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--------- 

---------- April Issue Deadline for News & Classifieds- April 12th   ---------- 

Vol. 41 No. 2 

Calendar of Events  *Kamloops Chapter Events 

*Feb 27
th

 General Meeting {Notion of Motion regarding selling of club car trailer} 

 Mar 29-30
th

  Sun Valley Swap Meet Vernon {250 378-4701}{Village Green Parking Lot} 

*Mar 31
st
 43

rd
 Annual Easter Parade {Changes in the format this year see p2} 

  Apr 20
th

 South Okanagan Swap Meet Penticton 

*May 10-13
th

  May Tour Kamloops “Meet the Dean in 2013” {If you can help call Jan Surline 250 573 3373} 

  May 24-25
th

  44
th

 Coastal Swap Meet Abbotsford (Tradex) {604 540-6141} 

*Jun 1
st 

 29
th

 Annual Swap Meet {Logan Lake Arena} John Foley 250 573 4256 

*Jun 7-9
th

 6
th 

Annual Back Road Tour [To Oliver] {John Rostron 250 378 9563} {limited to 20 cars} 

  
       

 I would like to thank Kathy Kovacs for doing such a great job of supplying coffee and doughnuts for us 

at all the meetings as it sure does lead to great socializing after the meeting. 

      Gossip: - Some members went for supper at the Dunes Golf club. It was mentioned to me that one of the 

ladies on one of her trips to the buffet table that she took more than one piece of pizza. Her husband was a 

gentleman and only took one. 

       There is information on pages 9 & 10 regarding the May Tour & Swap Meet. Don’t forget to register as a 

participant or else a volunteer. 

If your 2013 Dues are not paid this will be your last Kamshaft. 
 

The Steering Column by: - President Bob Gieselman 
The only comments I would have is everyone keep up the good work we have a busy year ahead of us. The other item is 
the executive is bringing a suggestion forward recommending the Club to store the clubs vehicles at the Tranquille Farms. 
It would be nicer having them all in one place. Another executive highlight is a notice of motion coming forward at the 
February General Meeting to sell the Club’s car trailer. The selling & price of the trailer to be discussed if it is to be put up 

for sale. That’s all for now. Bob 

 

http://www.vccc.com/
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                  43
rd

 Easter Parade 

      Easter Sunday March 31
st 

     As Easter is early this year, our annual Parade is only about six weeks away 

and therefore we will pass on the information in this issue so that everyone will 

have time to get their vintage vehicles out of mothballs in time for our first big 

event of the year. 

                     At the request of some of the members, we have agreed to change, on a trial 

basis, the location of our breakfast from Westsyde Centennial Park to the Westsyde Shopping Centre parking lot.  This 

will eliminate the need to clean and dismantle the cook trailer and then set it up again at the shopping center for the coffee 

and cookie sales, and it might help us to organize the staging of the Parade vehicles.  The shopping center has gone 

through some major renovations and our lineup will also be different than in the past.  The breakfast will also be open to 

the public for the first time to see if we can generate some revenue to help offset the Parade expenses.  The cost for the 

breakfast, including juice, pancakes, sausages and coffee will be $5 per person and will be served from 8:30 AM to 

11:00 AM.  The Parade will begin lining up, as usual, at 11:00 AM and leave the shopping center at 1:00 PM, 
following the usual route to Riverside Park where the parade vehicles will remain on display to the public for about an 

hour. 

     Our feature marque for this year will be Ford Mustang and all vintage Mustangs (1988 and 

older) will lead the Parade.  Please remember that only stock vehicles 25 years old and older 

(1988) will be permitted in the Parade. 

     Help will be needed with the breakfast, parking, tech check and coffee & cookie sales and a 

list will be passed around at the next meeting for helpers to sign up.  We would also request 

that the ladies bake us a tin full of their favorite cookie recipe that we can sell at the shopping 

center and at Riverside Park. 

     Any questions? Please call Parade Marshall, Dick Parkes, at 250 573-5740 or 

rparkes@telus.net 

 

 

COULD THIS HAPPEN TO YOU ??? 

