everyone is invited
and you can drive your Vintage or Collectable car if you wouild like. (Not
certain about reserved parking).

As the news media will in atendance we as a club have been invited to
have the club’s Ambulance, Tow Truck & Fire Truck there as part of the
back ground. This will be good advertsing for our club. Hope you can make
it out for the presentation.
A Thought to Remember Until Next Time: The surest way to find something you lost… is buy a new one!!!
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