  

Several days ago, as I left a meeting, I desperately gave myself a personal TSA pat down. I was looking for 

my keys. They were not in my pockets. A quick search in the meeting room revealed nothing. Suddenly I 

realized, I must have left them in the car. Frantically I headed for the parking lot.  

   

My wife, Diane, has scolded me many times for leaving the keys in the ignition. My theory is the ignition is the 

best place not to lose them. Her theory is that the car will be stolen. As I burst through the doors, I came to a 

terrifying conclusion. Her theory was right. The parking lot was empty.  

  

I immediately called the police. I gave them my location, confessed that I had left my keys in the car, and that 

it had been stolen. Then I made the most difficult call of all, “Honey,” I stammered. I always call her “Honey” 

in times like these. “I left my keys in the car, and it has been stolen.” There was a period of silence. I thought 

the call had been dropped, but then I heard Diane’s voice.  “Ken,” she barked, “I dropped you off!”  

Now it was my time to be silent. Embarrassed, I said, “Well, come and get me.”  Diane retorted, “I will, as 

soon as I convince this policeman I have not stolen your car!” I call it just another 'Senior moment'! 
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By: Dick Parkes 250 573 5740 rparkes@telus.net 

 

- In what seems like a continuing trend, Jay Gallagher has come back from the auctions in 
Scottsdale with another car, this time a 1930 Hupmobile coupe.  So, move over Dave, you are no 
longer have the monopoly of Hupps in Kamloops any more! 
- Bryan Vye has sold the blue and white 1952 Chevrolet that he purchased from Greg and Elaine 
Jones and has replaced it with a 1955 Dodge Custom Royal 4-door sedan in good drive able 
condition.  Bryan is keeping the black ’52 Chevy that he also bought from Greg and Elaine and is 
attempting to get registration for it. 
- Andy Cordonier has hired a bodyman to get back to work on his 1957 International pickup. 
- Dave and Lorna Doman, who now live in Oliver, (but are still members of the Kamloops 
Chapter) have completed the restoration of their 1960 Volkswagen beetle. [See story page 4] 
- Ken and Lorraine Finnigan are somewhere in Costa Rica and aren’t restoring anything! 

-  
- Doug McCloy and Virgil Lysgaard have been beavering away on the late 
Gary Van Dyke’s Model T roadster pickup and now have it running again after re-
doing some of the engine work.  I believe that this cute little truck is now up for 
sale. 

-  
- Probably the most progress made on any vehicle lately is that which is being done on our Club’s 
Austin ambulance project, as many members have jumped in on a 
late push to, hopefully, have it in this year’s Easter Parade, either 
under its own power or on a trailer.   Most of the electrical 
components are now wired up and operating, the paneling in the 
rear compartment is basically finished except for a few trim pieces, 
the running boards have been installed, the signage has been 
prepared (thanks to Visual Awards) and is ready to be applied, most 
of the dash and interior woodwork has been revamped and 
varnished, and many other smaller, but necessary, jobs completed.  
The main things yet to be completed are the installation of the glass 
in the front and the upholstering of the front doors and headliner.  Come on over to Andy’s shop any 
Thursday night around 7:30 pm and check it out. 
- And, finally, a little bit of progress in my own shop and as this is being written, the engine in our 
’38 Buick is out and is hanging on an engine hoist borrowed from John Foley (thanks, John).  I guess 
we will soon find out what kind of shape the internals are in. 

           Keep up the good work, everyone. Your Garage Snoop, Dick   

Pop Quiz  America’s love affair with the automobile goes back more than a century. Think you 

know your auto history? Arrange these classic American automakers by age. Oldest to the youngest.  

1 Ford, 2 Chevrolet, 3 Oldsmobile, 4 Packard, 5 Chrysler, 6 Duisenberg {ANSWER ON Page 8}  

mailto:rparkes@telus.net
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The Little Red Bug [1960 Volkswagen]: - I have known this bug for a lot 

of years as it sat in Williams Lake under a big fir tree for about 25 years. The good 

part of that was it was protected from the weather and had very little rust in it. I did 

have to replace the mounts for the rear bumper. 

     It was last licensed in 1976. The previous owner took the motor out for rebuild 

and then went to Alberta for work. He never returned, the garage and motor 

disappeared and in about 2000 my friend Harry decided to do something about it. It had been sitting on Harry’s 

property all this time. Harry managed to get the guy to transfer the car into his name. Harry then started to 

disassemble the bug. He was quite enthusiastic for a while. I gave him some help and pointers and also found 

parts suppliers etc. In 2000 Harry bought all the rubber seals, upholstery, and various parts needed to restore it. 

He had even found an original motor style 36 hp. and had it rebuilt at Tasco Automotive in Williams Lake. 

     Harry lost interest in the little bug for about 6 years. He then started on it again, however his health went 

astray and in 2006 he had a heart attack. It sat for 2 more years and his wife asked me to buy it for the cost of 

the motor. As we have known each other all our married life I did buy it as VW’s are interesting and 

challenging at times. 

     The bug sat for another year as I had to complete the work on a 1954 Chevrolet Bel Air I was doing for 

Bernie Guichon. [Bernie had bought the car new from Syd Smith in 1954] 

     Then in 2010 we moved to Oliver and yes you guessed it the poor little bug sat for another year while we 

renovated the house. 

      With the little bug sitting in the yard looking at me I once again got serious about it in the summer of 2011. 

Painted it and spent the winter finishing it off. I finally got it licensed in June of last year. It is cute, fun to drive 

and a great conversation starter as a lot of people in the 60’s and 70’s drove a bug and can relate to it and they 

all seem to have story to tell. My Dad had one and it was the car I had when I first went to college.  

     It is interesting to drive down town with it as I am asked some interesting questions. 

     Now I am trying to get to work on my 1951 GMC pickup that I have owned since 1984. Needless to say my 

time right now is limited due to family health problems so the 51 has been moved to the back burner as the bug 

had been for so many years. That folks is the tale of my little red bug. Dave Doman 

 

WHEN I WAS A BOY: - Ken Hoshowski 

   This is one of my favourite cars I used to dream of owning someday. 

   When I was in grade 10 I worked as a box boy at Super-Valu on 4th Ave. This is now the empty lot behind 

the Kamloops News that they use for a parking lot. Back then it was Green's Garage which was torn down to 

build the Hudson’s Bay store before it moved up the hill to the Aberdeen Mall where it is now. 

    My boss at the Super-Valu and owner of the car was Bob Winters who drove such a car.  

    The car was a “1957 Cadillac Biarritz. 

    It is still a beautiful looking car in my eyes and yes I am still dreaming.  Ken 

  

http://www.cartype.com/pics/6681/full/cadillac_eldorado_biarritz_conv_fs1_57.jpg
http://www.cartype.com/pics/6681/full/cadillac_eldorado_biarritz_conv_r1_57.jpg
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NOTICE TO CONSIDER 

for Cell Phone users 

This information you might have ...but, anyway, FYI 

I am guessing that most of you have cell phones. See 

following info to prevent bothersome & chargeable calls 

beginning this month. All Phone Users 
Subject: Government's Do Not Call List and Cell 

Phones...VERY IMPORTANT....PLEASE READ 

Thought this was good info from the Gov't of 

Canada ....if you have a cell phone. 

REMEMBER: Cell Phone Numbers Go Public this 

month. 

REMINDER..... all cell phone numbers are being 

released to telemarketing companies and you will 

start to receive sales calls. 

.... YOU WILL BE CHARGED FOR THESE 

CALLS!! 

To prevent this, go to the following web-site for 

Canadian Telephone Numbers:  

http://www.lnnte-dncl.gc.ca/ and then click on 

English & then on "check my registration." 

Then click on "extend my registration". 

It is the National DO NOT CALL list. It will only 

take a minute of your time.  

It blocks your number for five (5) years. 

***** 

 

Vintage Car Web Page 
 I was asked to explain the Vintage Car Web 

page as some members do not know anything about 

it. Well you can find it by searching Google with 

www.vccc.com. Once you are in there you can then 

check out our Chapter page. It gives you May Tour 

& Swap Meet information, member’s cars, club 

restoration projects, monthly calendar, & Kamshafts 

along with past events that we have had.  If you go 

into the “About VCCC” you will see a “Members 

Only Page” which requires a pass word. If you do 

not know the password contact me 

kamshafteditor@gmail.com and I can give it to you.  

 

MARKS IMAGE WEAR: - As a member of the 

Vintage Car you are entitled to a discount at Marks. 

A copy of the coupon must be presented at time of 

purchase so print this out and set it aside for future 

use. 

 Don’t forget when shopping at KMS Tools to 

tell them that you are a member of the Vintage Car 

Club as it builds up credit towards club gift items.  

 

 
 

 

 

Last Chance for your 

2013 Membership 

Renewal 
     This is a reminder for those 6 

members that have not yet renewed their 

membership.  
     Our Datamaster advises that anyone not renewed 

by the February 28, 2012 deadline will not be 

included in the next Roster and the Feb/March issue of 

the Vintage Car Magazine & February issue of the 

Kamshaft  will be the last issue you receive until your 

dues are paid.  
      Please check over your renewal form carefully 

and make any changes to your list of vehicles or 

anything else that may be wrong, as this is the 

information that will appear in the roster. Please 

keep in mind that modified vehicles should not be 

shown as they cannot to be listed in the roster.  

       Last of all, don’t forget to sign and date the 

form, and of course include your payment of 

$65.00. 

 [Make cheques payable to Kamloops VCCC] 

250 573-5965 or margorernie@telus.net  Ernie 
 

 
                      

http://www.lnnte-dncl.gc.ca/
http://www.vccc.com/
mailto:margorernie@telus.net
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                M Y  F I R S T  C A R -  

In the fall of 1968 when I was barely 18 I left the family farm in southwestern Saskatchewan to attend first 
year of university in Regina.  I had only been to this big city once before in my life, so my parents arranged for 
a room and board place which had reasonable bus connections to the university.  However, this didn’t give me 
the freedom of movement that I wanted, and I had $750 which I had saved from summer jobs which was 
allocated for the purchase of my first car.  I really wanted something sporty like a Mustang or a Camaro, but 
they were far beyond my price range so I decided that I would go in the opposite direction and get a 
Volkswagen.  My parents agreed that this might be a good choice as VW’s were one of the few gas miser-type 
vehicles on the market at the time.  My dad had a cousin, Max, in Regina who had a retirement job as a used-
car salesman, so we thought this was a reasonable avenue to pursue.  I got in touch with Max in early 
September and told him what I had in mind, a used (naturally) Volkswagen Beetle, preferably low mileage and 
in good shape, and for no more than $750.  He promised to keep his eyes open, and a couple of weeks later 
he called that he had found a candidate, but warned me that it didn’t fill all my criteria as used Beetles were in 
high demand at the start of the college year, but he felt this one was close.  

 That week, he brought the car by my rooming house for a test drive.  At first glance (and many glances 
thereafter), it didn’t really seem to fit the bill.  It was a 1964 Volkswagen notchback, with a 1500cc, 54 
horsepower air cooled engine and a 4 speed manual transmission, an under-the-dash after market AM radio 
the size of a small typewriter,  About 65,000 miles on the odometer and several large dents in the rear 
quarters.  It was also $100 more than my budget.  The test drive was exciting as the Volkswagens of that 
vintage had very vague shifters, connected to the transmission with cables (or baler twine), but after getting it 
safely back to the rooming house and being very keen about the prospect of having my own wheels, we struck 
a deal whereby the price would still be $850 but it would come with a 90 day power train warranty.  My dad 
coughed up the extra $100 (and no doubt the registration and insurance costs), and I was mobile. 

My roommate (another fellow that I had gone to school with) and I took it to a drive-in movie that very 
weekend.  It was the first time I had the car out at night, and discovered a few things I hadn’t noticed before.  
The electrical system was only 6 volts, and the headlights were just one step above a couple of flashlights.  
The headlight switch was two small buttons to the left of the steering column, and the on/off position differed 
only by a few millimeters.  The high beam switch was a button built into the back of signal light lever and was 
located by feel only, much different than the floor mounted buttons commonly used on North American cars of 
that time.  Heat and defrost were provided by directing warm (at best) air from the engine’s cooling fan.  Even 
in the relatively mild September evening at the drive-in, this system could not keep pace with the frost on the 
windshield.  Further investigation in the daylight showed that the car was fitted with a gas heater which resided 
in the trunk at the front of the car.  This heater looked a bit like the Herman Nelson heaters used in 
construction these days, and it took gasoline out of the car’s tank, had a glow plug to ignite it, and a fan to blow 
the warmed air into the passenger compartment.  This was sufficient to keep the interior of the car a few 
degrees above the outside temperature.  The downside was that the heater used as much fuel as the engine, 
so cold weather mileage dropped by 50%.  One additional drawback was evident when I took the car onto the 
highway and operated the gas heater.  The original installer had saved himself some time and hose length, 
and had installed the exhaust in the fender facing the front of the car.  At highway speeds this acted as a fresh 
air scoop, feeding air and exhaust back into the heater and causing huge explosions followed by billowing 
black smoke coming from under the hood.  As a result, highway driving in winter was either an exciting or a 
cold proposition. 
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My first real highway trip with the Volkswagen occurred that fall at Thanksgiving.  Myself together with three 
other fellows from my home town piled into the VW and headed west on the Trans Canada late on a Friday 
afternoon.  Things were going well until we got about 10 miles east of Moose Jaw, when we heard some loud 
and unpleasant noises coming from the rear of the car where the engine resided. This was followed by a lot of 
black smoke from the same area, and then a total loss of power.  I pulled the car over to the side to the 
highway; we bailed out, had a look at the oil puking out of the engine, and decided that we needed to hitchhike 
the rest of the way home.  Even in those relatively trusting days, no one was inclined to stop on the highway at 
dusk to pick up four young men, each with a suitcase, so after a couple of fruitless hours one of the group 
walked to a nearby gas station, ordered a taxi, and we were off to the Greyhound station in Moose Jaw.  
There, I called my dad and advised him of the change in plan, requested pick up of all of us at some wee hour 
of the morning at the local Greyhound station.  I also called Max and advised him that I was in need of the 
warranty service, and that they could collect the car from the roadside east of Moose Jaw.  Max whined a bit 
about the tow charges but family obligations overcame his objections and he agreed to look after the car. 

After Thanksgiving, a bus trip back to Regina, and a fairly heated discussion with Max, I found out that the 
VW had blown the engine and was going to require a rebuilt one to be installed.  Max had arranged for the 
work to be done by a private shop as he felt that the local VW dealer was over-priced.  The private shop was 
run by a large, bald, fang-toothed fellow with a strong German accent who I suspected of being an ex-Nazi, but 
he insisted on calling me Mr. Amon so I overcame my suspicions and agreed to let him do the work.  A week 
later and with a repair bill (passed to Max) for about two-thirds of the original cost of the car, I was mobile 
again.  A test drive in the country the following weekend proved that not all was well with the car,  another call 
to Max from a nearby farmhouse, another tow truck, and another visit to the Nazi, and a couple hundred more 
dollars were required for the electrical system (generator, starter, fuses, and what not).  By this time family 
relations with Max were beginning to get a bit strained.  Shortly after, Max announced that he was no longer in 
the used car business and if further warranty claims were required I would need a new contact. 

Fortunately for me and the warranty backers, the 90 days expired before I had any further significant 
troubles with the VW.  However, the car had some idiosyncrasies that came up from time to time.  The air 
intake vents below the rear window acted as snow collectors in the winter, turning to water from the engine 
heat and then ice when the engine was turned off. The water would drip through onto the generator (not 
alternator) situated below, forming ice on the brushes and rendering the generator inoperable until the ice was 
knocked off.  The headlight button was very easy to ignore in the “On” position, with no audible alarm, resulting 
in a self-inflicted dead battery on several occasions.  Boosting from other vehicles with 12 volts was a tricky 
business as the VW’s 6 volt system would blow several fuses and/or bulbs if anything was left turned on.  The 
fuses themselves were totally different from most other cars, consisting of a piece of ceramics approximately 
the size of a pencil stub, sharpened at both ends, with a strip of metal wrapped around the sharpened ends 
and running between them.  The windshield washer was powered by compressed air, sourced from the spare 
tire located in the front trunk - a very clever system until you used all the air and wound up with a useless spare 
tire and no washer.  The engine started well in cold weather provided it was plugged in as it had a heating 
element located under the oil pan, but there was a fire risk if you had an oil leak. It also did not like to idle well 
when it was cold, so a brick was required to sit on the gas pedal while the engine warmed up.  While no more 
major problems popped up, many minor ones kept me on close terms and finally first names with the repair 
Nazi.  It almost seemed that the car had a design life of 65,000 miles, and at 65,001 miles it started to totally 
disintegrate. 

I kept the VW for two years, and after spending a summer working for an oil company I had saved enough 
to trade it off on a slightly used Ford Maverick.  The salesman at that time said to me “I’ll bet you’re really sorry 
to see this VW go”.  I just nodded and smiled.  Frank Amon 

 



8 

 

 
1939 Cadillac, Buick & Olds: - Wheel Covers, 

Front floor transmission panel ………..Virgil 250 

374 9690 

 

Vintage Car Correspondent A member to articles 

of the club events for “The Vintage Car’ magazine. 

…………………………….. contact president Bob  

 

 
 

1965 Rambler Ambassador 

$17,500 287 V-8  Fully 

restored ……………………   

call Herman 250 377 8022 

 

Parts & Accessories for Ford/Mercury Trucks 48 -

53 & Lincoln/Mercury Cars 48-50 Lots of NOS. 

Inventory information available.  

……… contact John Tucker  @ www.lonebend.com 
 

 

1951 Chevy $2,500 o.b.o.  

 6 cyl auto. All original ….    

*Bryan Vye 250 372 0208 
 

 
Following car books for sale. Call only in the evening 

………………………………... Cathy 250 376 1980 

If you know any member that needs a little sunshine 

please Contact Our Sunshine Girl Elaine Jones at 

jelaine731@gmail.com 778 470 0369. 

As Elaine broke her wrist Marg 

McNaughton has taken over the job of 

sending  cards to the following 

members: - Ann Kermode, Al Havisto,  

Chick Buck, Dick Parkes Doug Smathers, Diane 

Moyer, Dianne Mackley, & Elaine Jones 

 

 

 

Valve Cover Racers See VCCC.com  

Okanagan Chapter for pictures and specifications for the 

construction of a racer.  

 

 

As you have not started driving your 

vintage car yet here is a challenge for you. 

Set an overall driving goal of your 

Vintage for the year! Days or miles it does not 

matter. Write the number down on a calendar and tell 

your friends so they’ll challenge you to meet it. Each 

time you use your car mark it on the same calendar so 

you do not lose track.  Good Luck. Hope you meet or 

beat your goal! 

 

A Thought to Remember Until Next Time: -  

Life ends when you stop dreaming... 

Hope ends when you stop believing... 

Love ends when you stop caring... and 

Friendship ends when you stop sharing! 

 

Hope you had a Happy Valentine’s Day on the 14th 

   SOLD 

Position 

Filled 

Thanks 

SOLD 

Answers :-  1 Ford{1903} 2 Chevrolet{1911} 3 Oldsmobile{{1897} 4 Packard{1899} 5 Chrysler{1925} 6 Duisenberg{1913} 

 

“Dare to take a Challenge”? 
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